ealers. 


Always 
Sellout  & 
Why  not 
at  only 


oo  low 


per 
pair 
in  lots 
of  2  or 


Haband 

1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Peckville,  PA  18452 

Send         slacks.  1  enclose 
$            purchase  price 

Waist:  30  32  34  35  36  37  ^ 
38  39  40  41  42  43  44 
BIG  MEN  TOO!  SAME  LOW  PRICE!: 
46  48  50  52  54  56  58  60 
Inseams:  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34 

plus  $3.95  toward  postage.  . 

GA  residents  add  sales  tax  \ 

3) 

7A9-0KR 

WHAT 
WAIST? 

WHAT 
INSEAM? 

HOW 
MANY? 

□  Check  here  for  reversible  belt. 

Even  sizes  only.  30  thru  60. 

$6.95  each.  Imported 
78E  1H  Black/Brown 

01 

Black 

03 

Navy 

02 

Tan 

04 

Brown 

WHAT  SIZE? 

11 

Green 

HOW  MANY? 

6J 

Grey  Heather 

□  Check  Enclosed     □  Visa      □  MasterCard    □  Discover/NOVUS" 


Card  #  

□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  □  Ms. 

Address  

City  &  State 


_Exp.: 


/ 


Apt.  #  . 


Zip 


^  100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


HIGHLY  COMMENDED 

Gentleman's  Dress  Slacks  for 
Business,  Casual,  and 
Social  Occasions  when  you  want 
EXCELLENCE  ALL  THE  WAY! 

These  are  classic  dress  slacks  tailored 
in  an  exquisite  fineline  fabric  which 
though  it  feels  and  drapes  like  wool 
is  actually  1 00%  woven  polyester, 
advantage  being  you  can  wash 
&  dry  them  in  your  home  laundry, 
No  Wrinkles,  No  Ironing, 
No  Worry!  Save  almost  the 
whole  $12  price  per  pair  every 
time  you  don't  go  to 
the  dry  cleaner! 

Styling  appointments  are 
the  best!  Trim  flat  front. 
Jour  deep  no  hole 

pockets,  top  of  the 
line  hook  closure, 
nylon  failsafe 
zipper,  the 
works! 


lOMPARE  THESE 
$40  TO  $60  SLACKS 
and  then  SEIZE  THE  MOMENT! 

Right  Now  a  New  Cutting  is  just  coming  off  the 
line  &  ready  for  Immediate  sale  to  decisive  buyers.  Note  the 
handsome  GREY  HEATHER  &  5  MORE  Distinguished  Colors. 
And  Sizes?  YOU  BET!  Regular  sizes  to  the  nearest  inch  plus 
35,  37,  39,41  for  perfect  fit.  And  we  carry  your  exact  inseam, 
No  Alterations,  ready  to  ship!  Even  Mr  Big  and  Tall  Guys  !!! 
Choose  your  colors,  choose  your  size!  And  remember  this 
is  a  Limited  Offer:  You  won't  see  this  ad  everyday  because 
we  can't  make  enough  of  them.  Please  Order  Yours 
before  they  are  gone!  Write,  Call,  Email,  or  send 
a  Carrier  Pigeon,  but  HURRY...  $12  per  pair 
is  PRICED  TOO  LOW!  Imported 


Order 
Fast! 


cau  1-800-543-4810 


Order  on  line  at  www.haband.com 
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ARTICLES 


mOM  4-F  STATUS  TO  THE  MEDAL  OF  HONOR  By  Dan  mup 

Ex-POWJon  Cavaiani  had  to  fight  for  the  opportunity  to  become  a  hero  in  Vietnam. 

THE  FRONTLINES  OF  ILLEGAL  IMMIGRATION  ByLayne  Cameron 

Across  the  deserts  of  the  American  Southwest,  agents  risl<  their  lives  to  protect  our  border. 


THE  TROURLE  WITH  TORT  By  Dan  Ouayle 

Former  vice  president  explains  how  the  lawsuit  landslide  continues  to  bury  justice. 

IN  PERFECT  PITCH  Memeiv 

Legendary  pitcher  and  Legionnaire  Carl  Erskine  talks  about  his  Navy  days  and  baseball  career 
REMEMRERING  THAT  UNIQUE  VACATION 

From  beaches  to  mountains,  readers  share  a  treasure-trove  of  great  places  they've  visited. 
KOREAN  WAR  REMEMRERED 

More  than  3,400  American  paratroopers  landed  south  of  fi/lusan-ni  50  years  ago  this  month. 
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VETVOICE 


WASHINGTON  WATCH 
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PARTING  SHOTS 


COMMANDER'S  MESSAGE  ii  LEGION  NEWS 


VETERANS  UPDATE        1  COMRADES 


Mm 


COVER  Dust  rises  like  a  thundercloud  behind  mounted  U.S.  Border 
Patrol  Agent  Cody  Winn  at  Big  Sandy  Dune  near  El  Paso,  Texas.  Tom 
Strattman  photo 


The  American  Legion  Magazine,  a  leader  among  nationol  general-interest 
publications,  is  published  nnonthly  by  Thie  American  Legion  for  its  2,55 
million  readers.  Ttiese  wartime  veterans,  working  througti  nearly  15,000 
community-level  Posts,  dedicate  themselves  to  God  and  Country  and 
traditional  American  values;  strong  notional  security;  adequate  and 
compassionate  care  for  veterans,  their  widows  and  orphans;  community/ 
service;  and  the  wholesome  development  of  our  nation's  youths, 
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special  Offer  for  New  Customers! 


Liberty  Nickel 
of  1883-1913 


Indian  Head  Penny 
of  1859-1909 


Buffalo  Nickel 
of  1913-1938 


Now!  Get  3  Scarce  Seldom-Seen  Coins 


Three  seldom-seen  coins  from 
America's  past  are  yours  for  only 
12.95.  Own  a  historic  Liberty 
nickel,  Indian  Head  penny  & 
Buffalo  nickel.  All  are  genuine 
classic  coins  and  are  now  entirely  out  of 
circulation.  Clip  the  coupon  and  send  it  with 
your  payment  today!  You'll  also  receive  our 
fully  illustrated  catalog,  plus  other  fasci- 


NOW  ONLY 

$2.95 


nating  selections  from  our  Free 
Examination  Coins-on-Approval 
service,  from  which  you  may 
purchase  any  or  none  -  return 
balance  in  15  days  -  with  option 
to  cancel  at  any  time.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed or  your  money  back.  ACT  NOW  - 
order  your  set  of  3  Scarce  Classic  Coins  today! 
(Limit  1  set  per  customer,  please.) 


[7^ ^^17  Ct  Pl^^se  send  my  3  Scarce  Classic  Coins  in  Good  condition,  at  the  special 
UlJ  I  price  of  $2.95.  Limit  1  set.  Regularly  iia^tT-  Now  only  $2.95 


Save 
$9.25 

Send  coupon  with  payment  to: 

Littleton 

I  Coin  Company 
Dept.  KNC414 
1309  Mt.  Eustis  Road 
Littleton,  NH  03561-3737 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 


Address 


City_ 


State  . 


Zip 


45-Day  Money  Back  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction! 


New  CORDLESS 

Electric  Mower! 

The  DR®  WHISPER  LITE®  is  the  CLEAN, 
QUIET,  EASY  way  to  mow  your  lawn! 

•  STARTS  INSTANTLY  with  the  push  of  a  button... 
NO  MORE  GAS,  oil,  fumes,  or  arm-yanking  pull  starts 

•  SO  LIGHT  -  half  the  weight  of  many  gas  mowers, 
so  it's  easy  for  anyone  to  operate. 

•  SO  QUIET  you  can  mow  any  time  without 
disturbing  your  neighbors! 

•  Practically  IVIAINTENANCE  FREE! 

NO  tune-ups,  NO  oil  changes.  NO  fouled  plugs. 

•  STORES  ANYWHERE  SAFELY. 

No  worry  about  gasoline  or  oil  leaks. 

•  REMOVABLE  BATTERY  plus  RECHARGER. 
Uses  only  about  ten  cents  of  electricity  per  charge! 

Peifectfor  smaller  city/suburban  lawns,  camps  and  second 
homes!  Also  ideal  as  a  trim  mower  on  larger  lawns! 


TOLL 

\(e>o6) 


So,  FORr.pT  THF  HA.SST  F 

of  hard 
to  start, 
gasoline- 
powered 
lawn 
mowers! 

Please  write  or  call  today  for  FREE 
details  of  the  DR"  WHISPER  UTP 
CORDLESS  Electric  Mower! 


YES!  Please  rush  my  FREE  Catalog  and  Video  all  about  the  amazing 
DR®  WHISPER  LITE®  CORDLESS  Electric  Mower,  including  speci- 
fications and  Factory-Direct  Savings  now  in  effect! 


Name 


Address . 
City  


State 


ZIP 


COUNTRY  HOME  PRODUCTS®,  Dept  38594X  ® 
Meigs  Road,  P.O.  Box  25,  Vergennes,  Vermont  05491 
  www.clrwhisperlite.com  | 
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Own  a  piece  of  histoiy  from  the  world's  greatest  living  pilot! 

It  was  the  top  secret  X-1  project  and  Chuck  Yeager  was  the  pilot 
chosen  to  break  the  most  crucial  of  Cold  War-era  obstacles:  the 
sound  barrier.  Chuck  Yeager  became  a  living  legend  on  October 
14,  1947  when  he  hurled  the  X-1  plane  past  the  speed  of  sound, 
becoming  the  first  human  to  reach  Mach  1. 

Now,  you  have  a  once-in-a-Kfetime  opportunity  to  acquire  an 
autographed  rephca  of  the  plane  Chuck  Yeager  flew  into  history. 
Presenting... C/i«c/c  Yeager's  X-1,  a  handmade  mahogany  replica 
personally  signed  by  General  Yeager  himself. 

A  fitting  salute  to  Chuck  Yeager  and  the  X-1! 
Chuck  Yeager's  X-1  is  repUcated  in  the  large  1:32  scale,  crafted  by 
hand  from  the  finest  grade  of  select  Mln-dried  mahogany.  AH  of  the 
original  markings  are  reproduced  here  in  precise  detail.  From  the 
"Glamorous  Glennis"  slogan  honoring  Yeager's  wife,  to  the  Bell 
Aircraft  and  U.S.  Air  Force  logos,  every  last  detail  has  been 
expertly  replicated,  approved  by  General  Yeager  and  rechecked  to 
the  real  plane  hanging  in  the  Smithsonian. 

Attractively  priced;  convenient  to  acquire. 
You  can  acquire  Chuck  Yeager's  X-1  for  $195,  payable  in 
five  monthly  instalhnents  of  just  $39  (plus  a  total  of  $12  for 
shipping  and  handling).  To  order,  simply  return  the  Reservation 
Apphcation  below. 


The  display  stand,  included  at  no  extra  charge,  features  a  fact-filled  nameplate 
detailing  numerous  flight  and  aircraft  specifications. 


The  Danbury  Mint 
47  Richards  Avenue 
Norwalk,  CT  06857 

Chuck  Yeager's  X-1 

Yes!  Reserve  my  Chuck  Yeager's  X-1  as 
described  in  this  announcement.  My 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  If  not  delighted, 
I  may  return  my  replica  within  30  days  for 
replacement  or  refund. 


RESERVATION  APPLICATION 


Name. 


Send 
no  money 
now. 


(Please  print  clearly.) 


Address. 


City. 


State . 


Zip. 


Signatiu-e  

(Orders  subject  to  acceptance.) 

Allow  4  to  8  weeks  after  initial  payment  for  shipment. 


1591F101 


mm 


Adams  Earley  earns  praise 

Congratulations  on  a  great  maga- 
zine to  start  the  new  millennium.  I  be- 
long to  several  veterans  organizations 
whose  publications  I  receive.  Yours  is 
the  greatest 
source  of  concise, 
up-to-the-minute 
veterans  informa- 
tion and  timely, 
interesting  arti- 
cles. I  especially 
enjoyed  the  one 
about  Charity 
Adams  Earley 
(January)  and  the 
great  contribution  she  and  many  other 
black  women  made  to  our  country  in 
the  WAC.  Thanks  and  keep  the  good 
stuff  coming  our  way. 

-  Ronald  L.  Van  Pelt,  Aaronshurg,  Pa. 

School  voocbers  do  work 

I  can't  agree  more  with  Armstrong 
Williams  that  the  children  in  poorer  dis- 
tricts should  be  given  vouchers  so  they 
can  have  a  choice  of  schools  ("School 
Vouchers:  The  Road  to  Better  Educa- 
tion," January).  I  have  been  following 
the  results  of  Holy  Angels  School  in  a 
poor  district  of  Chicago.  Many  of  Holy 
Angels'  students  have  parents  with  a  low 
income.  The  parents  are  making  a  sacri- 
fice to  send  their 
children  to  school 
there.  Even 
though  parents 
have  to  pay  the  tu- 
ition, the  school 
has  a  waiting  list. 

Holy  Angels 
has  had  much 
success,  as  most 
of  its  students 

have  graduated  from  high  school  and 
gone  on  to  college.  It  is  doubtful  they 
could  have  done  so  well  in  the  area's 
public  schools.  A  voucher  system  would 
allow  the  school  to  buy  more  computers 
and  do  more  for  its  students.  I  hope 
someday  we  have  people  in  power  who 
see  how  school  vouchers  give  every 
child  a  chance  for  a  good  education. 
-Robert  D.  Casavant,  Greene,  Maine 

Yooth  flood  vets'  attontion 

Even  though  I  am  not  in  agreement 
with  Armstrong  Williams,  I  am  always 


glad  to  see  issues  such  as  school  vouch- 
ers appear  in  The  American  Legion 
Magazine.  Veterans  need  to  be  apprised 
of  such  issues  and  involved  in  finding 
solutions.  We've  done  much  for  our 
country,  but  now  its  youth  need  our  at- 
tention. I  am  a  former  Marine  and  a  re- 
tired psychologist  now  working  with 
kids  at  a  local  high  school.  Many  are 
without  direction  and  are  starving  for 
adult  leadership.  Don't  let  the  "10  per- 
cent" of  kids  ruin  it  for  the  rest.  We  have 
some  great  ones  in  this  next  generation. 

-  Lawrence  D.  Morrell, 
Albuquerque ,  N.M. 

Voucher  idea  deceiving 

Armstrong  Williams  promotes 
school  vouchers  as  a  solution  to  improv- 
ing the  educational  experience,  espe- 
cially for  poor  students. 

For  years,  I  supported  the  school 
voucher  concept  as  a  way  of  pushing 
the  lethargic  public  education  system 
toward  reform.  Unfortunately,  in  light 
of  those  experiences,  I  now  have  no 
confidence  that  vouchers  in  their  cur- 
rent form  are  the  answer  to  educational 
shortcomings.  What  has  happened  is 
that  vouchers  take  the  form  of  a  "cred- 
it." Parents  with  the  economic  means 
use  the  credit  as  a  subsidy  to  allow  their 
children  to  attend  alternate  schools, 
which  charge  more  to  cover  their  over- 
head and  to  attract  the  sort  of  teachers 
and  students  they  want. 

The  result  is  that  tuition  costs  rise 


WE  WANT  YOUR  OPINIONS 


The  American  Legion  Magazine 
welcomes  letters  concerning  articles 
that  appear  in  the  publication.  Letter 
writers  are  also  encouraged  to  submit 
photographs  of  themselves  for 
possible  publication  with  their  letters. 
Be  sure  to  include  your  hometown 
and  a  daytime  phone  number  for 
verification.  All  letters  are  subject  to 
editing.  Send  your  opinions  to: 

The  American  Legion  IVIagazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
indianapoils,  iN  46206 

You  can  also  contact  us  via  e- 
mail  directly  or  through  the  World 
Wide  Web: 

e-mail:  magazine@legion.org 
internet:  http://www.legion.org 


and  the  economically  disadvantaged 
are  forced  out.  Parents  who  cannot  af- 
ford these  alternate  schools  must  send 
their  children  to  public  schools.  The 
subsidy  credit  originates  from  the  local 
school  district  budget  that  now  has 
fewer  resources  and  less-capable 
teachers  to  meet  students'  needs.  I 
don't  see  how  this  will  help  those  stu- 
dents in  public  schools  who  have  no 
economic  alternatives  and  must  rely  on 
those  services  -  the  same  children 
Williams  argues  vouchers  will  help. 
-  Willie  Edwards,  Gardnerville,  Nev. 

Raves  for  the  Red  Planet 

The  article  "The  Rocky  Road  to 
Mars"  (January)  was  outstanding.  Au- 
thor James  Oberg 
taps  into  many 
questions  I've 
had  concerning  a 
journey  to  Mars. 
Let's  see  more  of 
these  types  of  ar- 
ticles. 

-Jim  Hanson, 
Wytheville,  Va. 

Some  served  thrice 

The  article  "They  Served  Twice" 
(January)  is  a  special  tribute  to  that  spe- 
cial group  of  men  and  women  who  took 
a  stand  in  the  interest  of  justice,  freedom 
and  democracy.  Let  us  not,  however, 
forget  the  "triple  dippers,"  those  rare  in- 
dividuals whose  military  careers  started 
with  the  Philippine  liberation  or  Nor- 
mandy and  went  through  Inchon  and 
Khe  Sanh  on  their  way  to  retirement. 

-Jim  R.  Riesenberg,  Sheboygan,  Wis. 

USMM  iogo  iieiongs  on  flag 

As  a  retired  Coast  Guardsman  who 
has  served  for  the  past  14  years  in  the 
Merchant  Marines,  I  must  say  that  the 
USMM  emblem  definitely  belongs  on 
the  National  Veterans  Flag  (Vetvoice, 
"Flag  Designer  Thanks  Legion,"  Janu- 
ary). Not  only  did  Merchant  Marines 
serve  bravely  during  the  two  world 
wars,  but  in  recent  years  they  were  on 
the  forefront  delivering  military  hard- 
ware to  such  areas  as  Grenada,  the  Per- 
sian Gulf  and  the  Balkans.  As  I  write, 
military  prepositioning  squadrons  con- 
sisting of  merchant  ships  loaded  with 
military  hardware  are  stationed 
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why  Back  Pain  Sufferers 
Sleep  Better  On  Air! 


"/  have  been  a  chiropractor  for  23  years  and  have  slept 
on  a  great  variety  of  mattresses.  Yours  is  the  best  I've 
ever  slept  on. " 

Dr.  Ronald  W.,  Yakima,  WA 

The  Secret  To  Better  Sleep  Is  Sleeping  On  Air! 

Imagine  peacefully  drifting  off  to  sleep  every  night  and  sleeping 
soundly  though  the  night.  Today  over  one  million  Americans  sleep 
better  thanks  to  SELECT  COMFORT®.  Instead  of  hard  steel 
springs  or  water,  a  SELECT  COMFORT®  mattress  supports  you 
with  a  cushion  of  air.  Research  shows  a  Select  Comfort  mattress 
more  properly  supports  your  back  and  spine  helping  to  reduce 
uncomfortable  pressure  points.  The  result?  You'll  get  the  rest  you 
need  night  after  comfortable  night. 


You  Customize  The  Comfort! 

All  it  takes  is  a  simple  touch  of  a  button  to 
control  the  firmness  of  your  mattress  on 
your  side  of  the  bed.  You  can  change  the 
f     firmness  anytime  you  like!  Go  soft  to  ease  the 
'  /   tensions  of  a  hard  day  or  extra  firm  for  more 
F|  support  after  a  particularly  active  day.  The 
best  news  is  that  each  side  of  the  bed  adjusts 
independently  so  you  and  your  sleep  partner 
can  each  enjoy  custom  support  without  effecting 
the  other  side  of  the  mattress. 


□  □ 

QD 


Metal  coil  mattresses  can  create 
uncomfortable  pressure  points  and 
provide  uneven  support  over  time. 


The  Select  Comfort'^  mattress  cradles  you 
with  air  that  you  adjust  to  the  firmness  you 
prefer!  It  comfortably  contours  to  your  body, 
more  properly  supports  your  back  and  spine 
and  helps  reduce  pressure  points. 


Try  It  For  90  Nights! 

We're  so  sure  you'll  sleep  better  on  a  Select  Comfort  mattress,  we'll 
let  you  try  it  without  any  obligation  to  keep  it,  in  the  comfort  of 
your  own  home  for  a  full  90  nights.  When  you  call,  ask  for  your 
FREE  Sleep  Kit  including  a  video  and  brochure.  Call  Now! 

For  a  FREE  Video  &  Brochure,  Call  Now! 

1-800-831-1211 

Ext.  28201 


Yes!  Please  rush  me 

a  Free  Video  and  Brochure. 

Name  


Address_ 

City  

Phone 


_State_ 


_Zip_ 


E-mail 


Ext.  28201 


The  Mattress  With  Easy  Push-Button  Firmness  Control 


SELECT  COM  FORI* 

Mail  to:  Select  Comfort  Direct 

6105  Trenton  Lane  N.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55442 
www.selectcomfort.com 


throughout  the  globe  waiting  for  the 
next  conflict.  Let's  not  shortchange  our 
Merchant  Marines. 

-  Will  Halpin,  Milhridge,  Maine 


Post  right  in  aiding  Scouts 

I  haven't  saluted  anyone  since  my 
discharge  from  the  U.S.  Air  Force  in 
1969.  I  now  salute  American  Legion 
Post  142  in  Pompano  Beach,  Fla.,  for 
its  support  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  Amer- 
ica. A  stand  to  support  the  Scouts' 
moral  code  is  needed,  and  it  would  be 
to  each  Post's  benefit  if  more  Legion- 
naires would  get  involved. 

-  Charles  C.  Anderson,  Bronston,  Ky. 

Current  laws  adequate 

I  am  in  100-percent  agreement  with 
Rep.  Jim  Ryun,  R-Kan.,  on  his  answer 
to  the  question  "Is  Hate-Crimes  Legis- 
lation Necessary?"  (Big  Issues,  Janu- 
ary). It  makes  no  difference  how  a  per- 
son is  murdered;  he  is  just  as  dead  ei- 
ther way.  We  have  plenty  of  laws  on 
the  books  right  now  to  punish  any 
crime  committed  in  this  country. 
-  William  L.  Patterson,  Shreveport,  La. 

No  new  class  of  crimes 

I  agree  with  Rep.  Jim  Ryun  that  we 
don't  need  a  new  class  of  crimes.  It  is  a 
liberal  fallacy  to  think  that  if  we  govern 
things  enough  it  will  help.  The  courts 
need  to  enforce  the  laws  we  have  on  the 
books.  A  hate-crimes  law  just  creates 
discrimination,  only  in  reverse. 
-  Frederick  W.  Hardesty,  Shelhyville ,  Ind. 

Non-Banger  proud  of  beret 

Whether  I  disagree  or  agree  with  the 
Army  chief  of  staff's  color  choice  for  a 
beret  is  a  moot  point  now.  When  I  don 
the  black  beret  June  14  as  required,  I 
will  by  no  means  think  I  am  cheapen- 
ing the  beret  or  its  color.  I  will  wear  it 


proudly,  as  will  thousands  of  other 
non-Ranger  soldiers.  I  believe  my  job 
in  the  Transportation  Corps  is  just  as 
elite  and  certainly  as  important  to  the 
U.S.  Army  as  the  Rangers  are. 
-  Sgt.  1st  Class  Gregory  L.  Verdoorn, 
Dodge  City,  Kan. 

Beret  decision  senseless 

The  Army  says  it  wants  to  increase 
self-esteem  and  build  morale  by  issuing  a 
black  beret  to  all  personnel.  Hogwash! 
The  beret  is  not  something  to  give  to 
everyone,  when  I'm  told  it's  hell  to  eam 
it.  But  let's  not  break  anyone's  spirit. 
Why  not  throw  in  a  couple  of  unearned 
medals  so  there's  color  on  the  uniforms? 

-  C.K.  Becker,  Topsail  Beach,  N.C. 

Bath  a  'convenience'? 

John  Fonte's  "The  Battle  for  Ameri- 
can Allegiance"  (December)  was  a  great 
article.  As  a  newly  naturalized  Ameri- 
can of  Polish  ancestry  (not  a  Polish- 
American),  I  share  the  Legion's  concern 
about  the  watering-down  of  our  citizen- 
ship oath  and  its  decidedly  negative  im- 
pact on  our  great  democracy. 

I  remember  durmg  the  1999  oath 
ceremony  in  Los  Angeles,  I  was  one  of 
very  few  people,  out  of  thousands  of 
new  Americans,  who  seemed  moved 
by  the  occasion  and  took  the  oath  seri- 
ously. Most  of  the  people  around  me 
acted  as  if  they  did  it  for  a  convenience. 

-  Marek  A.  Suchenek, 
Redondo  Beach,  Calif. 

Legion  fights  for  workers 

I'd  like  to  thank  National  Commander 
Ray  Smith  for  reminding  us  that  the  bat- 
tles are  never  over  when  we're  fighting  to 
stay  free,  free  to  live  where  citizens' 
rights  aren't  sacrificed  to  industry  profits 
("Time  for  a  Common- Sense  Trade  Poli- 
cy," December).  We  may  have  hung  up 
our  rifles,  but  we  must  continue  to  fight 
with  our  votes  and  the  strong  voice  of 
The  American  Legion  membership. 

Today's  imbalance  endangers  our 
economy.  Wage-earners  are  working 
longer  hours  and  producing  more  goods, 
but  adjusting  for  inflation,  they  are  paid 
less  than  they  were  30  years  ago. 

Corporate  welfare  costs  workers  two 
weeks'  pay  a  year.  The  coming  loss  of 
employment  to  PNTR  with  China  will 
put  many  more  workers  one  more  rung 


down  the  economic  ladder. 

The  National  Commander  is  taking 
on  the  self-serving  members  of  govem- 
ment  who  sell  us  out  to  the  soft  money  of 
multinational  corporations  that  use  the 
power  and  prestige  of  our  nation  to  make 
a  huge  profit.  Good  luck,  Ray.  You  make 
us  proud  to  be  Legionnaires. 

-  Wilbur  N.  Rhodes,  Kittery,  Maine 

Media  ignores  slavery 

Thanks  for  the  brave  and  informa- 
tive article  "Slavery  in  the  21st  Centu- 
ry" (December).  Millions  are  suffering, 
yet  so  little  is 
said  about  this 
tragedy  in  the 
press.  It  is 
prevalent  in 
many  Moslem 
countries 
against  Chris- 
tians; all  the 
more  reason 
for  the  press 
to  stay  quiet, 
since  to  speak 
out  about  it 
would  not  be  politically  correct. 

-  Kenneth  Cetton,  Port  Crane,  N.Y. 

E-commerce  deserves  tax 

Regarding  "Should  Internet-Based 
Commerce  Be  Taxed?"  (Big  Issues, 
December),  I  agree  with  Gov.  Tom 
Vilsack,  D-Iowa.  The  Internet  has  ex- 
ceeded any  imaginable  expectations, 
yet  it  has  no  guidelines  or  regulations. 
Perhaps  that's  because  it  was  created  in 
a  language  unknown  to  the  average 
American,  who  now  has  to  take  a 
course  on  how  to  operate  a  computer 
and  try  to  keep  up  with  the  fast  pace  of 
seemingly  endless  technology. 

New  Main  Street  businesses  can't 
open  their  doors  without  meeting  nu- 
merous regulations.  Why  not  Internet 
businesses?  To  label  them  mail-order 
enterprises  is  a  misnomer  and  travesty 
of  justice.  Billions  of  untaxed  dollars 
generated  from  e-commerce  compa- 
nies  take  away  from  our  local 
economies,  endangering  schools,  hos- 
pitals, police  departments  and  other 
public-service  providers  that  depend 
on  tax  dollars  for  funding.  How  will  the 
government  compensate  for  this  loss  in 
revenue? 

-  Kateri  Phillips,  Clay,  N.Y. 
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Important  news  about 
digital  hearing  aids. 


Seems  like  every  company  that  makes  hearing 
aids  is  talking  about  digital  these  days.  But 
none  of  them  offer  AudioZoom™,  our  patented 
technology  proven  in  clinical  tests  to  help  hearing- 
aid  wearers  better  understand  speech  in 
background  noise.  And  background  noise  is  the 
major  complaint  among  hearing-aid  wearers. 

Every  AudioZoom  hearing  aid  contains  two 
microphones.  One  picks  up  sound  in  front  of  the 
wearer  and  the  other  picks  up  sounds  from  behind. 
A  microcomputer  inside  the  hearing  aid  suppresses 
interfering  background  noise  and  enhances 
conversation. 

Now  AudioZoom  is  even  more  advanced.  We 
call  it  Adaptive  digital  AudioZoom" .  Not  only  does  it 
reduce  noise  from  behind  the  wearer  but  also  noise 
from  the  sides.  It's  like  radar. . .  constantly  scanning 
around  you  and  reducing  unwanted  noise 
wherever  it's  coming  from. 

Introducing  ClaroT,  the  all  digital  solution 

Besides  Adaptive  digital  AudioZoom-Ciaro-om: 
new  line  of  hearing  instruments  features  Digital 
Perception  Processing" . 

DPP  is  a  sophisticated  technology  that  lets  Claro 
process  sound  precisely  the  way  the  human  ear 
does. . .  by  calculating  how  each  sound  should  be  heard 
and  amplifying  it  appropriately.  Ordinary  multiband 
hearing  aids,  overamplify  noise  and  other 
unwanted  sounds  which  is  one  reason  why  they  are 
less  effective  when  there's  background  noise. 


And  that's  not  all.  Claro  offers  a  third  break- 
through technology-the  Fine-Scale  Noise  Canceler™. 
This  circuit  further  separates  important  sounds-like 
speech-from  unwanted,  repetitive  sounds— like 
motors,  fans,  printers  and  the  like. 

A  new  level  of  digital  performance 

By  combining  all  these  new  digital  technologies, 
Claro  has  set  a  new  standard  for  high-quality 
hearing  instruments.  And  despite  its  outstanding 
performance,  Claro  is  competitively  priced  with 
other  high-performance  hearing  aids. 

Value  and  performance.  Two  reasons  why  Claro 
is  your  best  choice  in  hearing  instruments. 

To  learn  more  about  Claro  write  to  us  or  call  our 
toll-free  number,  (888)  566-6473. 


PHONAK 

hearing  systems 


CaU  888-566-6473 

or  write 
4520  Weaver  Parkway 
Warrenville,  IL  60555 

^phonak- 
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Hm  is  ne  Im  to  Mm  ^  m  umisa 


George  W.  Bush  has  been 
sworn  in  as  the  43rd  president 
of  the  United  States.  The 
American  Legion  family  con- 
gratulates President  Bush  and 
wishes  him  success.  But  we 
also  remind  him  of  promises 
he  made  to  our  military  forces 
and  to  America's  veterans 
during  his  2000  campaign. 

Candidate  Bush  promised  he  would 
be  an  advocate  for  our  armed  forces  and 
our  veterans.  We  expect  President  Bush 
to  keep  his  word. 

"Those  who  want  to  lead  America  ac- 
cept two  obligations,"  said  Bush.  "One  is 
to  use  our  military  power  wisely,  re- 
membering the  price  of  war.  The  other  is 
to  honor  our  commitments  to  veterans 
who  have  paid  those  costs." 

In  his  address  at  the  2000  American 
Legion  National  Convention  in  Milwau- 
kee, Bush  again  promised  his  support  for 
America's  military  men  and  women  - 
past,  present  and  future.  He  pledged  to 
rebuild  the  military  and  protect  our  flag. 
He  also  assured  veterans  they  would 
have  their  needs  met,  especially  in  the 
area  of  health  care. 

"Candidate  Bush 
promised  he  would  be 
an  advocate  for  our 
armed  forces  and  our 
veterans.  We  expect 
President  Bush  to 
keep  his  word. " 

"Veterans,  when  confronting  VA,  are 
faced  with  long  lines  and  a  confusing 
process  that  leads  to  denial  of  claims  that 
no  one  can  explain,"  Bush  told  Legion- 
naires. "And  it  takes  an  average  of  745 
days  to  get  an  answer  on  an  appeal." 
That  is  unacceptable,  he  added. 

Bush  also  promised  to  return  VA  to 
its  prior  role  as  an  organization  existing 
to  help  veterans  and  make  it  easier  for 
them  to  get  the  help  they  deserve.  He 
said  he  would  establish  a  task  force  on 


veterans'  health  care,  manned  with  com- 
petent people  who  understand  the  needs 
of  veterans.  The  Legion  applauds  his 
words  and  awaits  his  actions. 

Bush  also  pledged  to  protect  the  U.S. 
Flag,  and  the  Legion  stands  by  any  effort 
the  president  might  make  to  support  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  secure  the 
protection  of  it. 

While  the  president  has  no  legal  au- 
thority regarding  constitutional  amend- 
ments, he  certainly  can  use  his  bully  pul- 
pit. It  takes  a  two-thirds  majority  vote  in 
Congress  to  forward  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  the  states.  Thirty-eight 
states  must  approve  the  proposed  amend- 
ment before  it  becomes  the  law  of  the 
land.  A  little  arm-twisting  on  the  presi- 
dent's part  might  influence  some  key  sen- 
ators who  voted  against  this  in  the  past. 

"You  and  I  share  a  commitment  to 
veterans  who  wrote  America's  proud 
record  of  defending  freedom.  You  and  I 
also  share  a  commitment  to  the  nation's 
symbol,"  he  said  in  Milwaukee.  "We 
must  not  allow  for  desecration  of  our 
American  Flag." 

Bush  then  spoke  of  future  veterans. 

"The  next  president  will  inherit  a  mili- 
tary in  decline.  Should  I  become  presi- 
dent, I  will  rebuild  the  military  power  of 
the  United  States,"  he  promised.  "We  will 
act  to  give  our  armed  forces  better  pay, 
better  treatment  and  better  training." 

Bush  said  he  would  create  a  mil- 


itary for  the  future  -  a  force  that 
is  fast  to  deploy,  easy  to  sus- 
tain and  packs  a  potent 
punch.  "When  we  commit  . 
our  troops  to  war,  the  cause 
must  be  just,  the  goal  must  ' 
be  clear  and  the  victory  must 
be  overwhelming,"  he  said. 

It  is  encouraging  that  the 
next  commander  in  chief  under 
stands  the  importance  of  a  strong  mili- 
tary. Equally  gratifying  is  that  he  is  at- 
tuned to  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  men 
and  women  in  our  armed  forces.  It's  also 
significant  that  Bush  promises  not  to  for- 
get the  needs  of  America's  veterans. 

"I  understand  the  military  well.  I  flew 
F-102  fighters  in  the  Texas  Air  National 
Guard.  I  have  a  very  deep  respect  for  the 
military.  I  was  raised  by  a  veteran  who  I 
love  more  than  life,  a  man  who  served 


his  country,  and  I  understand  the  sacri- 
fices that  people  go  through  to  serve  this 
country,"  Bush  said  in  an  interview  with 
The  American  Legion  Magazine  during 
the  campaign. 

The  Legion  vows  to  help  President 
Bush  and  Congress  to  ensure  adequate 
health  care  for  veterans,  a  strong  nation- 
al defense  and  the  passage  of  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  restoring  to  Congress 
the  power  to  protect  the  U.S.  Flag. 
While  the  Legion  is  prohibited  by  its 
constitution  from  endorsing  political 


candidates,  its  Veterans  Vote 
2000  straw  poll  gave  the  pres- 
idential candidates  an  oppor- 
1  tunity  to  address  issues  of 
^  importance  to  veterans.  Leg- 
^  ionnaires  decided  for  them- 
^  selves  which  candidate's 
^l^^^SBS^V^    views  most  closely  mirrored 
their  own. 
Bush  owes  his  election  to  our  military 
men  and  women  overseas.  Without  the 
Florida  overseas  votes.  Bush  would  not 
have  won  the  state's  25  electoral  votes 
and  would  have  been  denied  the  presi- 
dency. America's  military  members, 
past  and  present,  demonstrated  their  trust 
in  his  words  by  their  votes.  It's  impera- 
tive he  reinforce  his  words  with  deeds. 
Our  veterans  deserve  it.  Fairness  de- 
mands it.  And  our  national  defense  re- 
quires it. 
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New  for  Member  Families  ^^i^:^ 
EXCLUSIVE  UNITED  STATES  MILITARY       ^^<^>  ^j^O 

Commemorative  Birthstone  Rings  " 

Personalized  with  your  Birthstones,  initials  and  year  dates  of  Service 


Personalized  with  your  birthstones 
initials  and  year  dates  of  Service 


Now  Available  with  "Mighty 
8th"  Air  Force  Emblem 


AVAILABLE  ONLY  TO  VETERANS 

AND  Servicemen  of  the  United  States 
Army,  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines  and  Coast  Guard 


We  proudly  present  our  Official  United  States  Military  Gold 
Emblem  Rings  set  with  8  personal  birthstones  to  honor  those  who 
served  our  Country! 

Your  choice  of  Service  Emblems 
sculptured  in  solid  10  Karat  Gold. 
Boldly  displayed  on  genuine  polished 
Black  Onyx.  Set  atop  an  exclusive 
"Pillars  of  Strength"  Ring  design  craft- 
ed of  Solid^Sterling  silver  richly  fin- 
ished in  22  Karat  Gold. 

Your  ring  will  be  engraved  with  your  initials  and  years  of  service 
and  set  with  your  choice  of  birthstones.  A  personal  heirloom  to 
treasure  for  a  lifetime. 

Thank  you  priced  at  a  remarkably  low  $199*.  An  affordable  pay- 
ment plan  is  available.  If  not  satisfied,  you  may  return  your  ring 
within  30  days  for  replacement  or  refund-no  questions  asked.  So, 
order  yours  today!  You  have  earned  the  right  to  wear  this  ring. 


JAN 

FEB 

MARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

• 

• 

• 

GARNET 

AMETHYST 

AQUAMARINE 

DIAMOND 

EMERALD 

PEARL 

JULY 

AUGUST 

SEP 

OCT 

NOV 

DEC 

• 

• 

e 

RUBY 

PERIDOT 

SAPPHIRE 

OPAL 

CITRINE 

TURQUOISE 

You  may  call  toll  free  to  order: 

1-800-255-3048 

Monday  -  Friday  from  9am  -  5pm  EST 


These  rings  are  not  sold  in  stores. 
Visit  our  web  site  at:  www.vetcom.com 
NOTE:  A  custom  ring  sizer  will  be  sent  to  you  before  shipment 

to  assure  your  correct  fit.        ^Genuine  Diamond  Birthstone  rings  are  $295 


Mail  to:  Veteran's  Commemorative  Gold  Emblem  Ring 
7453  Shipley  Avenue,  Hanover,  MD  21076 

□  YES.  I  wish  to  order  the  following  Exclusive  Military  Gold 
Emblem  Ring(s)  set  with  my  birthstones.  Check  (/)  choices: 

Army  □       Navy  □       Air  Force  □ 
Marine  □      Coast  Guard  □      8th  Air  Force  □ 

(New) 


Birthstone/Month  ( I 
My  Initials  (3)  


.  (See  Chart  above) 


Service  Yrs: 


I  need  send  no  money  now.  Bill  me  in  four  monthly  installments  of 
$49.75*  each,  with  the  first  payment  due  prior  to  shipment.  A  custom 
ring  sizer  will  be  sent  before  shipment  to  assure  my  conect  t"it. 
And  niy  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed. 

□  Shipping  Address  (Vv'e  CANNOT  ship  to  P.O.  Boxes) 

Name  ■  


Address 


City. 


 State  _ 

Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery. 


.  Zip . 


BRSRIN-ALM-03/01 


*  Diamonds  (April  birthstones)  add  $24.00  per  payment 

*  Plus  $9.95  for  engraving,  shipping,  and  handling. 
PA  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 
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From  4-F  Status  to  Medal  of  Honor 

It  wasn't  easy  getting  in,  hut Jon  Cavaiani  came  out  a  hero. 


By  Dan  Allsup 

MEDAL  OF  HONOR  recipi- 
ent and  fonner  prisoner  of 
war  Jon  Cavaiani  has  a 
stock  answer  to  an  oft-re- 
peated question:  "Are  you  really  a  hero?" 

His  answer:  "Hell,  I  couldn't  outrun 
'em,  so  I  had  to  fight  'em." 

That  facetious  response  could  not  be 
further  off  the  mark.  This  guy's  always 
been  a  fighter.  When  so  many  young 
people  were  avoiding  military  service  in 
Vietnam,  Cavaiani  was  fighting  to  get  in. 
His  younger  brother,  Carl,  was  already  a 
soldier  based  in  South  Vietnam,  and  Jon 
felt  obhged  to  join  him. 

When  he  tried  to  enlist,  however,  his 
family  doctor  reported  that  Cavaiani  was 
ineligible  for  military  service  because  of 
a  potentially  fatal  allergy  to  bee  stings. 
Cavaiani  threatened  to  contact  the  Selec- 
tive Service  System  to  protest.  "I  guess 
he  finally  decided  that  I  didn't  have  an 
allergic  reaction  after  all,"  the  Legion- 
naire said. 

Cavaiani  first  donned  Army  green  in 
1969  at  the  advanced  age  of  26.  He'd 
been  an  American  citizen  for  only  one 
year.  He  was  a  British  citizen,  having 
been  bom  in  1943  in  England  while  his 
father  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  Air 
Corps.  The  War  Brides  Act,  which  auto- 
matically made  American  citizens  of 
children  bom  overseas  to  U.S.  service 
members,  wasn't  enacted  until  1945. 

In  the  early  moming  hours  of  June  4, 
1971,  Cavaiani's  decision  to  join  the 
Army  nearly  killed  him.  Platoon  leader  of 
a  Special  Forces  unit,  then-Staff  Sgt. 
Cavaiani  commanded  a  team  of  13  sol- 
diers and  67  native  Montagnards  provid- 
ing security  for  an  isolated  radio-relay 
site  called  Hickory  Hill. 

At  dawn,  a  force  of  about  800  North 
Vietnamese  unleashed  a  ferocious  attack 
with  small  arms,  rocket-propelled 
grenades  and  mortars. 

When  Cavaiani  radioed  for 
assistance,  helicopters  dodged  enemy 
fire  to  evacuate  most  of  the  survivors. 
Cavaiani  and  Sgt.  John  R.  Jones 
remained  with  a  handful  of  Montagnards 
to  defend  the  hill  from  a  small  bunker. 
Despite  overwhelming  odds,  the 


small  group  withstood 
the  withering  fire  for 
nearly  24  hours. 

"Because  of  the 
geography,  they  could 
only  attack  from  two 
sides,"  Cavaiani  said. 
"I  figured  if  I  was  go- 
ing to  go,  I  was  going 
to  go  with  a  big 
splash.  They  would 
come  at  us  five  or  10 
at  a  time,  and  we'd 
just  annihilate  them. 
There  were  bodies 
stretched  all  over  the 
place." 

Although  Cavaiani 
ordered  the  remaining 
Montagnards  to  es- 
cape during  a  break  in  the  action,  a  few 
stayed  to  help  the  two  Americans  defend 
the  position. 

At  about  4  a.m.  June  5,  the  enemy 
finally  overran  the  site,  killing  Jones  and 
wounding  Cavaiani.  Discovering  the 
bleeding  Cavaiani  on  the  floor,  apparent- 
ly dead,  they  set  the  tarpaper-lined 
bunker  on  fire  and  left. 

Severely  bumed,  Cavaiani  escaped 
and  was  able  to  evade  the  North  Viet- 
namese for  1 8  days  before  he  was  cap- 
tured. The  Green  Beret  was  a  prisoner 


Jon  Cavaiani,  whose  heroism  in 
Vietnam  earned  a  IVIedal  of 
IHonor  in  1974,  speaks  to  a  Vet- 
erans Day  crowd  in  Sacramen- 
to, Calif. 


of  war  for  nearly  two 
years  before  his  release  in 
April  1973. 

Deserved  Recognition. 

On  Dec.  12, 1974,  Presi- 
dent Ford  presented  Cava- 
iani the  Medal  of  Honor  at 
a  White  House  ceremony. 

Does  he  have  any  re- 
grets about  fighting  to  get 
into  the  Army? 

Cavaiani  answers  that 
question  in  the  book  "We 
Came  Home."  "[From  the 
day  I  was  captured]  the 
enemy,  in  their  own  way, 
gave  me  the  will  to  survive 
and  to  resist  their  ideas. 
This  strengthened  my  con- 
viction that  I  was  right  in  being  in  Viet- 
nam. Regardless  of  what  some  people 
said  about  the  war,  we  did  our  jobs  as 
men  and  kept  the  faith  in  our  president 
and  our  country." 

Cavaiani  retired  from  the  Army  as  a 
sergeant  major  in  1991.  He  and  his  wife, 
Barbara,  live  in  Groveland,  Calif. 

Dan  Allsup  is  a  freelance  writer  who 
lives  in  suburban  St.  Louis. 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 


POW  served  for  two  decades  after  release 

1943:  Born  in  Royston,  England. 

1968:  Became  a  U.S.  citizen. 

1969:  Joined  tlie  U.S.  Army  Special  Forces. 

1971 :  While  serving  as  a  platoon  leader  providing  security  for  an  isolated  radio-relay 
site  in  Vietnam,  then-Staff  Sgt.  Cavaiani  led  a  desperate  fight  for  sun^ival  against  an 
enemy  force  of  superior  size.  Using  a  variety  of  weapons,  he  held  off  NVA  forces  in 
an  overnight  battle  v/hile  evacuating  his  troops  and  calmly  directing  helicopters  to  a 
landing  zone.  While  inflicting  severe  losses  on  the  advancing  enemy  forces,  he  was 
wounded  several  times  and  left  for  dead  after  the  majority  of  the  platoon  members 
safely  escaped.  He  was  later  captured  and  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

1973:  Released  from  captivity. 

1974:  Received  the  Medal  of  Honor.  Other  decorations  include  the  Army  Medal  of 
Honor,  Legion  of  Valor,  Legion  of  Merit,  Bronze  Star,  Purple  Heart  with  Oak  Leaf 
Clusters,  and  Army  Commendation. 

1991:  Retired  from  the  U.S.  Army, 


12  •  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  •  MARCH  2001 


Iwo  Jima 

From  the  American  Revolution  to  the  ravaged 
sands  of  Iwo  Jima,  the  United  States  Marines 
have  proved  themselves  a  fighting  force  with- 
out peer.  When  six  brave  Americans  raised  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  on  Iwo  Jima,  they  created  a 
timeless  symbol  of  courage.  This  transcendent 
moment  in  America's  history  now  inspires  a 
new  collector's  plate  featuring  portraiture  by 
renowned  artist  James  Griffin  plus  a  fully 
sculptural  hand-painted  depiction  of  the  flag 
raising  on  Mount  Suribachi. 

Editions  are  strictly  limited.  Don't  miss 
this  three-dimensional  tribute  to  America's 
best  for  the  attractive  $39-95  issue  price. 
Send  no  money  now.  Mail  the  coupon  today! 


Urgent.. .Reply  Now! 
Heavy  Demand  Expected 

The  extensive  handcrafting  of  this 
outstanding  mixed  media 
collectible — showcasing  an 
inspiring  montage  portrait  of 
U.S.  Marines  with  detailed  three- 
dimensional  sculpture  of  the 
flag  raising  at  Iwo  Jima — could 
severely  restrict  availability  of  this 
limited  edition  plate.  Yours  only 
from  the  Bractford  Exchange. 


collectibIestoday.com 

Home  of  The  Bradford  Exchange  and  All  Things  Collectible 


©2001  BGE  58301-BD 


THE  BRADFORD  EXCHANGE 

9345  Milwaukee  Avenue    Niles,  IL  60714-1393 

THE^^^^^OF   PLATE  COLLECTING* 

YES.  Please  enter  my  order  for  "Iwo  Jima."  I 
understand  I  need  SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW.  I  will  be 
billed  $39.95*  when  my  plate  is  shipped. 
Limit:  one  piate  per  order.    Please  Respond  Promptly 


Mr.  Mrs.  Ms. 
Address 


Name  (Please  Print  Clearly) 


City 


State 


-Zip 


Signature 


58301 -E94991 


'Plus  a  total  of  $4.99  postage  and  handling.  Illinois  residents  add  state  sales  tax. 
Pending  credit  aporovai.  Limited  edition  presentation  restricted  to  295  casting  days. 
Prices  higher  in  Canada. 


llltM  IMMHIII 

Border  Patrol  Agents  near  El  Paso 
face  waves  of  Illegal  border  crossings. 


By  Layne  Cameron 
Photos  by  Tom  Strattman 

HEN  DID  MEXICO  last 
attack  the  United  States? 
Most  people  would  cite 
Pancho  Villa's  raid  on 
Columbus,  N.M.,  March  9, 
1916.  For  Border  Patrol 
agents  working  near  El 
Paso,  Texas,  their  answer  is 
also  March  -  but  the  year  is  2000. 

Hector  Juarez  was  one  of  six  agents 
who  witnessed  the  wild  scene  March 
14.  Late  that  night,  two  Humvees  carry- 
ing 1 8  Mexican  soldiers  armed  with 
automatic  weapons  crashed  through  the 
border.  During  the  melee,  the  soldiers 
fired  two  shots  at  agents  on  horseback 
who  were  armed  only  with  pistols. 

Luckily  for  the  outgunned  agents, 
the  tense  standoff  ended  when  one 
squad  retreated  back  to  Mexico  while 
the  second  got  stuck  in  the  sand  and 
surrendered.  "They  said  they  were 
lost,"  says  Juarez,  who  questions  why 
they  were  fired  upon.  "We  think  they 
were  out  to  collect  the  $200,000  boun- 
ty paid  by  drug  cartels  for  killing  bor- 
der patrol  agents." 

The  event  garnered  little  national 
attention.  No  arrests  were  made.  The 


soldiers  were  returned  to  Mexico.  And 
Mexican  officials  called  the  raid  "an 
accidental  incursion  into  U.S.  territory." 

The  Frontlines.  Fortunately  for  Border 
Patrol  agents,  desert  shootouts  are  rare 


Border  Patrol  Agent  George  Martinez 
pats  down  suspected  illegal  aliens  after 
their  capture  near  the  Santa  Teresa  sta- 
tion in  the  El  Paso,  Texas,  sector  on  the 
Mexico  border. 


Border  Patrol  Agents  Rudy  Karisch,  left, 
and  Hector  Juarez  wind  their  way  along 
the  serpentine  barbed  wire  border  near 
Santa  Teresa  station  in  New  Mexico. 


occurrences.  More  times  than  not,  their 
jobs  are  to  capture  and  detain  illegal 
immigrants.  Such  incidents,  though, 
remind  them  that  they  are  on  the  front- 
lines  of  the  border  battle. 

Agents  working  this  sector  witness 
firsthand  how  effective  a  full-scale  ef- 
fort can  nearly  close  it.  On  the  other  end 
of  the  spectrum,  however,  they  can  also 
see  how  difficult  -  and  sometimes  fruit- 
less -  it  can  be  to  stem  the  flow  of  ille- 
gal aliens  into  the  United  States  with 
limited  resources. 

Where  the  international  boundary 
divides  the  downtowns  of  El  Paso  and 
Juarez,  Mexico,  the  scene  is  compara- 
ble to  a  federal  penitentiary.  Surveil- 
lance cameras  and  rows  of  daunting 
razor-wire  fences  are  bathed  in  power- 
ful floodlights.  And  if  the  physical 
structures  aren't  intimidating  enough. 
Border  Patrol  vehicles  perched  every 
half-mile  serve  as  additional  deterrents. 

The  concerted  effort  is  part  of  Oper- 
ation Hold  the  Line,  which  was 
launched  in  1993.  The  initiative's  intent 
is  to  prevent  large  groups  of  illegal 
aliens  from  simply  wading  the  Rio 
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Grande  and  walking  into  El  Paso.  With- 
in the  city  limits,  the  effort  has  been 
successful.  According  to  Doug  Mosier, 
El  Paso  Sector  Public  Affairs  Officer, 
apprehensions  have  dropped  70  percent, 
the  crime  rate  has  dropped  25  percent 
and  residents'  quality  of  life  has 
improved. 

Does  this  mean  the  border  has  been 
closed?  Far  from  it.  "We  knew  we 
couldn't  stop  the  push  from  Mexico  and 
other  Third- World  countries,"  Mosier 
says.  "We  could  focus  on  the  areas  that 
had  the  highest  number  of  crossings, 
and  shut  down  the  main  corridors  com- 
ing into  El  Paso.  That's  all  the  strategy 
was  meant  to  do." 

While  some  portals  such  as  El  Paso 
and  San  Diego  have  been  constricted 
(through  operations  Hold  the  Line  and 
Gatekeeper,  respectively),  others  have 
been  blown  wide  open.  Sections  of  Ari- 
zona have  become  veritable  highways 
for  illegal  crossings.  "They're  simply 
being  overrun  out  there,"  Mosier  notes. 
The  effort,  he  suspects,  has  increased 
alien  smuggling  as  well. 

Away  from  City  Lights.  New  Mexi- 
co's Santa  Teresa  Station  is  not  being 
overrun.  But  the  outpost,  a  short  drive 
from  the  fortified  downtown,  offers 


some  insight  to  the  difficulties  of  con- 
taining the  2,000-mile  border.  Here, 
with  the  Franklin  Mountains  looming  in 
the  distance,  jackrabbits  and  roadrun- 
ners  outnumber  people.  In  this  desert 
scrubland,  the  border  is  simply  rusty 
barbed  wire  stretched  between  weath- 
ered posts.  Not  surprisingly,  many  sec- 
tions have  been  patched  and  propped  up 
with  sticks  -  markers  of  past  illegal  en- 
tries. Past  the  feeble  cattle  fence,  caches 
of  discarded  clothes,  empty  water  bot- 
tles and  cigarette  butts  mark  the  aliens' 
trail  to  the  north. 

The  station  compensates  its  lack  of  a 
formidable  barrier  with  hi-tech  equip- 
ment and  dedicated  staff.  Strategically 
planted  seismic  magnetic  and  infrared 
sensors  effectively  detect  crossings  and 
help  fill  the  gaps  between  the  manpow- 
er. The  sensors  are  numbered  and  seem- 
ingly memorized  by  the  agents. 

When  a  number  is  dispatched  over 
the  radio.  Border  Patrol  Supervisor 
George  Martinez  instinctively  drives  to 
the  locale.  In  one  of  the  fleet's  new  4x4 
trucks,  Martinez  deftly  navigates  the 
sandy  roads  toward  the  tripped  alarm. 
There  are  many  hiding  places  in  this 
undulating  topography,  and  upon  arrival 
there  is  no  sign  of  the  aliens.  The  agent 
parks  the  truck  and  takes  off  on  foot. 


Drug-sniffing  dogs  play  an  important  part 
in  daily  activities  along  the  Mexico  border. 
Border  Patrol  Agent  Craig  Smith  gives 
voice  commands  in  German  to  his  dog, 
Bok,  who  does  not  understand  English-lan- 
guage commands. 
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Helicopters  play  a  significant  role  in  expanding  patrol  reach.  Border  Patrol  Agent 
Rudy  Maldonado  kicks  up  dust  in  his  helicopter  on  a  low-level  pass  along  a  rural 
stretch  of  the  border  in  the  El  Paso,  Texas,  sector. 


Like  a  covey  of  quail,  the  border 
crossers  sit  tight  in  a  gully  until  being 
flushed  out  at  the  last  moment.  A  brief 
command  in  Spanish  stops  their  flight. 
No  handcuffs  are  needed  because 
there's  no  resistance.  They  know  they 
will  simply  be  processed  and  sent  back 
home  -  where  many  will  try  to  cross 
once  again. 

The  two  guides  who  brought  them 
across  the  border,  however,  light  out 
from  another  draw  closer  to  the  border. 
They  know  the  terrain  well  and,  like 
nimble  mountain  goats,  scamper  over 
the  rocks,  easily  evading  detention. 


Once  in  their  homeland,  the  smug  teen- 
agers taunt  the  agents.  "They  were  say- 
ing nice  things  about  my  mother,"  jokes 
Martinez,  who,  like  many  of  his 
colleagues,  is  bilingual. 

Back  at  the  station,  the  holding  cells 
are  filled  with  14  illegal  immigrants. 
Most  wait  to  be  voluntarily  returned  to 
Mexico.  Those  who  have  been  caught 
1 5  times  or  more  or  have  criminal 
records  will  be  detained  and  taken  to 
court  for  formal  deportation.  One 
begged  $700  on  American  streets  and 
will  now  get  a  free  ride  home.  Another 
has  been  caught  1 1  times.  In  one  day, 


A  suspected  illegal  alien  attempts  an  escape  from  Border  Patrol  agents  by  seeking 
refuge  in  high  vegetation  and  desert  gullies  in  the  El  Paso,  Texas,  sector. 


Meanwhile, 
back  at  the  ranch 

Many  ranchers  along  the  Mexi- 
co border  are  exasperated  from  the 
hundreds  -  and  sometimes  thou- 
sands -  of  illegal  aliens  tramping 
across  their  property  seeking  jobs 
or  transporting  narcotics.  "From  El 
Paso  to  east  of  San  Diego  there's 
no  river,  just  a  fence,"  says 
William  Hurt,  New  Mexico  ranch- 
er. "It's  just  a  free-for-all." 

Increased  enforcement  efforts  in 
San  Diego  and  El  Paso  have 
pushed  illegals  to  trek  across  rural 
routes  away  from  the  big  cities' 
bright  lights  and  big  fences.  In  their 
wake,  they  cut  fences,  leave  piles  of 
trash,  steal  cattle  and  cars,  and  raise 
anxiety  levels  of  rural  residents. 
Some  ranchers  have  adopted  the 
frontier-justice  attitude  that  if  the 
law's  not  going  to  stop  it,  they  will. 

Vigilantes  near  Eagle  Pass, 
Texas,  tote  AR-15  semiautomatic 
rifles  and  regularly  patrol  their 
property.  According  to  an  article 
in  The  Houston  Chronicle,  a 
rancher  caught  a  cattle  rusfler  on 
his  land.  Instead  of  calling  border 
patrol  agents,  he  ordered  the  thief 
to  strip,  then  sent  him  running 
back  to  Mexico  while  firing  warn- 
ing shots  at  him. 

Other  ranchers  have  chosen  to 
lock  up  their  arms  instead  of  bear- 
ing them.  Joe  Harris,  who  lives 
near  Douglas,  Ariz.,  put  away  his 
guns  for  fear  of  snapping  and 
causing  an  international  incident.. 
"Things  are  getting  very  tense 
down  here,"  Harris  notes. 

The  Border  Patrol  hopes  to  be  a 
calming  force.  "It's  a  credit  to 
agents  who  have  a  good  working 
relationship  with  the  ranchers," 
says  Doug  Mosier,  El  Paso  Sector 
Public  Affairs  Officer.  "Obviously 
we  don't  support  the  notion  of 
ranchers  rounding  people  up.  We 
think  that  should  be  an  immigra- 
tion function,  and  we  want  to  keep 
it  that  way."  According  to  many 
ranchers,  though,  until  the  Border 
Patrol  increases  its  presence  in  the 
rural  areas,  this  trend  probably 
won't  change. 

-L.C. 
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Border  Patrol 
agents  depend 
on  state-of-the- 
art  technology 
as  well  as  trled- 
and-true  meth- 
ods to  assist  in 
their  search  for 
border  incur- 
sions. Senior 
Patrol  Agent  Art 
Mendoza  uses 
binoculars  to 
scan  the  desert 
under  the  twi- 
light sky  in  the 
El  Paso,  Texas, 
sector. 


he  was  caught  twice  -  the  second 
just  eight  minutes  after  his  initial 
release. 

"Realistically,  we  can't  put  300 
to  400  people  in  detention  every 
day,"  Mosier  says.  "If  we  catch 
someone  who  has  a  criminal  record 
or  is  flagrantly  ignoring  immigra- 
tion laws,  we'll  hang  on  to  him  and 
prosecute  him."  In  the  same  breath 
agents  vent  their  frustration  on  some 
aliens'  quick  retums,  they  praise  the 
computer  program  that  tracks  such 
information.  With  a  quick  scan  of  a 
fingerprint  and  the  snap  of  a  digital 
photo,  the  suspect's  file  is  quickly 
accessed,  eliminating  the  guesswork 
of  his  identity  and  criminal  history. 

Mounted  Patrol.  Some  agents 
embrace  the  modem  accou- 
trements and  prefer  piloting  heli- 
copters. Others  man  futuristic 
heat-sensing  devices  powerful 
enough  to  visually  pinpoint  a 
jackrabbit  cowering  behind  sage- 
brush more  than  a  mile  away  at 
midnight.  Some,  though,  are  par- 
tial to  more  traditional  tools. 

With  his  USBP-embossed 
chaps,  cowboy  hat  and  horseshoe- 
shaped  mustache,  Senior  Patrol 
Agent  Cody  Winn  looks  like  he 
could  punch  a  dogie  as  easily  as 
corral  border  crossers.  Descriptions 
of  his  work  are  framed  more  by 
instinct  than  innovation.  "The  hors- 
es sense  people  or  rattlesnakes  long 
before  we  do,"  says  Winn,  called 
the  "Horse  Whisperer"  by  fellow 
agents.  "And  'stealthwise'  they 
help  us  move  up  quietly  on 


people."  As  the  horse  patrol  coordi- 
nator, he  values  being  partnered 
with  a  good  horse.  Once  a  good 
match  is  found,  agents  assigned  to 
this  duty  are  paired  with  the  same 
horse  the  length  of  their  one-year 
tour.  Whiling  away  days  on  horse- 
back leaves  many  agents  yeaming 
for  a  longer  stay. 

The  upside  of  working  outdoors 
in  the  Southwest  is  also  its  down- 
side. The  weather  is  usually  ideal 
with  year-round  warmth  and  little 
rain.  On  this  evening,  though,  a  rare 
cold  snap  and  its  biting  breeze  has 
Winn  wishing  for  additional  layers 
of  clothes.  And  since  running 
across  the  border  is  mostly  a  fair- 
weather  activity,  the  lack  of  sensors 
sounding  gives  him  ample  time  to 
ponder  the  plummeting  mercury. 

Even  on  this  crisp  night,  the 
draw  of  America's  economic  gold 
mine  inspires  a  few  hearty  souls  to 
bundle  up  and  bolt  across  the  bor- 
der. The  agents  know  that  the  ille- 
gal immigrants  will  continue  to 
risk  extreme  weather,  snakebites, 
deportation  and  exploitation  by 
alien  smugglers  to  grab  an  ample 
slice  of  the  American  pie.  "The 
magnet,"  Mosier  concludes,  "is  just 
too  strong." 

Layne  Cameron  is  a 
free-lance  writer  living 
outside  Indianapolis.  He 
is  a  former  associate 
editor  for  The  American  Legion 
Magazine. 

Article  design:  Holly  K.  Soria 


American  Legion  passes 
lii 


Recognizing  an  invasion  of  the  United 
States  in  crisis  proportions  by  illegal 
aliens,  the  delegates  of  The  American 
Legion  National  Convention  assembled 
Sept.  5-7  in  Milwaukee  and  adopted  Res- 
olution 332:  Immigration  Reform. 

In  its  resolution,  the  Legion  urges  Con- 
gress and  the  states,  the  United  States  Jus- 
tice Department  and  INS  to  take  necessary 
action  to  stop  the  invasion  of  illegal  immi- 
gration in  this  country.  The  American  Le- 
gion asked  that  additional  Border  Patrol 
agents  be  hired  and  trained  and  that  legisla- 
tion be  passed  to  empower  law  enforcement 
to  apprehend,  hold  and  incarcerate  individu- 
als who  are  in  this  country  illegally. 

The  Legion  seeks  immediate  deportation 
proceedings  at  major  points  of  embarkation 
for  those  arriving  in  this  country  without 
valid  passport  visas.  The  Legion  also  pro- 
poses a  requirement  that  aU  legal  aliens  car- 
ry a  counterfeit-resistant  registration  card 
and  that  they  be  required  to  report,  within  a 
specified  length  of  time,  to  local  officials 
their  location  and  place  of  employment. 

The  Legion  petitioned  the  president  and 
Congress  to  enact  such  emergency  measures 
to  prevent  smuggling  of  illegal  aliens  and 
stop,  detain  and  deport  potential  terrorists  or 
those  with  ties  to  terrorist  groups.  The  Le- 
gion resolution  asked  that  appropriate  mili- 
tary resources  assist  to  stop  the  flow  of  ille- 
gal aliens  into  the  country  and  all  the 
resources  of  the  United  States  be  utilized  to 
enforce  the  security  of  our  country's  borders. 
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YOU  HAVE  RECENTLY  had 
a  personal  experience  with  civil 
lawsuits,  you  certainly  know  the 
system  needs  serious  reform.  Sim- 
ply stated,  our  legal  system  costs 
too  much  and  takes  too  much  time 
to  resolve  disputes. 

Yes,  Americans  are  rightly 
proud  of  the  system  of  government 
and  laws  established  in  our  Consti- 
tution -  a  framework  that  remains, 
as  Thomas  Jefferson  wrote,  "the 
wisest  ever  yet  presented  to  men." 

Yet  there  is  a  growing  sense  in  the 
country  today  that  one  of  the  bulwarks 
of  that  system,  our  civU  courts,  is  in 
need  of  urgent  changes.  One  survey 
found  that  just  35  percent 
of  Americans  believe 
that  "the  justice  system 
works  and  people  get 
the  justice  they 
deserve." 

It's  not  difficult  to 
understand  why  so 
many  Ameri- 
cans are  losing 
confidence  in 


the  civil  justice  system.  They  know  that 
the  system  is  supposed  to  resolve  dis- 
putes, correct  legal  wrongs  and  deUver 
justice  in  civil  cases  -  all  as  quickly  and 
cost-effectively  as  possible.  They  also 
know  that  the  reality  falls  short  of  these 
standards. 

Justice  or  Jackpot?  Americans  see  mil- 
lions of  new  lawsuits  filed  every  year, 
many  of  them  frivolous  or  fraudulent 
claims  that  clog  the  courts,  punish  the 
innocent  and  delay  justice  for  the 
deserving. 

They  see  plaintiffs'  trial  lawyers  us- 
ing the  civil  justice  system  not  as  a 
means  of  achieving  justice,  but  as  an 
instrument  of  harassment,  intimidation 
and  profiteering. 

They  see  out-of-control  judgments 
that  make  the  legal  process  resemble  not 
so  much  a  search  for  truth  as  a  hunt  for  a 
lottery  jackpot.  And  they  see  the  mount- 
ing expenses  the  litigation  culture  is  in- 
flicting on  society. 

Each  year  the  tort  system  imposes 
more  than  $150  billion  in  costs  on  the 
American  people.  If  we  include  the  indi- 
rect costs  -  higher  insurance  premiums, 
defensive  medicine  and  the  like  -  the 


MmMm  ImnmM. 

figure  easily  tops  $300  billion.  Annual 
tort-law  costs  now  stand  at  2.2  percent 
of  the  Gross  Domestic  Product  -  more 
than  the  entire  budget  for  Medicare. 

Litigation  Phobia?  The  proliferation  of 
lawsuits  -  and,  equally  significant,  the 
fear  of  lawsuits  -  has  changed  the  face 
of  American  business.  A  survey  of  sev- 
eral thousand  manufacturers  found  that, 
owing  to  liability  concems,  36  percent 
had  discontinued  product  lines,  15  per- 
cent had  laid  off  workers  and  8  percent 
had  closed  down  production  plants. 

The  National  Federation  of  Indepen- 
dent Businesses  estimates  that  small- 
business  owners  pay  $100,000  to  defend 
an  average  lawsuit.  All  told,  American 
firms  actually  pay  out  more  for  legal 
services  than  they  spend  on  research  and 
development.  As  one  businessman  not- 
ed, "That  means  we  spend  as  much 
money  adjudicating  the  past  as  we  do 
planning  for  growth  in  the  future." 

Liability  concems  directly  affect  con- 
sumers in  the  form  of  higher  prices  for 
everything  from  stepladders  to  sports 
equipment.  This  "litigation  tax,"  as  some 
have  called  it,  adds  some  $3,000  to  the 
cost  of  a  heart  pacemaker  and  $191  to 
the  cost  of  a  tonsillectomy.  It  accounts 
for  $8  of  $1 1 .50  for  a  child's  DPT 
(diptheria/pertussis/tetanus)  vaccine. 
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Pickles,  Mickey 
IVIouse  and  otiier 
frivolous  lawsuits 

Hot  Pickle  Suit.  A  woman  in  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  sued  a  local  McDonald's 
restaurant,  alleging  it  sold  her  a  ham- 
burger containing  an  overly  hot  pickle 
that  dropped  onto  her  chin,  burning  it 
so  badly  it  left  a  scar.  She's  asking 
$1 1 0,000  for  medical  bills,  lost  wages, 
and  physical  and  mental  suffering, 
while  her  husband  says  he  deserves 
$15,000  for  being  deprived  of  her  ser- 
vices and  consortium. 

Potty  Problems.  A  man  sued  the  city 
of  San  Diego  for  emotional  distress 
occasioned  by  his  extra  wait  to  use  the 
men's  room  at  an  Elton  John  concert 
after  women  began  cutting  in  and  using 
the  men's  restroom.  He  also  sued  the 
beer  concession  for  contributing  to  his 
repeated  use  of  the  facilities.  The  judge 
tagged  him  and  his  lawyer  with  sanc- 
tions for  meritless  litigation. 

IVIickey  Mouse  Suit.  Disneyland  was 
sued  for  emotional  distress  after  a 
patron's  kids  saw  the  strolling  cartoon 
figures  out  of  character  and  realized 
they  were  just  regular  people. 

Deer  Friends.  A  man  sought  damages 
when  his  car  collided  with  a  deer  along 
a  semirural  road  in  Texas.  The  man's 
attorney  claims  subdivision  residents 
are  to  blame  for  feeding  the  deer  and 
could  therefore  be  held  legally  responsi- 
ble for  the  presence  of  deer  in  the  area. 

Sneaker  Attack.  A  Manhattan  orthope- 
dic surgeon  sued  Nike  Inc.  for  $10  mil- 
lion, saying  shoes  made  by  the  athletic 
footwear  giant  tripped  her  and  caused 
permanent  injury.  The  doctor  says  that 
while  she  was  jogging,  the  right  shoe- 
lace hooked  around  the  back  tab  of  the 
left  sneaker,  spilling  her  onto  her  wrists 
and  knees  and  causing  a  wrist  injury 
that  imperils  her  future  career  as  a  sur- 
geon. A  Nike  spokeswoman  in  Beaver- 
ton,  Ore.,  said  the  company  hadn't  seen 
the  complaint  yet,  but  that  people  "some- 
times don't  tie  their  shoes  properly." 

Roll  of  the  Dice.  A  man  in  San  Rafael, 
Calif.,  is  seeking  compensation  from 
two  major  credit  card  companies  that 
gave  him  cash  advances.  He  is  suing 
American  Express  and  Discover  for 
losses  he  incurred  while  gambling  on 
the  Internet. 

One  Ugly  Rat.  The  New  York  Daily 
News  reported  a  lawsuit  involving  a 
city  worker  who  sued  for  psychologi- 
cal stress  after  seeing  a  rat  in  a  tunnel 
under  the  Hudson  River. 

-  Compiled  by  Elissa  Kaupisch 


Taken  together,  all  these  costs  of  run- 
away lawsuits  have  an  impact  on  the 
American  economy  -  an  impact  that  is 
without  parallel  in  the  industrialized 
world.  No  other  developed  nation  is  so 
Mtigious.  hideed  America,  with  only  five 
percent  of  the  world's  population,  has 
about  70  percent  of  the  world's  lawyers. 
Our  legal  system  -  as  I  told  the  Ameri- 
can Bar  Association  in  a  speech  in  1991 
-  has  become  a  "self-inflicted  competi- 
tive disadvantage." 

For  the  health-care  sector,  excessive 
litigation  has  been  not  merely  a  disad- 
vantage but  a  disaster.  The  medical  mal- 
practice lawsuit  rate  has  more  than  dou- 
bled in  the  past  two  decades.  Between 
70  percent  and  80  percent  of  physicians 
are  sued  during  their  careers.  Unless  we 
truly  believe  that  70  percent  to  80  per- 
cent of  doctors  are  guilty  of  malpractice, 
it's  obvious  that  a  lot  of  these  lawsuits 
are  without  merit. 

Even  groundless  claims,  however, 
must  be  answered  and  defended.  As  a 
consequence,  liabUity  insurance  is  often 
the  largest  single  overhead  expense  in  a 
physician's  practice,  with  annual  premi- 
ums often  exceeding  $100,000.  Not  sur- 
prisingly, some  doctors  have  chosen  to 
quit  practicing  altogether.  The  American 
College  of  Obstetricians  and  Gynecolo- 
gists found  that  nearly  one  in  eight  OB/ 
GYN  doctors  have  dropped  their  obstetri- 
cal practices  because  of  liability  concerns. 

The  growing  preference  for  lawsuits 
also  is  harming  the  fabric  of  our  society. 
A  litigation  culture  breeds  mistrust,  dis- 
rupts business  relationships  and  destroys 
friendships.  The  experience  of  a  lawsuit 
almost  always  takes  a  heavy  toll  on  peo- 
ple, regardless  of  which  side  they're  on. 
hi  a  legal  battle,  Abraham  Lincoln  ob- 
served 150  years  ago,  "The  nominal 
winner  is  often  the  real  loser  -  in  fees, 
expenses  and  wasted  time." 

While  the  volume  of  litigation  today  is 
infinitely  greater  than  in  Lincoln's  day, 
the  reputation  of  lawyers  is  far  lower.  This 
is  a  sad  indictment  of  a  profession  that  is 
still  full  of  many  dedicated  men  and 
women.  Perhaps  this  is  why  many 
lawyers  -  though  perhaps  not  the  most 
vocal  members  of  the  profession  -  strong- 
ly support  common-sense  civil  justice 
reforms  to  make  the  legal  system  more 
fair,  efficient  and  easier  to  get  an  answer. 

Steps  to  Tort  Reform.  The  case  for  legal 
reform  is  compelling.  And  the  principles 
that  should  guide  reform  are  clear:  People 
who  suffer  from  wrongdoing  must  have 
their  day  in  court.  Those  who  have  done 


Former  U.S.  senator 
and  presidential  can- 
didate George  S. 
McGovern  believes 
curbing  the  American 
lawsuit  industry  is  not 
about  being  conserva- 
tive or  liberal.  "It  is 
about  being  reason- 
able and  responsible," 
he  says.  McGovern, 
who  owned  an  inn 
after  leaving  the  U.S. 
Senate,  cited  abusive 
lawsuits  as  a  major 
reason  the  business 
failed.  AP  photo 

nothing  wrong  should  be  tree  from  ha- 
rassment and  abuse.  Legitimate  disputes 
should  be  resolved  as  quickly  as  possible 
and  at  a  minimum  expense.  Rules  should 
be  predictable  and  evenly  applied. 

With  these  principles  in  mind,  here 
are  some  steps  we  should  take  in  the 
years  ahead: 

First,  we  should  launch  a  serious  ef- 
fort to  clear  away  frivolous  lawsuits.  I 
have  long  advocated  a  "fairness  mle"  that 
would  give  trial  judges  discretion  in  friv- 
olous suits  to  order  the  loser  to  pay  the 
winner's  legal  fees.  Frivolous  claims  are 
the  most  basic  abuse  of  the  legal  system. 
They  are  an  affront  to  the  cause  of  justice 
and  an  irresponsible  use  of  pubUc  resour- 
ces. People  who  file  such  claims  must  be 
held  accountable  for  their  actions. 

So,  too,  must  their  attomeys.  Li  the 
2000  presidential  campaign,  George  W. 
Bush  wisely  proposed  amending  the 
Federal  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure  to  re- 
quire mandatory  sanctions  against  attor- 
neys who  file  frivolous  claims.  He  also 
proposed  a  "three-strikes"  rule,  under 
which  an  attorney  who  files  three  egre- 
giously  frivolous  suits  would  be  barred 
from  practicing  in  federal  courts  for 
three  years.  That's  a  harsh  sanction,  but 
only  the  most  persistently  reckless 
lawyers  need  fear  it. 

Second,  we  should  streamline  "dis- 
covery" -  the  pretrial  process  of  gather- 
ing depositions,  documents  and  records. 
Discovery  is  a  virtually  cost-free  weapon 
that  one  side  can  use  against  the  other; 
lawyers  can  simply  demand  that  the  op- 
posing party  produce  mountains  of  docu- 
ments having  little  to  do  with  the  matters 
at  issue.  Such  tactics  merely  add  further 
expense  and  delay  to  the  legal  process. 

The  solution  to  this  problem  is  fairly 
simple:  amending  court  rules  to  require 
that  discovery  requests  be  limited  to  ma- 
terials specifically  relevant  to  a  claim  or 
defense  in  the  case. 

Third,  we  should  curb  the  haphazard, 
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lotto-like  awai'ds  that  tempt  people  to  liic 
lawsuits  in  the  hopes  of  winning  the  big 
one.  The  main  culprits  here  are  punitive 
damages,  which  sometimes  exceed  com- 
pensatory awards  by  millions  of  dollars. 
For  many  years  now,  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  has  expressed  concern  about  puni- 
tive damage  awards  that  "run  wUd."  The 
late  Justice  Lewis  F.  Powell  Jr.  noted  that 
the  current  system  "invites  punishment 
so  arbitrary  as  to  be  virtually  random." 

The  answer  is  not,  as  some  have  ad- 
vocated, to  eliminate  punitive  damages; 
such  awards  should  always  be  an  option 
in  cases  involving  truly  reprehensible 
conduct.  There  should,  however,  be  rea- 
sonable and  predictable  limits  -  for  ex- 
ample, setting  punitive  damages  at  an 
amount  equal  to  the  actual  harm 
suffered  by  the  plaintiff. 

A  related  reform  should  be  consid- 
ered in  medical  malpractice  law.  As 
with  punitive  damages,  non-economic  - 
or  "pain  and  suffering"  -  awards  in  mal- 
practice cases  have  an  unpredictable, 
almost  random  quality.  Setting  an  upper 
limit  would  bring  some  needed  stability 
to  the  liability  system.  The  effect  would 
be  to  make  insurance  more  affordable 
for  doctors  and  health  care  more  afford- 
able for  consumers. 

Fourth,  we  should  curb  the  prolifera- 
tion of  class-action  lawsuits.  This  form 
of  litigation  has  become  a  favored 
method  of  lawyers  for  obtaining  massive 
awards  that  yield  miniscule  compensa- 
tion for  their  "clients"  but  lucrative  fees 
for  the  lawyers  themselves. 

A  common  tactic  of  class-action 
lawyers  is  "forum  shopping"  to  find  the 
friendliest  local  judges  and  courts  in 
which  to  file  suit.  As  a  result,  writes 
Prof.  Ronald  Rotunda  of  the  University 
of  Illinois,  some  state  courts  have  used 
class  actions  to  "trump  the  laws  of  other 
states."  In  one  case,  a  state  court  labeled 
as  "fraud"  a  car  insurance  company's 
policy  conceming  generic  replacement 
parts,  effectively  pre-empting  the  laws 
of  47  other  states. 


Alderman  Ron  Austin 
of  Fayetteville,  Ark., 
drinks  from  a  cup  dur- 
ing a  meeting  of  the 
Fayetteville  City  Coun- 
cil. Austin  Is  pursuing 
a  $1  million  lawsuit 
against  the  Braums 
restaurant  chain  after 
being  burned  by  a  cup 
of  hot  chocolate  he 
purchased  at  a  drive- 
through  and  later 
spilled.  AP  photo 


Suing  time  for  tliose  doing  time 


Suit  Yourself.  An  inmate  filed  a  $5  million 
lawsuit  against  himself,  claiming  he  had 
violated  his  own  civil  rights  by  getting  him- 
self arrested.  He  then  asked  the  state  to 
pay  up  since  he  is  a  "ward  of  the  state." 

Out  of  Hearing  Range.  A  Mississippi 
prisoner  sued  for  not  receiving  his  sched- 
uled parole  hearing,  even  though  he  had 
escaped  and  was  out  when  the  hearing 
was  held. 

Bird  on  a  Wire.  A  Connecticut  prisoner 
sued  the  state  for  $20,000  for  pain  and  suf- 
fering because  he  cut  his  hand  on  bartjed 
wire  while  trying  to  escape  from  jail. 

Blew  His  Stack.  A  Florida  prisoner  sued 


to  force  prison  officials  to  serve  him  three 
pancakes,  instead  of  two,  at  breakfast. 

It's  Fallen  and  I  Can't  Pick  it  Up!  An 

inmate  in  IMebraska  sued  after  officials 
ordered  him  to  pick  up  a  hamburger  bun 
he  dropped.  The  inmate  claimed  this  was 
a  "work  assignment"  and  that  he  was 
prevented  from  working  because  of  a 
medical  condition. 

Crime  Shouldn't  Spray!  An  Oakland,  Calif., 
bank  robber  sued  bank,  city  and  police  offi- 
cials after  a  tear-gas  device  hidden  in  the 
loot  injured  him  during  his  getaway. 

-  Compiled  by  Elissa  Kaupisch 


The  solution  here  is  to  ensure  that 
class-action  cases  with  national  implica- 
tions are  moved  into  federal  court.  After 
all,  one  of  the  reasons  federal  courts  were 
created  was  to  hear  cases  involving  parties 
from  different  states.  The  tramers  of  the 
Constitution  wished  to  avoid  the  very  kind 
of  "home  court  advantage"  we  now  see  in 
some  class  actions.  A  few  modest  changes 
in  the  law  would  revive  that  principle. 

Reform  in  Sight.  This  is  an  ambitious 
agenda.  It  is  also  an  achievable  one,  be- 
cause the  momentum  for  legal  refonn  has 
been  accelerating  over  the  last  several 
years.  Most  of  the  action  has  been  at  the 
state  level.  At  the  federal  level,  several 
comprehensive  reforms  have  passed 
Congress,  only  to  be  vetoed  by  President 
Clinton.  The  Securities  Litigation  Reform 
Act  -  an  important  bipartisan  measure  to 
curtail  an  epidemic  of  questionable  class- 
action  lawsuits  -  became  law  after  Con- 
gress overrode  the  president's  veto.  The 
advent  of  a  new  administration  brings 
new  hope  that  sensible,  mainstream  legal 
reforms  will  carry  the  day  in  Washington. 

"Supporting  curbs  on  the  American 
lawsuit  industry  is  not  about  being  con- 
servative or  liberal,"  wrote  former  De- 
mocratic presidential  candidate  George 
S.  McGovem.  "It  is  not  about  being  a 
good  Democrat  or  a  loyal  Republican.  It 
is  about  being  reasonable  and  responsi- 
ble." McGovem,  who  owned  a  country 
inn  after  leaving  the  U.S.  Senate,  cited 
abusive  lawsuits  as  a  major  reason  why 
the  business  failed. 

Personal  Responsibility.  Curbing  the 
lawsuit  industry  will  require  not  just  a 
bipartisan  effort  to  change  laws,  but  a 
national  effort  to  change  attitudes.  One 
of  the  most  destructive  features  of  mod- 


em morality  is  the  decline  of  personal 
responsibiUty.  For  too  long,  the  prevail- 
ing culture  has  encouraged  the  notion 
that  if  something  goes  awry  in  one's  life, 
someone  else  must  be  to  blame. 

This  very  mindset  is  what  encourages 
people  to  sue  each  other  at  the  slightest 
provocation.  It  also  contributes  to  the  re- 
cent unsettling  trend  toward  blaming  out- 
side forces  -  e.g.,  tobacco  companies  -  for 
the  choices  we've  made  in  our  ovm  lives. 
Only  when  our  nation  reclaims  the  value 
of  personal  responsibility  will  we  truly 
overcome  the  litigation  culture  and  all  its 
negative  effects  on  American  life  and  law. 

No  one  is  suggesting  that  we  should 
abolish  litigation  altogether.  Sometimes 
a  lawsuit  is  the  only  way  to  resolve  a 
dispute,  enforce  a  right  or  vindicate  an 
important  legal  principle.  Our  objective, 
however,  should  be  as  Walter  Olson 
stated  it  in  his  extraordinary  book,  "The 
Litigation  Explosion":  to  once  again 
"make  litigation  an  exception,  a  last  re- 
sort, a  necessary  evil  at  the  margins  of 
common  life."  Once  we  do  this,  we  will 
restore  pubhc  faith  in  our  legal  system. 
This  will  take  time.  It  will  take  effort. 
But  most  of  all,  it  will  take  leadership. 
Let  us  begin.  □ 

Prior  to  serving  as 
vice  president  of  the 
United  States  from 
1989-1993,  Dan 
Quayle  served  as  both 
a  congressman  and 
senator  from  Indiana. 
Mr.  Quayle  served  in  the  Indiana  Na- 
tional Guard  from  1969  to  1975. 

Illustration  by  Samuel  A.  Minick 

Article  design:  Holly  K.  Soria 
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TOMATO  VARIETY:  GIANT  TREE  V.^ 


■jj^^^H  TOMATO  VARIEPi 

Tree 
Tomal 


Zooms  To  An  Amazing 
8'  Tall  In  Just  3  Months  i 


FOR  VALUABLE  GARDENING  TIPS  VISIT  US  AT 

www.gardenerschoice.net 


Amazing  Super-Species  Lool<s  Like  A 
Fruit  Tree  —  [^reduces  Busliels  of 

Tomato  Clusters  Summer  to  Fall 


Basket  after  basket  of  juicy  mouthwatering  beauties  up  to  2  pounds  each  . . .  so  delicious, 
so  succulent,  just  one  sliced  up  tree  tomato  covers  an  entire  slice  of  bread!  A  super- 
growing  tree  that  z-o-o-m-s  high  as  a  man  in  just  3  MONTHS!  A  New  Crop  Of 
Farm-Fresh'  Tomatoes  Each  Week  —Yours  To  Feast  On  For  About  A  Penny  A  Piece! 

A  living  tomato  factory  so  desperate  to  produce  that  for  every  tomato  you  pick 
one  week,  two  more  seem  to  jump  forth  to  take  its  place.  Grow  In  Yard  As  A 
Garden  Wonder...Or  As  A  Patio  Showpiece!  Non-Stop  Fruit  All  Season 
Long! 

We  ship  them  already  in  their  own  pre-treated,  pre-sown,  pre-fed 
nurseryman's  starter  pots.  Guarantied  to  grow  or  money  back!  (less 
p&h)  Supplies  Are  Limitid  —  Make  Sure  You  Do  Not  Miss  Out  — 
ACT  NOW! 


NO  RISK  GUARANTEE 


Order  without  risk.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed  if  not  completely  happy,  just  write  us  for  a  refund 
(less  postage  and  handling),  repfacement  or  credit  on  next  order  wnichever  you  prefer 


rGardeners'~Chorce7  Deptr  GTBH-0304 
P.O.  Box  8005,  Hartford,  Ml  49057-8005 

Please  send  me  the  Giant  Tree  Tomatoes  ordered  below  on  your 
money-back  guarantee  (less  p&h). 

□  Two  (2)  Tree  Tomatoes  only  $6.98  +  $2.50  p&h. 

□  SAVE!  Four  (4)  Tree  Tomatoes  only  $10.98  +  $3.00  p&h. 

□  SAVE  MORE!  Six  (6)  Tree  Tomatoes  only  $14.98  +  $3.50  p&h. 

□  BEST  BUY!  Eight  (8)  Tree  Tomatoes  only  $18.98  +  $4.00  p&h. 

CX  Ml,  l\IY  Res.  add  sales  tax.  Enc.  is  $  (check  or  M.O.) 

Charge  It:  □  MasterCard  □  Visa  □  American  Express 


Acct  #_ 


Exp.  Date  _ 


Name 


Address_ 


City_ 


State 


-Zip. 


mmiiW:  mi  mmm 


Carl  Erskine's  penchant  for  pitching  made  him  a  hot  commodity  among  major-league 
baseball  teams  when  he  graduated  from  high  school  in  1945.  The  U.S.  Navy  had  dibs  on 
him  first,  though,  and  Erskine  served  a  year. 


Dodger  hurler  served 
during  World  War  IL 

CARL  ERSKINE  CONSIDERS 
himself  an  ordinary  man  who 
just  happens  to  have  done  some 
extraordinary  things. 
The  former  major-league 
pitcher,  whose  years  with  the 
Brooklyn  Dodgers  put  him  alongside 
legendary  player  Jackie  Robinson,  has 
enough  to  be  proud  of  on  his  own.  Er- 
skine held  the  World  Series  single- 
game  strikeout  record  of  14  in  1953. 
He  also  pitched  two  no-hit,  no-run 
games  -  one  against  the  Chicago  Cubs 
in  1952  and  one  against  the  New  York 
Giants  in  1956.  He  played  in  five 
World  Series,  appearing  in  1 1  games. 

And  that's  just  his  baseball  career. 
After  retiring  from  the  game,  Erskine 
proved  himself  as  much  a  success  off 
the  field  as  on.  In  his  15  years  as  an 
insurance  agent,  he  was  named  a  Top 
Ten  producer  12  times.  He  worked  as  a 
bank  president  for  1 1  years.  And  at  74, 
he's  as  active  as  ever  in  his  hometown 
community,  serving  everywhere  from 
college  and  hospital  trustee  boards  to 
the  Special  Olympics  committee. 

Erskine  resides  in  Anderson,  Ind., 
with  his  wife,  Betty.  He  is  director  and 
community  relations  officer  for  Star 
Financial  Bank  and  an  active  member 
of  American  Legion  George  Hockett 
Post  127. 

Assistant  Editor  Matt  Grills  inter- 
viewed Erskine  about  his  brief  mili- 
tary service  and  how  he  came  to  be 
immortalized  as  one  of  baseball's 
original  "Boys  of  Summer." 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE: 

Why  did  you  join  the  Navy  during 
World  War  II? 

CARL  ERSKINE:  The  Navy  experience 
was  quick.  The  need  was  great,  so  I 
was  drafted.  I  got  out  of  high  school  in 
June,  and  by  early  July  I  was  in  the 
Navy.  They  sent  me  to  a  training  sta- 
tion in  upstate  New  York.  Instead  of 
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Revolutionary  Soft  Hearing  Aid — Free  Information 


Tiny  Hearing  Aid  with 
Remarkable  Sound! 


The  Exciting  New  EarMate-63  Hearing  Aid 

If  you  miss  some 
words,  the  EarMate-63 
may  be  your  solution. 


Are  you  one  of  the  millions  of 
Americans  suffering  from  gradual 
hearing  loss?  You  say  "What?" 
more  often  because  it  sounds  to  you 
like  people  are  mumbling.  Family 
members  complain  that  you  play  the 
TV  too  loudly.  You  avoid 
conversations  because  you  don't 
hear  the  higher  tones  in  speech.  It 
happens  to  almost  everyone — you 
hear  but  don't  understand. 


U.S.  Army  research  concluded 
hearing  loss  associated  with  aging 
is  a  normal,  predictable  process. 
In  today's  noisier  world  that  loss 
occurs  at  younger  ages.  You  may 
not  even  be  aware  it's  happening. 

Now  you  don't  have  to  sacrifice 
your  quality  of  life  because  of  your 
mild  to  moderate  hearing  loss.  The 
EarMate-63  amplifies  the  higher 
tones  which  you've  been  missing. 
You  have  nothing  to  lose  by  trying 
this  tiny  hearing  aid — it  may  be  the 
perfect  solution  for  you! 


Scientific  Breakthrough! 

Now  you  may 
dramatically 
improve  your 
hearing  with  the 
new  EarMate-63. 
The  outer  casing 
is  made  of  a  soft 
material  that 
conforms  to  the 
shape  of  your 
ear  canal.  Its  revolutionary  soft 
casing  remains  soft  and  pliable.  You 
are  assured  a  secure  and  comfortable 
fit  which  minimizes  the  chance  of 
squealing  or  whistling.  You  can 
have  the  best  fit  possible  from  a 
ready-to-wear  hearing  aid. 

©  Hearing  Help  Express,  DeKalb,  IL  601 15 


Clearer  &  Cleaner  Sound 

You  will  be  amazed  by  the  quality 
of  the  sound  you  hear  with  the 
EarMate-63.  Its  superior  Class  D 
circuitry  gives  you  a  clearer,  more 
natural  sound  with  less  distortion. 
You  will  also  discover  that  your 
batteries  last  twice  as  long  with 
Class  D  circuitry,  so  you  spend 
half  as  much  on  batteries. 

For  less  than  $300  with  an 
introductory  offer,  you  can  try  this 
revolutionary  hearing  aid  for 
yourself.  You  can  be  assured  that 
quality  is  not  sacrificed.  Compare 
the  EarMate-63  to  hearing  aids 
selling  for  more  than  $  1 ,000  and 
decide  for  yourself  which  works 
best  for  you. 


The  Hearing  Help  Express  Guarantee 

Use  your  EarMate-63(s)  for  45  days  and  you  will  rediscover  the 
better  hearing  you  once  took  for  granted.  If  you  are  not  completely 
satisfied,  return  your  EarMate-63(s)  for  a  full  refund. 

The  Hearing  Help  Express  Warranty 

You  will  receive  a  one  year  warranty 
against  defects  in  materials  or  workmanship. 


EarMate-63  enlarged  to  show  detail. 


"It  is  one  of  the  best.  I've  got  one  for 
my  left  ear  and  now  one  for  the  right." 

R.M.,  Dover  OH 

"These  are  the  most  comfortable 
hearing  aids  I  have  ever  worn.  You 
have  a  customer  for  life." 

J.W..  Bishopville,  MD 


Hearing  Help  Expressi 


1 105  N  First  St,  Dept  34-376  I 
j  DeKalb,  IL  601 15-0586  J 

YES!  Please  rush  me  i 
'  details  on  the  EarMate-63  ' 
I  introductory  offer.  I  understand  | 
I  there  is  no  obligation  and 
I  no  salesperson  will  call. 


I 


Name- 


Address- 


City- 


I 


^ate/Zip  J 


Carl  D.  Erskine 

1926:  Born  in  Anderson,  Ind. 

1945:  Drafted  into  U.S.  Navy. 

1946:  Discharged  from  U.S. 
Navy;  signed  witli  Brool<- 
lyn  Dodgers. 

1952:  Pitclied  no-hitter  against 
Chicago  Cubs. 

1953:  Led  National  League  with 
20  mns  and  six  losses; 
held  World  Series  single- 
game  strikeout  record  of 
14  against  New  York 
Yankees. 

1956:  Pitched  no-hitter  against 
New  York  Giants;  recipi- 
ent of  National  Jaycees 
1 0  Outstanding  Young 
Men  of  America  Award. 

1960:  Retired  from  professional 
baseball;  founded  Mid- 
western United  Life  Insur- 
ance Company. 

1982:  Named  president  of  Star 
Financial  Bank  in  Ander- 
son. 

1993:  Named  vice  chairman  of 
the  board  for  Star  Finan- 
cial Bank  in  Anderson. 

2000:  Wrote  "Tales  from  the 
Dodger  Dugout." 


Carl  Erskine  retired  from  profes- 
sional baseball  in  1960.  He  now 
serves  as  director  and  communi- 
ty relations  officer  for  Star  Finan- 
cial Bank  in  Anderson,  Ind. 


Dodgers,  played  with  the  likes  of  Jackie  Robinson,  Roy 
Campanella,  "Pee  Wee"  Reese  and  Gil  Hodges.  Erskine  had  his 
own  record  to  be  proud  of,  though,  when  he  set  the  World  Series  single-game 
strikeout  record  of  14  against  the  New  York  Yankees  in  1953. 


having  the  conventional  12  weeks, 
they  had  shortened  it  to  four  because 
the  war  was  going  hot  and  heavy.  But 
about  the  third  weekend  of  boot  camp, 
we  dropped  the  atomic  bombs  in 
Japan  and  my  orders  changed.  The 
whole  war  changed.  Instead  of  my 
shipping  out,  I  spent  the  rest  of  my 
Navy  days  at  the  Boston  Navy  yard. 

Os  What  was  your  job  in  the  Navy? 
A:  When  I  was  in  my  senior  year  of 
high  school,  I  already  had  enough 
credits  to  graduate.  But  to  stay  the 
spring  semester,  I  had  to  take  enough 
credits  to  be  eligible  for  sports.  I  took 
typing,  for  some  strange  reason.  In 
those  days,  you  couldn't  find  one  man 
in  10,000  who  could  type.  So  that  got 
me  a  pretty  good  job  in  the  Navy. 
Guys  who  had  been  drafted  like  me 
had  come  right  off  the  ships,  and  my 
job  was  to  assess  from  their  orders 
where  their  naval  district  was  and  type 
an  endorsement  on  their  orders.  I  did 
that  for  about  a  year. 

Then  I  got  a  break  because  the 
commander  knew  that  the  Dodgers, 
the  Braves  and  some  other  teams  were 
trying  to  sign  me.  I  was  19  years  old. 
If  rd  waited  my  turn  to  get  out,  it 
would  have  been  forever,  because  I 
was  one  of  the  last  ones  in  before  the 
war  ended.  But  the  commander  called 
me  in  one  day  and  said,  "We've  de- 
signed a  one-day  discharge  process. 
But  we  need  to  send  a  few  guys 
through  it  to  kind  of  test  the  system. 
So  I'm  putting  you  in  there,  and  you 
can  get  yourself  out  of  here  and  go 


sign  and  play  your  baseball."  That  was 
mid-July  1946,  and  I  reported  to  the 
Dodgers  farm  team  in  Danville,  111., 
July  25.  That  was  where  I  started  my 
baseball  career. 

Q:  You  got  your  start  in  American 
Legion  Baseball.  How  much  of  an 
impact  did  that  have  on  your  pro- 
fessional career? 

A:  A  lot  of  players  in  those  years  came 
out  of  the  program.  That's  where  the 
scouts  looked  for  new  talent,  and  that's 
where  I  got  my  first  exposure.  The  first 
time  I  ever  met  a  scout  was  at  a  tourna- 
ment in  East  Chicago.  I  was  probably 
16.  We  were  playing  a  big  team  from 
Hammond.  I  struck  out  18  or  19  in  the 
game.  Two  Chicago  Cubs  scouts 
talked  to  me  after  the  game  and  thrilled 
me  to  death  to  think  they'd  be  interest- 
ed in  me.  Then,  just  a  few  days  after 
that,  I  came  home  and  my  mother  said 
I  got  a  letter.  There  were  subsequent 
letters  from  other  teams. 

Q:  How  did  you  end  up  with  the 
Brooklyn  Dodgers? 

A:  A  scout  out  of  Indianapolis  named 
Stanley  Feezle  . . .  started  following 
me  when  I  was  a  sophomore.  I  knew  a 
catcher  named  Jack  Rector,  and  he 
was  an  outstanding  prospect.  The  two 
of  us  kind  of  made  a  package.  The  day 
we  graduated,  Mr.  Feezle  came  to  our 
house  and  said,  "Congratulations, 
boys.  I've  got  a  graduation  present  for 
you.  Here's  a  first-class  ticket  to  New 
York  City.  You're  going  to  stay  in 
The  New  Yorker  Hotel  and  work  out 
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"HOW  TO  MAKE  YOUR 
COMPUTER  AS  EASY 
TO  USE  AS  YOUR 
TELEPHONE . 


33 


By  Webmaster  Raymond  Steinbacher,  and  the  research 
staff  at  Green  Tree  Press,  Inc. 

Are  you  frustrated  by  your  computer?  Is  it  about  as 
"user-««friendly"  as  it  can  be? 
L  Well,  here's  great  news! 

Green  Tree  Press  -  with  the  assistance  of  Webmaster 
Raymond  Steinbacher  -  has  developed  a  unique  new  computer- 
training  course  designed  specifically  for  beginners! 

Whether  you're  a  complete  novice  or  a  person  with  limited 
computer  experience,  this  is  the  course  you've  been  waiting  for! 

Here's  why... 

^  It  begins  with  the  assumption  that  you  know  nothing 
about  computers.  None  of  the  terminology.  Nothing. 

^  Every  lesson ...  every  step  ...  is  explained  in  plain  English. 
There's  no  confusing  computer  jargon.  No  technical  language. 

^  Every  step  is  sequential.  You  simply  can't  make  a  mistake 
because  every  step  is  self-correcting. 

gilt's  easy!  And  it's  fun!  You'll  be  amazed  at  how  quickly 
you're  learning. 

You'll  receive  your  printed  course  on  large  8  1/2"  x  11"  pages 
with  a  sturdy  Bristol  cover.  So  it's  exceptionally  easy  to  read. 

And,  everything  is  fully  illustrated  with  drawings  and  photo- 
graphs. So  you  not  only  read  —  you  actually  see  —  each  step. 

It  comes  to  you  complete.  Ready  to  use.  And  we're  so 
confident  you'll  complete  the  program  successfully,  we  uncondi- 
tionally guarantee  your  results  or  your  money  back! 

It  will  take  you  about  2  -  3  hours  —  start  to  finish. 

Y'  ou'll  learn  how  to  navigate  through  Windows  95™, 
Windows  98™  and  Windows  Me™  just  like  a  pro  ... 
master  basic  desktop  publishing. 

•  You'll  be  able  to  recognize  all  the  various  parts  of  your 
computer  ...  and  how  each  part  functions. 

•  You'll  understand  the  "world  wide  web" ...  "the  internet". 
You'll  learn  how  to  go  anywhere  in  the  world!  Instantly! 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  acquire  new  software  absolutely 
FREE. 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  bypass  busy  signals  and  get  onto 
the  Internet  in  a  matter  of  seconds. 

•  You'll  learn  a  secret  way  to  stop  receiving  junk  E-mail. 

•  You'll  learn  how  to  create  and  send  messages  to  people 
around  the  world  —  even  if  you  don't  type! 

•  You'll  learn  to  do  financial  planning,  develop  a  workable 
budget ...  even  do  payroll  and  employment  records. 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  acquire  and  install  the  best  antivirus 
program  in  the  world  —  FREE! 

•  You'll  learn  how  to  send  clear,  colorful  family  photos 
around  the  world  —  FREE! 

•  You'll  learn  how  to  FULLY  protect  your  computer  from 
lightning  and  power  surges  (ordinary  power  strips  don't  do 
the  job)! 


"How  come  it's  so  easy  for  Grannie? 


•  You'll  learn  a  secret  way  to  get  FREE  stereo  FM  and  AM 
stations  from  around  the  world  and  have  them  play  on  your 
sound  system  —  while  you're  on  line! 

•  You'll  discover  how  to  get  FREE  internet  service. 

•  You'll  be  able  to  create  files ...  short  cuts  ...  address  books  - 
even  create  your  own  posters  and  greeting  cards! 

•  You'll  be  able  to  talk  to  anyone  in  the  world  —  FREE  —  for 
up  to  15  minutes  (no  long  distance  charges.) 

•  You'll  discover  how  you  can  save  hundreds  of  dollars  by 
using  your  computer  as  a  fax  machine. 

•  And  much,  much  more  ... 

Here  are  some  comments  from  a  few  of  our  customers: 

"...  the  course  is  GREAT!!  Why  can't  those  computer 
companies  make  their  instructions  one  tenth  as  good  as 
your  course?" 

Sgt.  Frank  Gorchak,  New  Mexico 

"...  a  lot  better  than  those  'dummies'  books  and  a 
whale  of  a  lot  easier  to  understand,  too.  I  learned  the 
entire  Windows  segment  in  just  38  minutes." 

George  Roddy,  New  York 

"...  I'm  a  homemaker  and  grandma.  I  purchased  your 
program  out  of  self  defense  because  the  grandkids  know 
all  about  computers.  Now  I'm  on  the  internet  playing 
trivia  games  with  several  other  ladies  in  Scotland!!  ... 
you  made  it  so  easy." 

Margaret  Hunter,  Ohio 

You're  welcome  to  try  the  course  in  your  own  home. 
If  you're  not  absolutely  delighted  with  the  results  you  achieve, 
simply  return  it  at  any  time,  for  a  full  refund.  No  conditions. 
No  questions  asked.  That  is  our  100%  guarantee. 

To  order,  simply  print  your  name  and  address  on  a  piece 
of  paper  and  enclose  your  check  or  money  order  for  $12.95  (plus 
$3.98  shipping/handUng).  If  you  wish,  we  can  enclose  a  second 
copy  for  a  friend  for  an  additional  charge  of  only  $9.95.  Send 
your  order  to  Green  Tree  Press  Computer  Course,  Dept.  741, 
3603  West  12th  Street,  Erie,  PA  16505.  (PA  residents  please  add 
6%  sales  tax.)  Or,  charge  it  to  Visa,  MasterCard  or  Discover. 
Please  enclose  your  account  number  and  expiration  date. 

■  2001  G.T.P. 


with  the  Dodgers  for  a  week." 

So  they  sent  us  to  New  York  and 
gave  us  each  a  new  $100  bill.  The 
Dodgers  sent  a  car  for  us  every  day  to 
bring  us  over  to  the  field.  I'd  throw 
batting  practice  and  Jack  would  catch. 
At  night,  one  of  the  Dodgers'  scouts 
or  front-office  people  would  take  us 
out  to  dinner  and  then  to  Radio  City  or 
a  show  of  some  kind.  They  treated  us 
like  royalty.  That  was  really  the  reason 
I  wanted  to  stay  with  the  Dodgers, 
even  after  I  had  chances  to  sign  with 
several  other  teams. 

Qs  What  are  some  of  your  best 
memories  of  Jackie  Robinson? 

A:  One  day  as  we  were  leaving  I 
stopped  to  talk  to  his  wife  and  little 
boy.  He  thanked  me  the  next  day. 


"Jackie,  come  on,"  I  said.  "That's  as 
natural  as  me  talking  to  you." 

America  learned  a  big  lesson  about 
the  dignity  of  the  individual  from  Jack- 
ie. I  think  he  had  more  influence  than 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  did,  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  in  the  practical  sense  of 
accepting  someone  of  a  different  race. 

He  demonstrated  on  the  field  that 
he  belonged  there.  He  conducted  him- 
self off  the  field  in  a  way  that  was  in 
keeping  with  what  a  person  of  good 
character  would  do. 

Jackie  was  truly  a  patriot  of  Ameri- 
ca. He  loved  this  country  and  couldn't 
stand  to  think  that  a  segment  of  the 
population  was  pushed  aside  in  Ameri- 
ca, especially  since  he'd  been  an  offi- 
cer in  the  U.S.  Army  himself.  He'll 
have  a  lot  of  influence  in  history  as 


Former  Dodgers  pitcher  Carl  Erskine  stands  by  a  statue  of  himself  outside  the  Carl  D. 
Erskine  Rehabilitation  and  Sports  Medicine  Center  in  Anderson,  Ind.  The  facility  Is 
part  of  St.  John's  Health  Systems,  where  Erskine  serves  as  a  trustee. 


time  goes  on  because  of  his  character 
and  the  way  he  looked  at  life. 

0:  Alex  Rodriguez  signed  a  $252 
million,  10-year  contract  with  Texas 
in  December,  Is  any  baseball  player 
worth  those  figures? 

A:  Baseball  generates  more  than  $2  bil- 
lion in  revenues.  It  would  be  the  worst 
thing  I  could  think  of  for  the  guys  who 
really  sell  the  game  to  not  get  a  big 
slice  of  that.  But  how  much  is  enough? 
I  don't  know. 

I  know  I  get  shook  up  when  I  see  a 
player  make  $8  to  $10  million  a  year 
for  doing  the  same  thing  I  did  and 
maybe  at  the  same  level  I  did  in  some 
cases.  But  a  baseball  player  today  is 
like  an  entertainer.  We  never  thought 
like  that  in  our  day. 

0;  Be  honest.  When  the  weather's 
nice  and  the  urge  strikes,  do  you 
still  go  outside  and  throw  the  ball 
around  a  bit? 

A:  Neighbors  and  grandkids  always  want 
to  throw  a  httle.  And  I  still  do  camps  for 
the  Dodgers  called  "fantasy  camps." 

We  assemble  a  lot  of  former  play- 
ers and  staff,  and  for  a  fee  you  come 
and  spend  a  week  like  kids  going  to 
camp  and  hobnob  with  former  major- 
leaguers.  They  give  you  a  uniform  and 
you  go  out  on  the  field.  They  show 
you  how  to  catch  a  ball,  throw  a  ball, 
hit,  bunt,  whatever. 

I've  done  more  than  30  camps  for 
the  Dodgers  and  I've  met  people  from 
all  over  the  United  States  in  high 
places:  judges,  attorneys,  professional 
people,  corporate  presidents.  It  costs 
$4,000  for  a  week.  But  they  get  a  cou- 
ple of  uniforms  and  are  treated  like  big 
leaguers.  The  rest  of  us  do  the 
instructing.  So  I  get  to  throw  a  bit  and 
put  on  the  uniform. 

0:  Do  you  think  you  belong  in  the 
Baseball  Hall  of  Fame? 

A:  I  don't  hold  out  any  aspirations  for 
the  Hall  of  Fame.  I  had  some  good 
days.  I  had  some  Hall  of  Fame  days. 
But  Hall  of  Famers  have  sustained 
careers.  I  won  122  games.  Most  Hall 
of  Famers  win  more  than  200  games.  I 
don't  think  there's  any  way  in  the 
world  I  could  have  tried  harder.  My 
Hall  of  Fame  excitement  comes  from 
the  fact  that  I  played  with  about  six  or 
seven  Hall  of  Famers  on  one  team. 
That's  pretty  remarkable.  □ 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 
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Why  Paint  It? 

When  It's  So 
Easy  To 
Erase  it! 


Without  Sanding,  Painting, 
Waxing  or  Buffing! 

WORKS  ON  ANY 
COLOR  CAR! 


SPECIAL  nilONSY  SAVING  OFFER  ONLY 


WHEN 
YOU  ORDER 

TWO  - 


It's  the  automotive  breakthrough  discovery  of  the 
year!  Science's  new  wipe-on  wonder-formula  that 
blends  and  merges  itself  with  your  car's 
paint— then  coats,  fills  in  and  seals  surface 
scratches,  chips,  nicks  and  scrapes— so  your  car's 
finish  looks  showroom  new  IN  JUST  SECONDS! 

WORKS  ON  ALL  FINISHES-ALL  PAINTS-ALL  MAKE  CARS 
SO  THERE  ARE  NO  COLORS  TO  MATCH! 

Best  of  all  it's  so  darned  easy.  Just  wipe  it  on  and  wipe  it  off. 
There's  no  sanding,  no  priming,  no  repainting— and  most  impor- 
tant NO  COLORS  TO  MATCH!  That's  because  this  new  wonder 
formula  actually  draws  up,  blends  and  merges  your  car's  existing 
paint  right  over  scratches,  nicks  and  chips.  So  you  get  a  perfect 
match  every  time— no  matter  what  color  paint  on  your  car  or 
truck...no  matter  what  year  or  model. 

LIKE  GETHNG  A  FACTORY  TOUCH-UP 
WITHOUT  LIFTING  A  BRUSH! 

In  fact,  it  covers,  fills  in  and  bonds  so  flawlessly  you  can 
even  run  your  fingers  over  areas  that  only  moments  ago 
were  marred  by  jagged  scratches  and  chips . . .  and  they  not 
only  look,  but  feel  as  smooth  and  glossy  as  the  day  your  car  first 
rolled  off  the  factory  floor. 

ALSO  WIPES  AWAY  RUST  AND  PITHNG  - 
AND  RESTORES  CHROME,  TOO! 

Called  'SCRATCH  AWAY',  this  new  8  oz.  wonder-formula  is  great 
for  cars,  vans,  trucks,  motorcycles,  boats...kitchen  appliances  too. 
Why  it  even  makes  chrome,  brass,  silver  and  copper  look 
like  new  again  in  just  minutes,  with  a  single  wipe-it-on, 
wipe-it-off  treatment. 


FOR  VALUABLE  FREE  GIFTS  VISIT  US  AT: 

www^nationaltvbargainsxom 


©2001,  National  TV  Bargains,  1  Eversley  Ave.,  Norwallc,  CT  06851-5844 


Just  wipe  it 
wipe  it  off, 
scratches  vanish  before 
your  very  eyes! 


So  to  end  those  aggra- 


vating shopping  cen- 
ter mars  and  scars  forever,  order  today  on  special  low,  introducto- 
ry price.  FULL  SIX  MONTH  MONEY-BACK  GUARANTEE  (less 
p&h).  Act  now! 


rNatlonaffv  BargainsT  Dept.'sCWB-0204 

'  One  Eversley  Avenue,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 
Send  me  Scratch  Away  on  your  money  back  guarantee  if  not  delighted  (less  p&h) 

□  One  (1)  -8  oz.  SCRATCH  AWAY  only  $14.98  plus  $3  p&h 

□  Save:  Two  (2)-SCRATCH  AWAYS  only  $19.96  ($9.98  ea.)plus  $5  p&h 

□  Fleet  Special:  Six  (6)-  SCRATCH  AWAYS  only  $49.98  plus  $8  p&h 
Enc.  is  $  (check  or  M.O.).  CT  residents  add  sales  tax. 

Charge  it:  □  MasterCard    □  Visa  □  American  Express 


_Exp  Date_ 


Name_ 


Address  _ 
City  


_Zip_ 


that 

Unique  Vacation 

From  Acapuico  sand  to  an  empty  lot  in  St  Louis, 
readers  sliare  tlieir  favorite  tales  of  travel. 


Above:  Guests  of  the  Mayan  Palace  resort  study  newly  hatched  olive  ridley  sea  turtles,  which  are  incubated  in  a  protected  nurs- 
ery on  the  beach.  The  resort  operates  one  of  80  turtle  camps  registered  by  the  IVIexican  government. 

Inset:  A  newborn  olive  ridley  sea  turtle  barely  fills  the  palm  of  Linda  Allen's  hand. 

Playing  midwife  on  the  beach  of  the  fertile  turtle 


My  husband,  Larry,  and  I  bid  farewell  to  Seattle's  biting 
October  rain  last  fall  and  boarded  a  plane  for  sunny 
Acapuico,  Mexico,  where  hatching  season  for  endan- 
gered olive  ridley  sea  turtles  was  under  way.  We  never 
dreamed  the  vacation  of  a  lifetime  lay  ahead. 

South  of  Acapuico  Bay,  the  Mayan  Palace  resort  oper- 
ates one  of  80  turtle  camps  registered  by  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment. Turtles  nest  along  the  coast  from  June  to  Novem- 
ber. Ecologists  patrol  25  kilometers  of  shoreline  nightly  to 
collect  eggs,  which  incubate  for  50  days  in  a  fenced  nursery 
-  a  featured  attraction  for  hotel  guests  to  observe.  More 
than  145,000  baby  sea  turtles  have  safely  hatched  there 
since  1996. 

Watching  hatchlings  break  through  the  sand  for  the  first 
time  is  unbelievable.  Ecologists  place  the  newly  emerged 
baby  turtles  in  safe  saltwater  tanks  during  the  daylight 


hours.  In  the  evening,  they  are  liberated.  It's  an  amazing 
experience  to  stand  on  the  shore  just  before  sunset,  watch- 
ing hundreds  of  baby  turtles  scamper  across  the  sand  and 
swim  out  to  sea. 

In  the  middle  of  one  night,  a  female  turtle  came  ashore  to 
dig  her  nest  just  beyond  the  hotel.  Ecologists  stood  by, 
guarding  against  poachers.  They  let  me  help  gather  her  72 
eggs,  literally  as  they  dropped.  An  olive  ridley  sea  turtle  egg 
is  round,  about  the  size  of  a  pingpong  ball.  Shells  are  slimy 
and  flexible,  not  brittle.  I  can  still  feel  the  thrill  of  this  mo- 
ment, and  I'll  never  forget  watching  the  mother  turtle  bury 
her  empty  hole  in  the  sand,  turn  and  crawl  toward  the  break- 
ing surf.  She  looked  back  just  once  before  swimming  away. 

Our  brains  knew  she  was  just  a  fertile  turtle,  but  our 
hearts  saw  a  miracle. 

-  Linda  Allen,  Vashon,  Wash. 
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Oaught  in  llie  headlight 
of  llie  'pope  nioMe' 

Our  most  interesting  and  unique  vacation  was 
spent  traveling  central  and  eastern  Europe  in 
June  1997.  During  the  trip,  we  stayed 
overnight  in  Krakow,  Poland,  visiting  the 
historic  Wawel  Hill  and  castle.  There  we  noticed 
a  beautiful  red  chair  being  delivered  at  the  castle 
and  wondered  what  it  was  about. 

En  route  to  the  hotel,  we  saw  security  police 
officers  climbing  out  of  the  sewers.  That 
evening,  my  wife  and  I  took  a  walk  across  a 
bridge  heading  into  town,  where  we  found  peo- 
ple assembling  behind  troops  and  police. 

In  my  limited  Polish,  I  communicated  with 
some  beautiful  blond-headed  people.  They,  in 
turn,  communicated  with  us  in  their  limited  Eng- 
lish, saying  the  pope  -  "H  Papa"  -  was  coming. 

We  waited  about  four  hours,  and  at  9: 10  p.m., 
the  pope  arrived  via  his  "pope-mobile."  The  Pol- 
ish people  made  sure  we  were  up  front  to  get  a 
picture,  and  they  explained  how  to  protect  my 
wife's  pocketbook  in  the  crowd.  By  the  time  the 
pope-mobile  arrived,  it  was  too  late  in  the 
evening.  My  picture  showed  only  the  headlights. 

The  next  day,  our  travel  companions  wanted 
to  know  why  a  Protestant  would  spend  four 
hours  waiting  to  see  the  pope's  headlights.  My 
simple  and  true  answer  was  this:  "No  other  per- 
son in  the  political  or  diplomatic  world  today  is 
trying  to  do  so  much  for  world  peace." 

I  did  get  a  small  papal  flag,  but  no  picture. 
-Albert  and  Jean  Reid,  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C. 


Albert  and  Jean  Reid  waited  more  than  four  liours 
in  Kraltow,  hoping  to  see  and  photograph  the  pope. 
But  by  the  time  he  passed,  dusk  shrouded  the  city, 
and  their  only  snapshot  barely  captured  the  papal 
headlights. 


Stuart  Pearson  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  rediscovered  America  at  50  when 
he  bicycled  coast  to  coast  in  25  days. 


Cyclif  across  America  at  50 

For  my  50th  birthday,  I  decided  to  become  the  first  in  my  family  to 
ride  a  bicycle  across  the  United  States.  I  wanted  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  America  in  a  way  that  cannot  be  felt  within  the  confines  of  an 
automobile.  I  wanted  to  use  all  my  senses,  away  from  the  sterile  in- 
terstate highway  system. 

Short  on  vacation  time,  I  decided  to  do  it  in  25  days.  Pacific- Adantic 
Cycling  Tour's  "Ride  Across  America  Fast"  package  was  just  the  tick- 
et. On  Sept.  7  last  year,  I  dipped  my  wheels  in  the  Pacific,  hooked  up 
with  my  group  in  San  Diego  and  headed  east  into  the  desert.  Taking  the 
central  transcontinental  tour,  we  would  sample  the  Rockies,  the 
Appalachians  and  the  Smokies  on  our  way  to  Charleston,  S.C. 

Each  night  we  stayed  in  comfortable  motels.  Each  morning,  we 
ate  breakfast  and  were  fed  on  the  road  every  25  miles  or  so.  PAC 
also  supported  us  with  equipment  and  transported  our  luggage.  In  the 
evenings,  our  group  met  for  dinner  at  local  establishments. 

Our  group  spent  hundreds  of  miles  on  the  famous  Route  66  (the 
"Mother  Road")  and  the  "Trail  of  Tears"  through  the  Midwest.  We 
climbed  Wolf  Creek  Pass  and  La  Vita  Pass,  and  we  flew  downhill  to 
Durango,  Colo.,  only  to  climb  back  out.  We  passed  tobacco  bams 
and  smoke  houses. 

Our  longest  day  was  160  miles  through  windy  Kansas.  The  peo- 
ple of  Ulysses,  Kan.,  invited  us  to  a  free  barbecue  at  their  museum 
and  provided  transportation  from  our  motel.  At  the  museum,  I  saw 
extensive  arrowhead  collections,  Santa  Fe  Trail  artifacts,  and  a  histo- 
ry of  the  Earp  brothers.  I  learned  about  a  hotel  that  had  been  cut  in 
half  when  the  entire  town  was  dragged  down  the  road  in  an  act  of  tax 
rebellion.  One  exhibit  called  the  "Men's  Club"  included  letters  cow- 
boys sent  to  secure  brides  back  east  -  and  the  letters  the  women  sent 
back.  The  museum  explored  the  roots  of  family  trees  still  standing  in 
Ulysses  today. 

Twenty-five  days  and  3,100  miles  after  beginning  our  journey,  we 
rode  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at  Folly  Beach,  S.C.  The  absolute  thrill 
of  having  accomplished  the  feat  was  indescribable.  I  had  not  had  that 
feeling  since  my  retum  from  Vietnam  30  years  ago. 

My  advice  to  fellow  Legionnaires  is  to  see  America  -  the  real  Amer- 
ica -  away  from  the  main  roads.  You,  too,  will  discover  the  real  reason 
we  served  our  country.  Believe  me,  her  people  wiU  not  let  you  down. 

-  Stuart  Pearson,  Rochester,  N.Y. 
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i  slates  in  MP'S 

My  unique  vacation  took  34  years  to  complete. 
When  my  wife,  Dee,  and  I  married  in  July  1964, 1 
established  a  goal  to  visit  all  50  states.  We  finally 
reached  that  goal  in  1998  when  we  toured  Oregon.  But  we 
really  didn't  have  a  sense  of  closure  until  late  one  cloudy  af- 
ternoon when  we  reached  the  Oregon  coastline  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  We  both  felt  that  was  the  moment  we  completed  the 
journey. 

That  was  also  when  we  started  talking  about  our  favorite 
places  through  the  years.  Here  are  a  few: 

•  Favorite  places  along  a  coast:  Of  course,  that  spot  on  the 
Oregon  coast,  and  the  Gulf  Coast  beaches  of  Alabama 
and  Rorida. 

•  Favorite  mountain  regions:  The  Colorado  mountains 
north  of  Durango  and  the  Appalachians  of  Tennessee, 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

•  Most  fun  big  cities:  New  York  City,  Seattle  and  New 
Orleans. 

•  Favorite  historic  place:  Williamsburg,  Va. 

•  Friendliest  people:  Minnesota. 
The  list  goes  on  and  on. 

This  is  a  great  time  to  be  free  in  America.  We  are  actively 
planning  future  trips  to  the  many  interesting  spots  we  missed 
the  first  time  around. 

-  William  D.  Mueller,  Montgomery,  Ala. 


A  visit  to  the  Oregon  Coast  in  1998  concluded  a  50-state 
journey  for  William  and  Dee  Mueller.  It  all  began  in  1964, 
the  year  they  were  married. 


Verna  and  Howard  Siegel  of  South  Euclid,  Ohio,  share  a 
memorable  breakfast  with  a  hairy  guest  in  Singapore. 


Breakfast  wioraifiliUis 

Our  most  memorable  vacation  experience  was  having 
breakfast  with  orangutans  at  the  Singapore  Zoological 
Gardens  in  Southeast  Asia  in  October  1998.  These 
friendly  creatures  ride  around  the  zoo  in  the  open  rear 
compartments  of  Jeeps,  seeming  to  enjoy  their  roles  at  the 
epicenter  of  attraction  and  fascination.  Neither  of  us  had 
ever  touched  an  orangutan  before,  let  alone  fed  one  break- 
fast. A  unique  and  remarkable  nurturing  feeling  came  to 
us,  and  we  felt  privileged  to  share  time  with  these  good- 
natured  apes.  We  had  seen  orangutans  previously  only 
through  glass  enclosures. 

The  entire  zoo  is  open  air,  so  visitors  have  the  unusual 
opportunity  to  touch,  pet  and  even  ride  some  of  the  ani- 
mals. For  the  somewhat  more  adventurous  -  who  don't 
mind  angel  bats  flying  through  their  hair  -  the  Singapore 
Zoological  Gardens  offers  "Night  Safari,"  an  opportunity 
to  see  animals  at  their  most  active,  while  performing  noc- 
turnal rituals. 

Singapore  is  a  sparkling  oasis  near  the  southern  tip  of 
the  Malay  Peninsula.  Visitors  find  a  diverse  choice  of 
lodging,  exotic  foods  and  shopping  excursions  and  a  blend 
of  many  Asian  cultures. 

-  Verna  and  Howard  Siegel,  South  Euclid,  Ohio 


MaandnoUiif  tewear 

We  had  been  to  Aruba  in  1988  and  thought  it  was  so  delightful 
we  decided  to  return  the  following  year.  Looking  forward  to 
another  wonderful  vacation,  we  arrived  and  were  quickly 
advised  that  our  luggage  was  missing.  Expecting  to  receive  it  the 
following  day,  we  didn't  think  it  would  be  a  serious  problem. 

The  worst  happened.  Our  luggage  did  not  arrive  until  the 
day  before  we  were  to  leave  the  lovely  island.  To  make  the 
situation  more  unbearable,  I  was  very  clothes-conscious  at  the 
time.  After  feeling  extremely  sorry  for  ourselves,  we  finally 
decided  not  to  let  anything  ruin  our  romantic  vacation,  which 
had  been  a  year  in  the  planning. 

What  started  out  to  be  a  horrendous  experience  turned  out  to 


be  so  very  enjoyable,  thanks  to  wonderful,  caring  people.  Al- 
most everyone  in  the  resort  was  aware  of  our  situation,  includ- 
ing the  house  band.  Anytime  we  were  in  the  midst,  the  emcee 
would  publicly  describe  our  misfortune  and  ask  if  we  received 
any  clothes  yet.  Everywhere  we  went,  people  asked  with  con- 
cern. All  this  helped  us  to  laugh  and  make  the  best  of  things. 
We  realized  a  fancy  wardrobe  is  not  necessary  for  a  fun  time. 

It  ended  up  being  a  delightful  experience.  To  make  things 
more  wonderful,  when  we  arrived  home,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
airline  and,  much  to  our  surprise,  they  returned  our  complete 
airfare.  Talk  about  memorable! 

We  will  celebrate  our  50th  wedding  anniversary  in  Septem- 
ber, God  willing.  Maybe  we'll  think  about  Amba  again. 

-  Mary  E.  von  Schmid,  Westbwy,  NY. 
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Watering  chores,  water  bills!  Sweating  behind  a  roaring  mower! 
Spraying  poison  chemicals  and  digging  weeds... 


Amazoy  Is  the  Trade  Mark  registered  U.S. 
Patent  Office  for  our  Meyer  Zoysia  Grass. 


...you  can  end  such  lawn  drudgery— here's  how!       Mow  your  zoysia  lawn  once  a  month —or  less!  It  rewards  you  with  weed-free  beauty  all  summer  long. 


O  Ways  Your  Zoysia  Grass  Lawn 
Saves  You  Time,  Woric,  and  IMoney! 


OCUTS  WATER  BILLS  AND 
MOWING  AS  MUCH  AS  2/3 

Would  you  believe  a  lawn  could  be  perfect  when 
watered  just  once?  In  Iowa,  the  state's  biggest 
Men's  Garden  club  picked  a  zoysia  lawn  as  "top 
lawn— nearly  perfect."  Yet,  this  lawn  had  been 
watered  only  once  all  summer  to  August! 

In  PA,  Mrs.  M.R.  Mitter  wrote  "I've  never 
watered  it,  only  when  I  put  the  plugs  in . . .  Last 
summer  we  had  it  mowed  2  times...  When  every- 
body's lawns  here  are  brown  from  drought,  ours 
stays  as  green  as  ever!'  That's  how  zoysia  lawns 
cut  water  bills  and  mowing!  Now  read  on! 

©ENDS  RE-SEEDING 
NEVER  NEEDS  REPLACEMENT 

Plug  in  our  zoysia  grass  and  you'll  never  have  to 
spend  money  on  grass  seed  again!  Since  you 
won't  be  buying  seeds,  you  won't  need  to  dig  and 
rake— then  hope  the  seeds  take  root  before  birds 
eat  them  or  the  next  hard  rain  washes  them  away. 

©NO  NEED  TO  DIG  UP  OLD  GRASS 
Plant  Amazoy  in  old  lawn,  new  ground, 
whatever.  Set  1 "  square  plugs  into  holes  in  the  soil 
1  foot  apart,  checkerboard  style.  Plugs  spread  to 
drive  out  old,  unwanted  growth,  weeds  included. 
Easy  instructions  with  your  order.  If  you  can  put 
a  cork  into  a  bottle,  you  can  plug  in  Amazoy. 

OFOR  SLOPES,  PLAY  AREAS, 
AND  BARE  SPOTS 

You  can't  beat  Amazoy  as  the  low  cost  answer 
for  hard-to-cover  spots,  play-worn  areas,  or  to 
end  erosion  on  slopes. 

Endless  Supply  of  Plug  Transplants 

Transplant  plugs  from  established  Amazoy  as 
you  desire— plugged  area  grows  over  to  provide 
all  the  plugs  you'll  ever  need. 

CDCE I  Exclusive  Step-on  Plugger  with 
■^i""""  orders  of  625  plugs  or  more. 

Starting  your  lawn  is  easy  with  this  sturdy,  2-way 
plugger.  Cuts  away  unwanted  growth  as  it  digs 
holes  for  plugs.  Saves  bending,  time,  work. 
Invaluable  transplant  tool. 


©IT  STAYS  GREEN  IN  SPITE  OF 
HEAT  AND  DROUGHT 

"The  hotter  it  gets,  the  better  it  grows!"  Plug-in 
zoysia  thrives  in  blistering  heat,  yet  it  won't 
winter  kill  to  30°  below  zero.  It  just  goes  off  its 
green  color  after  killing  frosts,  begins  regaining 
its  green  color  as  temps,  in  the  spring  are  consis- 
tently warm.  Of  course,  this  varies  with  climate. 


©CHOKES  OUT  CRABGRASS 
AND  WEEDS  ALL  SUMMER 

Your  established  Amazoy  lawn  grows  so 
thick,  it  simply  stops  crabgrass  and  summer 
weeds  from  germinating! 
VISIT  US  AT:  www.zoysiafarms.Gom/mag.html 


_  NO  NEED  TO  SPEND  MONEY  ON 
*'  DANGEROUS  CHEMICALS 


Since  zoysia  lawns  resist  insects  AND  diseases, 
you  avoid  the  risk  of  exposing  your  family  or 
pets  to  weedkillers  and  pesticide  poisons.  Plug  in 
Amazoy  and  save  the  money,  avoid  the  risks! 


Meyer  Zoysia  Grass  was  perfected  by 
U.S.  Govt.,  released  in  cooperation  witti 
U.S.  Golf  Association  as  a  superior  grass. 


Thrives  from  part  shade  to  full  sun. 


Every  Plug  GUARANTEED  TO  GROW 
IN  YOUR  SOIL  No  Its,  Ands  or  Buts! 
Read  a  guarantee  no  grass  seed  can  match! 

Won't  Winter  Kill.  Amazoy  has  survived 
temperatures  to  30°  below  zero! 
Won't  Heat  Kill.  When  other  grasses  burn  out 
in  summer  drought  and  heat,  Amazoy  re- 
mains luxuriously  green. 
Any  plug  failing  to  grow  in  45  days  will  be 
replaced  FREE!  To  insure  maximum  freshness 
and  viability,  plugs  are  shipped  not  cut  all  the 
way  through.  Before  planting,  finish  the  sepa- 
ration with  shears  or  knife.  Our  guarantee  and 
planting  method  are  your  assurance  of  lawn 
success  backed  by  more  than  four  decades  of 
specialized  lawn  experience! 


©Zoysia  Farm  Nurseries  2001 
3617  Old  Taneytown  Rd.,Taneytown,  MD  21787 


We  ship  all  orders  the  same  day  plugs  are  packed  at 
earliest  correct  planting  time  in  your  area. 

NOT  SHIPPED  OUTSIDE  USA,  or  Into  WA  or  OR. 


TO:  Zoysia  Farm  Nurseries,  Dept. 
General  Offices  and  Store 
3617  Old  Taneytown  Road 
Taneytown,  MD  21787 

Please  send  me  guaranteed  Amazoy  as  checked: 


□  50 

□  100  PLUGS 

□  100  PLUGS 

□  250  PLUGS 

PLUGS 

+  10  FREE 

+20  FREE 

+50  FREE 

with  Plugger 

with  Plugger 

$g95 

$395 

$1295 

$1995 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

$3.50  S&H 

$4,35  S&H 

$5.80  S&H 

$7.65  S&H 

□  625  PLUGS 

□  1,000  PLUGS 

+125  FREE 

+200  FREE 

with  FREE  Plugger 

with  FREE  Plugger 

ONLY 

ONLY 

$3195 

$4595 

+ 

+ 

$11.85  S&H 

$17.15  S&H 

□  Additional  Plugger  ^p^S 

SPECIAL  OFFER! 

□  2,000  PLUGS 

+  400  FREE 
with  FREE  Plugger 

ONLY 
$7495 

+ 

$23.15  S&H 


Write  price  of  order  here  $  

IVID  residents  add  5%  tax  $  

Shipping  &  handling  (S&H)  $  

TOTAL  $  

I  enclose  $   □  Check 


Charge  credit  card 
Acct.  #  


□  MasterCard 


□  MO 
□  VISA 


Expiration  Date.. 
NAME  


ADDRESS . 

CITY  

STATE 


ZIP 


Wartime  newlyweds  Kathleen  and  Russell  E.  Brooks 
enjoyed  some  long-awaited  R&R  at  Nice,  France,  about  a 
month  after  V-E  Day. 

A  ice  way  to  celebrate 
victory  in  Europe 

My  special  vacation  was  a  week  with  my  husband, 
Russell,  in  the  city  of  Nice  on  the  French  Riviera. 
It  was  June  1945  -  about  a  month  after  V-E  Day  - 
the  end  of  World  War  11  in  Europe. 

My  husband  and  I  met  when  we  were  both  stationed 
in  England.  It  was  great  to  meet  someone  from  my 
home  state  of  New  York,  and  our  hometowns  were 
only  a  few  hours  apart. 

Eventually,  we  both  went  to  France.  My  hospital 
advanced  from  Normandy  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
country.  Russell  went  on  to  Leige,  Belgium.  During 
this  time,  he  wrote  and  proposed  to  me.  Permission  was 
granted  after  a  two-month  waiting  period,  a  rule  for  all 
Americans  asking  to  marry. 

During  a  three-day  pass,  we  were  married  in  a  Paris 
church.  A  military  chaplain  performed  the  ceremony, 
and  the  Red  Cross  handled  the  arrangements. 

At  that  time,  we  thought  the  war  would  never  end  in 
Europe.  And  even  if  it  did,  we  thought  we  would  just 
move  on  to  the  Pacific. 

As  it  happened,  the  war  ended  in  May,  and  Nice  was 
our  designated  R&R  (rest  and  relaxation)  place.  1  asked 
to  join  my  husband  there  and  was  given  a  week's  won- 
derful, memorable  vacation.  Our  hotel.  The  Negresco, 
had  a  balcony  overlooking  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The 
weather  was  just  perfect,  all  sunny  days  after  many 
dreary  winter  months  of  living  in  tents.  The  restaurants 
served  delicious  food  and  always  had  top  entertainment. 
We  enjoyed  movies,  trips  to  Monte  Carlo  and  other 
places  of  interest.  The  entire  atmosphere  was  one  of  joy 
and  exhilaration  among  everyone  there.  It  was  some- 
thing I  never  forgot. 

Our  seven  children  heard  about  this  vacation  over 
the  years,  and  now  they  tell  our  grandchildren  about  it. 

-  Kathleen  Brooks,  Utica,  N.Y. 


Battlefield  tours  rekindle 
history  of  the  Civil  War 

Hhen  our  children  were  small,  we  enjoyed  taking  them  to 
places  where  we  could  relive  the  spirit  of  Americans  who 
shaped  our  history.  One  such  trip  took  us  to  a  few  of  the 
famous  Civil  War  battlefields. 

We  spent  many  weeks  reading  books  about  Civil  War  lead- 
ers and  the  places  we  planned  to  see,  but  we  had  little  apprecia- 
tion or  understanding  of  the  courage  and  sacrifices  made  by 
thousands  of  American  families  swept  up  in  this  great  conflict. 

As  a  veteran  of  recent  wars,  I  had  no  idea  how  close  both 
sides  came  to  victory  -  often  by  chance,  sometimes  by  leader- 
ship, and  frequently  by  raw  courage  and  determination.  Travel- 
ing from  site  to  site,  the  magnitude  of  the  war  became 
overwhelming.  We  began  to  see  how  strong  convictions  on 
both  sides  divided  brothers,  sisters,  families  and  friends. 

At  Gettysburg,  we  relived  the  fierce  fighting  for  high  ground 
and  imagined  Pickett's  charge  over  the  open  fields. 

At  Sharpsburg  (Antietam  Creek),  we  saw  rows  of  cannons 
shimmering  in  the  hot  summer  sun  through  fields  of  grain, 
marking  one  of  the  war's  bloodiest  battles. 

At  Harper's  Ferry,  we  walked  through  the  deathly  silent 
town,  devoid  of  tourists  in  the  late  afternoon.  We  could  almost 
hear  the  echo  of  rifle  fire  in  the  hills. 

At  Manassas  (Bull  Run  Creek),  we  found  it  hard  to  believe 
that  some  civilians  came  to  picnic  and  watch  the  first  direct  en- 
gagement of  the  war. 

In  Fredericksburg,  we  relived  the  pain  of  a  city  under  siege 
and  imagined  Lee's  stubborn  defense  of  Marye's  Heights. 

By  the  time  we  reached  Richmond,  we  began  to  realize  and 
appreciate  the  Confederate  struggle  during  the  war. 

We  saw  only  a  few  of  the  Civil  War  monuments  throughout 
our  great  land,  but  the  impression  was  lasting. 

-  Edward  Vojak,  LaGrange  Park,  III. 


Pam  and  Bruce  Vojak  study  cannons  during  a  1967  vacation  tour- 
ing Civil  War  battlefields. 
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The  ''Royal  Paulownia^^  -  a  magnificent  flowering 
shade  tree  that  GROWS  SO  FAST  -  ARCHES  OUT  SO  WIDE 
-  you  can  take  a  ruler  and  measure  the  incredible  difference 
in  height  every  2  or  3  days!  It's  like  growing  "instant  shade". 
Wait  'til  you  see  the  spectacular  show  when  it  starts  to  flower. 
Actually  smothers  itself  in  lavish  masses  of  bouquets  of 
breath-taking  lavender-blue  blooms. 

GROWS  IN  VIRTUALLY  ANY  SOIL- 
REQUIRES  NO  SPECIAL  CARE- 
HARDY  TO  -30°  BELOW 

Best  of  all  it's  practically  work-free.  Simply 
plant  it,  water  it,  enjoy  it.  Just  a  sprinkle  a 
week  sends  it  soaring  from  a  sapling  to  a 
roof  high  tree  IN  JUST  ONE  YEAR!  - 
turns  even  the  barest  spot  into  a 
shaded  showplace  of  beauty.  BUT 
SUPPLIES  ARE  STILL  EXTREMELY 
SHORT -SO  ACT  NOW! 

FOR  VALUABLE  GARDENING  TIPS 

VISIT  US  AT: 

www.gardenerschoice.net 


RISK  GUARANTEE 


Order  without  risk.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  If  not  com- 
pletely happy,  just  write  us  for  a  refund  (less  postage  and  han- 
dling), replacement  or  aedit  on  next  order  whichever  you  prefer. 


Gardeners'  Choice,  Dept.  EMPF-0204 
P.O.Box  8005,  Hartford,  MI  49057-8005 

Please  send  me  the  Royal  Paulownia  Trees  I  have  ordered 
below  on  your  money  oack  guarantee  (less  p&h). 

□  1  Tree  Only  $4.98       □  6  Trees  Only  $17.98 

□  2  Trees  Only  $7.98       □  10  Trees  Only  $24.98 

□  3  Trees  Only  $9.98  □  20  Trees  Only  $45.98 
Add  $3.50  shipping  plus  $.99  for  safe  delivery 

no  matter  how  many  you  order 

Enc.  is  $  check  or  money  order. 

CX  MI,  NY  Residents  add  sales  tax. 

Or-  Charge  it:  □  MasterCard  □  Visa  □  American  Express 

Acct  #  Exp.  date  /  


Name 


Address . 
City  


State 


_Zip 


The  Kinney  family  camps  on  Stronghold  Table  deep 
in  Badlands  National  Park. 


Under  a  Badlands  moon 


The  French  called  it  "mauvaises  terres  a  traverser" 
-  bad  lands  to  travel  across.  My  wife  took  the 
translation  literally.  High  temperatures.  Rough 
terrain.  Snakes.  She  gripped  the  armrest  of  our  car, 
and  I  detected  panic  in  her  voice  as  we  drove. 

This  was  the  last  stop  on  a  vacation  in  July 
1994  that  took  us  west  to  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  the  Grand  Tetons,  Mount  Rushmore  and 
Devil's  Tower. 

The  Badlands  was  meant  to  give  us  a  thrill  or 
two  before  our  return  home.  We  found  244,300 
acres  of  surreal,  dazzling  topography  -  spectacular 
vistas,  tabletop  prairies,  tiered  cliffs,  pinnacles, 
spires,  ravines  and  a  variety  of  wildlife. 

Most  tourists  drive  either  the  32-mile  half-day 
or  the  89-mile  full-day  Badlands  Loop.  More  ad- 
venturesome souls  journey  into  the  backcountry  to 
hike  and  explore.  Counting  ourselves  among  the 
latter  group,  we  stopped  at  White  River  Visitor 
Center  to  pick  up  directions  to  Stronghold  Table, 
located  in  the  park's  undeveloped  south  unit. 

We  passed  through  land  owned  by  the  Oglala 
Sioux  and  stopped  at  the  Cuny  Table  Cafe  to  feast 
on  fry-bread  tacos  and  to  speak  with  Nellie  and 
Frita  Cuny.  These  delightful  ladies  gave  us  permis- 
sion to  proceed,  and  we  reached  Stronghold  Table 
before  sunset. 

Overwhelmed  by  the  sacred  history  and  deso- 
late beauty,  we  quietly  set  up  camp.  Several  thou- 
sand Lakota  had  once  come  here  to  dance  the 
ghost  dance  -  a  spiritual  act  to  establish  a  new 
world  for  all  Indians.  The  massacre  at  Wounded 
Knee  brought  an  end  to  those  dreams. 

After  eating  dinner,  we  contemplated  history 
and  listened  to  the  sad  songs  of  the  prairie  coyotes. 
We  sat  together  under  a  magnificent  full  moon  and 
knew  that  we  would  never  forget  this  magical 
night  or  this  mystical  place. 

-Donald  J.  Kinney,  Whitehouse,  Ohio 


(ireen  Turtle  Cay  delivers 
a  no  pressure  paradise 

Green  Turtle  Cay  is  a  place  where  the  pages  don't  turn  and  the 
clocks  don't  tick. 
Originally  settled  by  British  Loyalists  following  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  Green  Turtle  Cay  is  a  tiny  dot  on  the  map  of  the  Abaco 
Islands  in  the  Bahamas.  Visitors  find  no  crowds,  no  traffic  jams,  no 
locked  doors  and  telephones  that  are  politely  kept  out  of  sight. 

About  an  hour  by  air  from  Florida's  east  coast.  Green  Turtle  Cay 
seems  a  half-world  away  from  the  noise,  crime,  congestion,  stress 
and  pollution  of  big-city  life.  My  son,  daughter-in-law,  granddaugh- 
ter and  I  discovered  this  last  June  while  celebrating  my  granddaugh- 
ter's recent  high  school  graduation. 

Imagine  an  18th-Century  New  England  seaside  community  of 
500  residents  placed  on  a  beautiful,  lush  and  tropical  isle.  This  is  the 
image  of  Green  Turtle  Cay's  picturesque  village  of  New  Plymouth, 
with  its  neat  clapboard  homes  painted  in  a  rainbow  of  pastel  colors. 

We  were  delighted  by  narrow  streets,  quaint  shops,  small  restau- 
rants and  the  Memorial  Gardens.  The  memorabilia-filled  Albert 
Lowe  Museum  traces  the  island's  history  through  paintings,  vintage 
photographs  and  artifacts  lovingly  collected  for  more  than  200 
years. 

Surrounded 
by  crystal-clear 
Caribbean  wa- 
ters, Green  Tur- 
tle Cay  has  three 
isolated  beaches 
where  vacation- 
ers can  roam, 
swim  or  soak  up 
the  sun  com- 
pletely undis- 
turbed. Anglers 
find  piscatorial 
delights  ranging 
from  bonefish  on 
the  flats  to  big 
grouper,  snapper 
and  barracuda 
fishing  on  reefs 
encircling  the 
island.  A  short 
distance  offshore 
are  the  chal- 
lenges of  blue 
marlin,  sailfish, 
kings,  dolphin, 
mackerel,  wahoo 
and  tuna. 

Divers  ex- 
plore beautiful  reefs  and,  in  season,  bring  up  lobsters,  which  are 
abundant  throughout  these  waters.  With  a  wide  variety  of  bird  life 
and  exotic  tropical  vegetation,  ornithologists  and  botanists  are  in 
their  glory  while  wandering  the  Cay's  snake-free  jungle. 

Barefoot  and  convivial.  Green  Turtle  Cay  is  my  long-sought  oa- 
sis of  freedom,  where  I  can  do  as  much  -  or  as  little  -  as  I  please. 

-  Man>a  Allen,  Dunedin,  Fla. 


A  starfish  washes  up  on  the  white  sands  at 
Green  Turtle  Cay  in  the  Abacos,  where  thin 
crowds  comb  the  surf  and  quiet  prevails. 
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AMERKA'S'I 
FORJOUUT 


GLUCOSAMINES: 
CHONDROITIN  SULFATE  ^ 


BVEMENCEnHSniinTI 
OF  THE  WlllE  fiUCOHEK  FMIILV 


Scientific  evidence  supporting  the  supplement 
Glucosamine  has  lead  to  its  widespread  acceptance 
by  medical  professionals  as  an  effective  joint  support  for 
the  twenty-one  million  Americans  affected  by 
osteoarthritis.  Because  of  Glucosamine's  impeccable 
safety  record  and  indisputable  results,  Americans  recently 


joined  European  osteoarthritis  sufferers  who  had  already 
been  relying  on  Glucosamine  to  aid  in  joint  health.  With 
a  recent  endorsement  by  the  Arthritis  Foundation  and 
favorable  results  from  major  clinical  trials,  Glucosamine 
has  been  clinically  proven  to  be  one  of  the  safest  and 
most  effective  therapies  for  this  common  condition. 


VDO 


CUNICAUV  PROVEN!   ^DOCTOR  RECOMMENDEDI 

GLUCOFLEX™  products  are  available  at:  CVS/pharmacy,  Rite  Aid,  Osco,  yV|  N  D  M  J  L L 

Sav-On,  Giant  Food,  Discount  Drug  Mart,  and  fine  pharmacies  carrying       health  products 
Windmill  vitamins.  For  the  store  nearest  you  call:  800-822-4320, 
M-F,  9-5,  ET.  (AH  products  may  not  be  available  at  all  stores.) 


■n  evaluated  by  the 
I,  These  producli  are 


For  several  years,  our  favorite  vacation  spot  has  been 
12-Mile  Beach  Campground  along  the  Pictured  Rocks 
National  Lakeshore  of  Michigan's  Upper  Peninsula. 
Getting  there  requires  a  slow  and  careful  drive  over 
several  miles  of  rough  dirt  roads  -  an  adventure  in  itself. 
The  campground  provides  no  electricity  -  only  the  sun, 
moon,  stars  and  sometimes  an  incredible  display  of 
northern  lights.  There  are  no  saunas  or  hot  tubs  -  only  a 
beach  12  miles  long,  covered  with  multi-colored  sand 
and  decorated  with  an  amazing  variety  of  rocks.  The 
beach  is  set  off  by  the  vivid  blue-green  water  and  foam- 
kissed  waves  of  Lake  Superior  on  one  side  and  soft- 
green  forest  on  the  other. 

We  breathe  the  freshest,  purest  air  available  anywhere, 
lightly  scented  with  pine  needles  and  spiced  by  the  burn- 
ing wood  of  campfires.  There  are  no  mints  on  our  pillows. 
But  what  a  treat  it  is  to  savor  freshly  picked  blueberries  or 
huckleberries. 

No  famous  entertainers  come  in  to  help  pass  the  time, 
but  the  friendly  chipmunks  do  a  splendid  comedy  rou- 
tine, accompanied  by  the  music  of  birds,  wind  in  the 
trees  and  waves  on  the  beach. 

The  everyday  cares  of  life  disappear.  Total  peace  de- 
scends like  gentle  rain.  God  seems  so  much  closer  here 
than  in  the  hectic  environment  of  the  city.  It's  a  place 
for  people  to  reconnect  with  each  other,  whether  they're 
couples,  families  or  friends.  For  two  weeks  each  sum- 
mer, my  husband  and  I  -  and  sometimes  our  children 
and  grandchildren  -  belong  to  this  blissful  place. 

-Juanita  Parsons,  Menasha,  Wis. 


A  romantic  walk  along  the  shore  of  12-Mile  Beach  Camp- 
ground in  Michigan's  Upper  Peninsula  leads  to  a  stun- 
ning sunset. 


A  riverboat  paddles  up  the  Mississippi  River  past  St.  Louis' 
Gateway  Arch. 


The  silver  lining  in  St  lonis 

To  someone  else,  my  most  special  vacation  might  be  con- 
sidered a  nightmare.  I  was  about  9  years  old  when  my 
parents  decided  to  take  my  brother,  Patrick,  and  me  to 
St.  Louis  in  the  summer  of  1981.  We  had  a  limited  budget, 
so  we  planned  to  camp  everywhere  we  went. 

Mishaps  plagued  us  throughout  the  trip.  First  the  water 
pump  on  our  truck  broke,  and  we  had  to  stop  every  hour  or 
so  because  the  engine  was  overheating.  When  we  got  a  new 
pump,  my  dad  tightened  the  bolt  too  tight  and  cracked  it. 

Our  first  stop  was  the  Current  River.  My  father,  Patrick 
and  I  had  planned  to  canoe  down  it.  Unfortunately,  I  ran 
the  canoe  into  the  riverbank,  tipping  it  over  and  sending  all 
of  our  stuff,  including  the  camera,  downstream. 

When  we  reached  St.  Louis,  the  campground  turned  out 
to  be  a  large  empty  field  with  a  portable  toilet  -  not  exactly 
what  a  9-year-old  expects  on  a  vacation. 

Despite  all  the  unexpected  mishaps,  we  got  to  see  the 
Gateway  Arch  and  a  spectacular  view  of  St.  Louis  from  its 
top.  I  waded  in  the  waters  of  the  "Mighty  Mississip."  We 
toured  the  Anheuser-Busch  brewery  and  saw  the  world- 
famous  Clydesdale  horses.  Best  of  all,  we  actually  had  fun. 

St.  Louis  will  always  hold  a  special  place  in  my  heart, 
not  just  because  of  the  wonderful  sites  but  also  because  it's 
a  place  that  brought  my  family  together  to  have  fun  in  the 
face  of  adversity.  We  can  always  look  back  and  laugh 
about  that  special  vacation. 

-  Angela  J.  Wilkins,  Frankfort,  Ky. 

Article  design:  Doug  Rollison 
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The  Car  That 
Put  The  WorM 
:  On  Wheels 


What  the  Apollo  is  to  space,  the  Model  T  is  to  the  world  of  automobiles  -  "The 
Mother  Of  All  Cars".  And  now  to  commemorate  the  90*  anniversary  of  the 
worid's  fiist  mass  produced  car,  the  1910  Model  T  Ford  -  the  National  Motor 
Museum  Mint  releases  this  officially  licensed  special  edition  of  the  original  'Tin  Lizzie'- 
hand  made  and  hand  assembled  from  110  parts,  for  colleaors  of  vintage  classic  cars. 
PRECISION  ENGINEERED  TO  ORIGINAL  1910  FORD 
SPECIFICATIONS  IT  FEATURES  FULL  OPERATING  PARTS, 
UPHOLSTERED  SEATS,  EVEN  HORN,  PEDALS  AND  FULLY 
DETAILED  4-CYLINDER  ENGINE! 


Here  in  this  special  commemorative  edition  every  last  intricate  component  is  per- 
fecdy  machined  in  precise  scale  ratio:  working  spoke  wheels  controlled  by  a  turn- 
able  steering  wheel...  side-mounted  carriage  lanterns...  'John  Brown'  head- 
lights. . .  front  and  rear  doors  that  open  and  close. . .  fUly  padded  interior. . .  even 

NOT  A  SINGLE  DETAIL  HAS  BEEN  OVERLOOKED 

✓  4-cylinder  engine  ^  hood  opens  from  each  side 
Side-mounted  spare  ✓  Twin  running  boards 

✓  Working  Rubber  Tires  y  John  Brown'  headlights 

✓  Fully  upholstered  interior  y  Twin  Carriage  Lamps 

\/  Front  and  rear  doors      open  and  close 


PLUS  DOZENS 
OF  OTHER 
HANDMADE, 
HAND  ASSEM- 
BLED CUSTOM 
FEATURES 

TOO 
NUMEROUS 
TO  MENTION 


B''  long  Scale  1:18 

FOR  MORE  GREAT  COLLECTIBLE  CARS  VISIT  US  AT: 

www.motormmt.com 

center-hinged  hood  that  opens  fi-om  both  sides  to  reveal  its 
authentic,  miniature,  hilly  detailed  "4-banger"  engine,  so  faith- 
reproduced  in  die-cast  metal  you  can  almost  hear  it  cough, 
sputter  then  finally  rumble  to  life.  All  capped  off  by  a  factory  baked 
enamel  finish,  as  showroom  perfect  as  the  day  it  rolled  of  the  worlds  first 
automotive  assembly  line  in  Dearborn,  Michigan. 

COMES  WITH  CERTIFICATE  OF  AUTHENTICITY-AND 
SATISFACTION  IS  FULLY  GUARANTEED 

Authentic  die-cast,  hand  assembled  replicas  of  other  classic  vintage  cars  normally  sell 
for  as  much  as  $100  each.  But  under  the  terms  of  our  official  license  we  are  author- 
ized to  offer  this  nostalgic  1910  Ford  Model  T  "Tin  Lizzie"  collectors  treasure-piece 
at  the  special  commemorative  sale  price  of  only  $29.98.  Hurry,  supplies  are  limit- 
ed. Satisfaction  guaranteed  or  money  refunded  in  full  (less  P&H).  ACT  NOW! 


•  a-Cylinder  Engine 
•  Hood  Opens  From  Each  Side 
•  Joiin  Brown'  Headlights 


NATIONAL  MOTOR  MUSEUM  MINT,  Dept.  MTFB  0004 
1  Eversley  Ave,  Norwalk,  CT  06851-5844 

Please  send  me  the  Ford  Model  T's  ordered  below  on  your 
money-back  guarantee  (less  p&h). 

□  One  Ford  Model  T  only  $29.98 

□  SAVE!:  Two  Ford  Model  T's  only  $54.98 

□  BEST  OFFER!;  Three  Ford  Model  T's  only  $79.98 

Please  include  $5.95  for  P&H  no  matter  how  many  you  order. 

Enclosed  is  $  check  or  money  order. 

(CT  residents  please  add  6%  Sales  Tax) 

OR;  Charge  it;  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  □  American  Express 

 Exp.  


Acct# 


Name 


Address 


[£ty. 


State 


Zip . 


•  Fully  Upholstered  Interior 


Korean  War  Remembered 


Macular  Degeneration 

Discover  why  thousands  of  people  with  low  vision  have  purchased  the  VideoEye 
power  magnification  system  to  continue  reading  and  doing  everyday  tasks  .  .  .  . 


"The  VideoEye  has  brought  a  whole  new 
life  to  me.  For  4  years  all  I  could  do  was 
listen  to  audio  tapes  and  watch  TV.  Now  I 
can  read  my  Bible  and  other  material  and  do 
crossword  puzzles  and  I'm  reading  a  book 
and  Tm  going  to  try  knitting.  It  just  brings 
a  whole  new  life!  It's  a  marvelous  thing. " 

Mary  Lu  Swain,  Bagdad,  AZ 

"You  are  to  be  congratulated.  I  love  my 
VideoEye!  I  am  sitting  here  right  now 
reading  a  book  with  it. " 

Patricia  DeGregorio,  San  Bruno,  CA 


VideoEye  Millennium  II 


"The  VideoEye  is  wonderful.  I  depend 
on  it  every  day!  We  checked  other  systems. 
It  is  SUPERIOR  to  everything  else!  I  can't 
read  with  any  kind  of  optical  magnification, 
but  I  can  read  with  the  VideoEye  . 

Wallace  Edgar,  La  Mesa,  CA 

® 

"I'm  crazy  about  it.  The  VideoEye  is 
everything  and  more  than  I  expected,  and  is 
even  "user friendly"!  I've  enjoyed  using  it 
to  balance  my  checkbook,  read  recipes,  read 
the  Bible,  read  my  mail,  and  could  even  get 
a  splinter  out  of  my  finger  ..." 

Leona  Wilson,  Holts  Summit,  MO 


30  day  money-back  guarantee 


1-800-416-0758 


w.videoeyecorp.com 


I  VideoEye  is  a  reglstereliH 


shts  pending 


TRAVEL  SERVICES 


AVIS 


Save  5%-10%  off  SuperValue 
Daily,  Weekly  and 
Weekend  Rates. 
Call  800-331-1212 
Offer  ID#:  G353600 

Budget 


Save  up  to  25%  off  standard 
time  and  mileage  rates. 

Call  800-455-2848 
Offer  BCD#:  T756500 


DAYS  INN 


Save  15%-30%  off  already 
low  standard  room  rates. 
Call  800-268-2195 
Offer  ID#:  00020204 


Save  15%-30% 

off  your  next  stay. 
Call  800-682-1071 
Offer  ID#:  00020204 


WING.ATE 

INN 


Members  can  save  15%-30%. 
Call  877-202-8814 
Offer  ID#:  00020204 


HOWARD 
iOHNSON 


Save  15%-30% 
off  standard  rates. 
Call  800-769-0939 
Offer  ID#:  00020204 


RAMADA 


Save  15%-30% 

every  time  you  stay. 
Call  800-462-8035 
Offer  ID#:  00020204 


:NaOonal  CarF^lA 


Save  up  to  10%-25% 

off  daily,  weekend,  weekly, 
monthly  and  business  rates. 
Call  800-CAR-RENT 
Offer  ID  #:  5176669 


FINANCIAL  SERVICES 


Save  15  -  30% 

at  more  than  500  Travelodge 
and  Thriftlodge  hotels. 
Call  800-545-5545 
Offer  ID#:  00020204 


CHOICE  HOTELS 

091^  Bi 

You  save  when  you  mention 
you  are  a  member  of  the  Legion 
Call  800-4-Choice 
Offer ID#: 00800800 


MOVERS 

^^J^  northAmericarw 

Minimum  50%  discount  and 

$50,000  Free  coverage. 
Call  800-524-5533 


^  Amirku 

Up  to  55%  discount  on 

interstate  moving  expenses. 
Call  800-877-7332 


First  National  (\^^^ 
Bank  Omaha  \<i°g'"am 

The  American  Legion  Affinity 
Credit  Card 
Call  866-LGN-VISA 

The  American  Legion  Annuity 

Call  888-353-4466 
Offer  ID#:  Legion 
Membership  Card 

INSURANCE 

Level  Term  Plan 
Higher  benefits  to  cover  debts 
that  reduce  over  time. 
Call  800-542-5547 

New 

&  Improved  j  MODERN 
Benefits^  Vets  Plan 
A  more  economical  choice  for 
Younger  members  (under  40). 
Call  800-542-5547 

Whole  Life  Plan 
Smaller  debt  coverage  - 
never  tenninates  due  to  age. 
Call  800-523-5758 

TRICARE  Supplement 
Supplements  both  active  duty 
and  retired  military  member's 
health  care. 
Call  800-542-5547 

Small  Employer 
Plan 
Employees  benefits 
for  small  businesses,  including 

Posts  and  Departments 
 Call  800-321-1998 

Prograin/'  DENTAL  Plan 
Covers  routine  and 
more  extensive  dental  work 
Call  800-621-3008,  Ext.  45284 

Health 
Insurance  mart 

Individual  health  insurance 
for  members  and  their  families 
800-323-2106 


HEALTH  SERVICES 

Care  Plan  of  America 

Save  up  to  40% 

or  more  on  eyewear. 

Call  800-221-3272 
Present  your  Legion 

Membership  card. 

Ijfljmerica 

Save  as  much  as  20% 

or  more  on  prescription  drugs. 
Call  800-905-9818 
Present  your  Legion 
Membership  card. 


MAGAZINE  & 
INTERNET  SERVICE 


Full  year's  subscription  to  the 
award-winning  American 
Legion  Magazine. 

The  American  Legion 
Web  Site 

Latest  news  on  issues  that 
concern  Legion  members, 
veterans,  active/retired 
military  and  reserve. 
www.legion.org 


Your  Legion  Working  For  You 

Customer  Service 
Call  800-433-3318 

Emblem  Sales 
Call  888-453-4466 
AmericaiTLism/Children  &  Youth 
Call  317-630-1203 

Legislative 
Call  202-861-2740 
National  Emergency  Fund 
Call  800-433-3318 

Veterans  Affairs 
Call  202-861-2758 

55  Alive  Drive 
Education  Course 
Call  888-227-7669 


SAVE  ON  OUR  MOST  POPULAR 
PRODUCTS  FOR  HEALTHY  LIVING 


THE  EASY  WAY  TO  GET  AROUND 


Make  the  Tourist 
Xpress™  your 
go-anywhere 
compact  scooter. 
It's  comfortable, 
durable  and  easy 
to  use.  Ideal  for 
any  type  of  travel. 
Folds  flat  to  fit 
easily  in  car 
trunk  without 
separate  lifting 
device.  Can  even 
be  taken  on 
airplanes  or 
cruise  ships. 
Only  20V2" 
wide  and 
weighs  under 
62  lbs.  Sturdy 
enough  to  carry  up  to  250  lbs.  Travels  over 
4  mph  and  climbs  up  to  a  12  degree  incline. 

#23730  Tourist  Xpress™  Scooter 


Never  again 
miss  wliat's 

being  said! 

SUPER 
MINI  EAR 


RINGING 
IN  THE 
EARS 

BOTHERING 

Y©y? 


$129999 


Enhance  your  ability  to  hear 
clearly  with  this  miniature  state- 
of-the-art  sound  amplifier.  Almost 
undetectable  when  placed  in  ear. 
Three  different  sized  ear  tips 
ensure  a  comfortable  fit.  Easy  to 
use  volume  control  and  on/off 
switch.  Not  a  medical  device. 
Includes  6  batteries  and  carrying 
case.  Not  available  in  California. 

#23880  Super  Mini  Ear 

$34.99 


Thousands  have  found  relief  with 
Bio'Ear  herbal  drops.  A  safe  all- 
natural  remedy  from  Sweden. 
Helps  relieve  ringing  and  buzzing 
of  tinnitis.  Contains  aloe,  ginseng 
root,  bitter  orange,  myrrh,  saffron. 
Hear  the  difference!  1/2  oz. 

#23068  Bio'Ear™  $14.99 


SUPPORT  FOR 
HERNIAS 

Support  your  hernia  with  this 
fully  adjustable  hernia  truss 
Hernia  pad  applies  pressure 
where  you  need  it  most. 
Completely  adjustable  for 
maximum  support  and  comfort. 
Washable.  USA.  Specify  hip 
size.  S(30-33),  M(34-37), 
M/L(38-41),  L(42-45),  XL(46-49). 

Right(OI),  Left(02) 

#22356 

Hernia  Truss  $24.99 


IMPOTENCY 

SOLVED!!! 

Do  you  have  difficulty  achieving 
an  erection?  Easy-to-use  pump 
enables  you  to  achieve  an 
erection  and  comfort  rings  help 
you  maintain  it.  Kit  contains 
vacuum  pump  (with  batteries), 
4  sized  rings,  lubricant, 
illustrated  instructions. 


#23300  l\/lanual  Kit 


RELIEVE  PAIN 
CAUSED  BY  LONG 
PERIODS  OF  SITTING 

Sit  comfortably  for  long  periods 
of  time.  Soft,  downy,  polyester 
fiberflll  surrounds  the 
body,  even  arms,  with 
soothing  comfort.  Reduces 
stress  on  pressure-sensitive 
areas.  Washable  poly/cotton 
cover.  Fits  standard  wheelchairs 
and  armchairs 

NOT  $4999 


$99.99 

#23589  Battery-powered 
Kit  $19&^  $149.99 

 r 


COMFORT  &  SUPPORT 

Reduce  pain  and  swelling  with 
controlled  Compro® compression. 
Comfortable,  seamless,  breath- 
able knit  moves  with  your  body. 
Washable.  Measure  loosely 
around  narrowest  point  of  ankle 
or  middle  of  knee. 
Ankle:  L(8%-9V2),  1x(9y2-10y4), 
2x(10V4-11).  Knee:  L(14-15y4), 
1x(15y4-16V2),  2x(1 61/2-1  yVz) 

#23100  Ankle  Support 

#23101 


A  SYSTEM 
OF  PROTECTION 

Solve  incontinence  problems 
comfortably  and  easily.  Fits  like 
an  athletic  support.  Undetectable 
under  clothing,  the  sheath  holds  5 
oz.,  while  the  collector  bag  holds 
20  oz.  Adjustable  waistband 
conforms  to  any  waist.  Allows  full 
daily  activities.  One  size  fits  all. 

#22310 

Slieath  Urinal  $34.99 
#22739  Extra  Sheath  $19.99 
#22740  Leg  Bag  (20  oz.)  $9.99 


#22652 

Cozy  Cushion 


Knee  Support     $1 4.99  ea 

Healthy  Living™an  ~AmeriMark™ Compm 

P.O.  Box  94512,  6836  Engle  Road,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44101-4512 


QTY.       STYLE  NO. 


DESCRIPTION 


SIZE  TOTAD: 


CHARGE  IT!  CALL  TOLL  FREe1  -800-800-01  00 

MON-FRI  JAM  TO  11PM  •  SAT-SUN  10AM  to  6PM  •  EST 


Payable  to  Healthy  Living™ 

□  Check  □  Money  Order 

□  American  Express* 

□  VISA®  □  MasterCard" 

□  Discover  Card®/Novus 
Expiration  Date  / 

Acct.  #  

Name   

Address   

City  

Phone  


POSTAGE  &  HANDLING 

Up  to  $10.00  $4.99 

$10.01  to  $20.00  $5.99 

$20.01  to  $30.00  $6.99 

Over  $30.00   $7.99 


Total  Amount 
of  Merchandise 


Ohio  Residents 
Add  7%  Sales  Tax 


Add  Postage  & 
Handling  (see  ciiart) 


TOTAL 


.  State . 


Zip. 


NEW!  Order  Online  at:  www.amerimark.com/5H021C/ 


Taiwan-Formosa 
veterans  sought 

The  Badge  of  Honor  Associa- 
tion USA  is  certifying  Badge  of 
Honor  candidates  for  China's 
Ministry  of  National  Defense. 
Any  American  veteran  who  has 
been  of  service  to  the  free  Chinese 
on  Taiwan  since  1949  is  eligible. 

Veterans  who  have  been  of  ser- 
vice to  the  Republic  of  China  on  the 
islands  of  Taiwan,  Quemoy,  Matsu, 
the  Tachens,  the  "straits"  or  other- 
wise, can  contact  Lloyd  V.  Evans  n. 
Chairman,  Badge  of  Honor  USA, 
639  Page  Ave.,  Lyndhurst,  N.J., 
07071 .  Evans'  e-mail  address  is  bo- 
hausa@people.com,  and  his  toll- 
free  fax  number  is  888-51 1-7109. 

VA  Secretary  no 
stranger  tn  vet  issues 

President  George  W.  Bush 
chose  a  professional  with  a  well- 
deserved  stellar  reputation  in  the 
veterans  community  to  be  Secre- 
tary of  Veterans  Affairs,  said 
American  Legion  National  Com- 
mander Ray  Smith. 

Anthony  Principi  Jr.  is  no 
stranger  to  veterans  issues.  After 
graduating  from  the  U.S.  Naval 
Academy  in  1967,  he  earned  a 
Bronze  Star  and  Navy  Combat  Ac- 
tion medal  for  his  participation  in 
river  patrols  along  the  Mekong 
Delta  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

Principi,  a  member  of  Blair 
American  Legion  Post  17  in  Kodi- 
ak,  Alaska,  served  as  VA  deputy 
secretary  in  1989  and  acting  VA 
secretary  after  the  resignation  of 
Edward  J.  DerwLnski  in  1982. 

He  chaired  the  Commission  on 
Servicemembers  and  Veterans 
Transition  Assistance  that  two 
years  ago  called  for  numerous  re- 
forms supported  by  the  Legion. 
Restoring  the  GI  Bill  to  its  original 
World  War  n  buying  power;  creat- 
ing incentives  for  federal  contrac- 
tors to  hire  veterans;  and  providing 
lifetime  health  care  for  military  re- 
tirees were  among  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  P*rincipi  Commission. 


VA  expands  funeral  prngram 


While  military  funeral  honors  are  a 
long-standing  tradition,  it  wasn't  until 
1 999  that  the  rights  of  veterans  and  the 
responsibilities  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment were  written  into  law.  That  law, 
which  took  effect  early  last  year,  was 
the  National  Defense  Act  of  2000. 

Under  the  new  law,  at  a  family's  re- 
quest, every  eligible  veteran  will  re- 
ceive military  funeral  honors. 

This  spring,  the  Department  of  De- 
fense Military  Funeral  Honors  Program 
will  provide  training  for  volunteers  un- 
der its  Authorized  Provider  Partnership 
Program.  The  scheduling  and  training 
for  participants  rests  with  local  military 
commanders,  according  to  VA. 

These  Military  Funeral  Honors  vol- 
unteers would  include  members  of  vet- 
erans service  organizations  and  other 
appropriate  organizations.  Upon  com- 
pletion of  training,  participating  VSO 
members  and  other  volunteers  will  re- 
ceive a  certificate  and  pin  that  recog- 
nizes them  as  Authorized  Providers. 


A  uniformed  member  of  a  funeral  honors 
unit  presents  a  folded  U.S  Flag  removed 
during  ceremonies  from  the  casket  of  a 
deceased  veteran. 


TRICAHE  prnvldes  new  benefits 


Military  retirees  65  and  older  and 
their  families  can  receive  pharmacy 
benefits  beginning  April  1  as  a  result  of 
the  2001  National  Defense  Authoriza- 
tion Act.  An  estimated  1.4  million  ben- 
eficiaries are  eligible  for  the  benefit  ac- 
cording to  the  Department  of  Defense. 

The  new  program  will  limit  out-of- 
pocket  costs  to  eligible  beneficiaries 
and  increase  their  access  to  the  Nation- 
al Mail  Order  Program  and  retail  phar- 
macies that  are  part  of  the  Department 
of  Defense  network.  Beneficiaries  will 
not  pay  enrollment  fees  or  annual  fees 
for  TRICARE  pharmacy  benefits,  but 
they  will  pay  modest  co-pays. 

The  American  Legion  hails  the  initia- 
tive as  another  positive  step  to  provide  a 
comprehensive  Gl  Bill  of  Health  to  the 
nation's  veterans  and  their  families. 
"Any  move  that  provides  wider  health- 
care benefits  to  veterans  is  applauded," 
said  National  Commander  Ray  Smith. 

By  law,  to  use  the  TRICARE  retail 
and  mail-order  benefit,  beneficiaries 
generally  must  be  eligible  for  Medicare 
Part  A  and  enrolled  in  Part  B,  but  those 


who  turn  65  before  April  1  are  eligible 
for  the  benefit  even  if  they  are  not  en- 
rolled in  Medicare  Part  B. 

Effective  Oct.  1,  Medicare-eligible 
military  beneficiaries  become  eligible 
for  all  other  TRICARE  benefits.  The 
law  requires  that  all  Medicare  beneficia- 
ries, regardless  of  age,  must  be  enrolled 
in  Medicare  Part  B  to  receive  other  TRI- 
CARE benefits.  Beneficiaries  should 
enroll  in  Part  B  as  soon  as  they  are  eligi- 
ble. The  annual  open  enrollment  for 
Medicare  Part  B  is  Jan.  1  to  March  31. 

To  be  eligible  for  TRICARE  bene- 
fits, beneficiaries  65  and  older  must 
have  their  current  addresses  on  file 
with  DEERS  (Defense  Enrollment  Eli- 
gibility Reporting  System).  They  can 
do  this  at  a  local  military  treatment  fa- 
cility. The  address  also  can  be  updated 
on  the  TRICARE  Web  site  at  www.tri- 
care.ods.mil/deersaddress/. 

Information  about  Medicare  enroll- 
ment is  available  at  local  Social  Securi- 
ty Administration  Offices  or  on  the 
Medicare  Web  site  at  www. medi- 
care.gov.basics/overview. asp. 
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It  makes  radio  sound  "simply  amazing." 
imagine  what  it  can  do  for  your  CDs. 


The  remarkable  Bose'  Wave*  radio/CD.  When  the  Bose  Wave  radio  was  introduced  it  woke  up  an  entire 
industry,  delivering  breakthrough  sound  the  critics  at  Radio  World  called  "simply  amazing."  How  could  we  top 
that?  The  answer:  combine  the  Wave  radio's  revolutionary  acoustic  waveguide  speaker  technology  with  a  CD 
player,  all  while  adding  only  %  inch  to  the  radio's  size.  The  result  is  a  countertop  marvel  that  brings  out  the 
full  clarity  and  richness  of  your  CDs,  and  you  can  still  tune  in  great  radio.  Buy  direct  from  Bose,  the  most 
respected  name  in  sound.  Our  installment  billing  plan  lets  you  make  twelve  interest-free  monthly  pay- 
ments of  just  $41.58*  for  the  Wave  radio/CD.  The  Wave  radio  is  available  for  twelve  monthly  payments 
of  $29.08*.  Your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  In  fact,  we  believe  once  you  hear  the  simply  amazing  sound, 
parting  with  it  will  seem  unimaginable. 

Call  1-800-764-2073,  ext.  T6193. 

For  information  on  all  our  products:  www.bose.com/t6193 

Please  specify  your  color  choice  when  ordering.  Wave  radio/CD:  □  Platinum  White  or  □  Graphite  Gray 
Wave  radio:  □  Platinum  White  or  □  Graphite  Gray 

IV1r./IVIrs./Ms.  (  )  (  L 

Name 


(Please  Print) 


Daytime  Telephone 


Evening  Telephone 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


"  Beffer  sound  through  research  » 


Bose  Corporation,  Dept.  CD0-T6193,  T>ie  Mountain.  Framingham,  MA  01701-9168.  ^'2000  Bose  Corporation.  Patent  rights  issuer]  anci/or  pending.  The  Wave  radio  design  is  also  a 
regstered  trademart^  of  Bose  Corporalon.  Quote:  Frank  Beacham,  Radio  WorJd,  12/8/93. 'Installment  payment  plan  not  to  be  comljined  with  any  other  offer  or  applied  to  previeus 
purchases,  and  available  on  credit  card  orders  only.  Shipping.handling  and  sales  tax  not  included.  Price  and/or  payment  plan  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Unique  design 
folds  flat  for 
easy  storage. 
It  even  hangs 
on  the  wall! 


THE  AMAZiniG 

Ends 
Back-Breaking 
Property  Cleanup 
Forever! 

<i  Commercial-power  vacuum  turbine  lifts  and 
pulverizes  tons  of  leaves,  twigs,  pine  needles 
and  lawn  debris  as  you  drive. 

Great  for  big  grass-mowing  jobs — Giant  300  gallon 
capacity  clears  huge  areas  without  stopping. 

2  Hitches  to  virtually  any  riding  mower  or  tractor. 

■  Folds  up  flat  for  compact  storage.  You  can  actually 
hang  it  on  the  wall! 


Free  Information  Kit 


MAIL  THIS 
COUPOni  TODAY 

OR  CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-567-4652 


www.CycloneRake.com/aL 


YES!  Please  rush  me  FULL  INFORMATION 

on  the  revolutionary  CYCLONE  RAKE®  and 
special  pre-season  sale  prices. 


NAIVIE 


ADDRESS. 
CITY   


_STATE 


_ZIP_ 


MAIL  TO:  WOODLAND  POWER  PRODUCTS,  INC.  Dept.  AL301 


Pov/er  Products,  Inc. 


E 


xperience  the  grandeur  of 
Europe  and  Russia's  most  scenic 
waterways  from  the  comfort  of  our 
five-star  river  cruise  ships.  Explore 
bustling  cities,  sail  past  hilltop  castles 
and  quaint  villages  along  the  greatest 
rivers  of  Europe  and  Russia. 

Unpack  only  once,  then  settle  into 
your  beautiful  outside  cabin  and 
indulge  in  gourmet  food.  Enjoy  daily 
sightseeing  excursions,  shipboard 
lectures,  folklore  entertainment  and 
cultural  theme  dinners  -  all  included 
in  your  Viking  River  Cruises  vacation. 

From  $  1 ,998  including  airfare 
For  your  fi^ee  brochure  call  toll  free 

1-800-706-0415 
www.vikingrivercruises.com 


Rhine  •  Main  •  Danube  •  Moselle  i 
Elbe  •  Rhone  •  Seine  •  Po  •  Volga  j 


Once  $350. . . 


Now  Only  $35 


^4 


The  Legendary  1904-0  Morgan 
Silver  Dollar,  Brilliant  Uncirculated 


In  1962,  the  1904-O  (New  Orleans  Mint) 
Morgan  silver  dollar  was  one  of  the  three 
costliest  rarities  in  the  series,  UNC's  listing 
for  $350.  Then  the  Treasury  released  the  last 
sealed  bags  of  pristine  I904-O  Morgans.  Today 
no  other  Brilliant  Uncirculated  Morgan  silver 
dollar  costs  so  little  compared  to  its  peak  price. 
Sells  for  $52  elsewhere.  Introductory  Price: 
$35.  Limit  2.  Order  #18579.  Limited  time 
offer.  Add  $2  postage.  30-Day  No-Risk  Home 
Examination:  Money-Back  Guarantee.  To 
order  by  credit  card  call  the  toll-free  num- 
ber below.  Or  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
International  Coins  &  Currency 
62  Ridge  Street,  Dept.  4094 
Montpelier,  VT  05602 
1-800-451-4463 


For  other  offers  visit  wvvw.iccoin.com  4094 


War  wtth  China  possible 


Several  states  experimented  with  Internet  voting  in  the  2000  presidential  pri- 
maries. Sun  City,  Ariz.,  resident  Mary  Havens  casts  her  vote  in  the  Arizona 
Democratic  primary  online.  Internet  voting  is  likely  the  wave  of  the  future. 

Internet  vnting  cnuld  be  key  to  election  reform 


Congress  is  addressing  election  re- 
form, including  the  military  voting 
problem.  But  there  is  already  a  poten- 
tial solution:  Internet  voting.  DoD  im- 
plemented a  pilot  program  that  regis- 
tered 350  votes  by  overseas  military 
personnel  and  family  members  during 
the  presidential  election.  While  there 
are  concerns  about  the  integrity  and 
secrecy  of  the  procedure,  attorney 
Samuel  F.  Wright,  an  expert  on  the 
subject,  said  they  were  resolved  by 
utilizing  the  same  technology  used  to 
transmit  top-secret  messages.  The 
procedure  uses  safeguards  at  both 
ends  of  the  voting  process  to  send  se- 
cure messages.  "If  this  system  is  se- 


cure enough  for  our  nation's  military 
secrets,"  he  said,  "it  is  secure  enough 
for  electoral  purposes." 

Whatever  the  solution,  Wright 
said,  the  nation  has  waited  too  long. 
He  pointed  out  that  almost  50  years 
ago  President  Truman  called  upon  the 
Congress  and  the  states  to  make  it  eas- 
ier for  overseas  military  personnel  to 
vote.  In  a  1952  letter,  Truman  said, 
"At  a  time  when  these  young  people 
are  defending  our  country  and  its  free 
institutions,  the  least  we  at  home  can 
do  is  to  make  sure  they  are  able  to  en- 
joy the  rights  they  are  being  asked  to 
fight  to  preserve." 

-ex. 


A  nuclear  war  with  China  is  "not  out 
of  the  realm  of  possibility.  It  could  fol- 
low a  military  confrontation  over  Tai- 
wan," said  Bill  Gertz,  author  of  "The 
China  Threat"  (Regnery  Publishing). 

Gertz,  national  security  reporter  for 
The  Washington  Times,  said  China  is 
making  advances  in  the  Western  Hemi- 
sphere, but  the  "flashpoint"  is  Taiwan, 
considered  a  renegade  province  by  the 
Communists.  "The  situation  is  getting 
more  dangerous  and  has  deteriorated  un- 
der the  Clinton  administration,"  he  said. 

Gertz  said  he  thinks  the  Bush  admin- 
istration should  announce  to  the  world 
that  the  United  States  will  defend  Tai- 
wan and  provide  missile  defenses  to 
counter  the  Chinese  threat. 

Asked  if  the  United  States  is  prepared 
to  lose  tens  of  thousands  of  lives  in  a  war 
over  Taiwan,  Gertz  said,  "I  think  we 
are."  Sending  two  U.S.  aircraft  carrier 
battle  groups  to  the  area  in  1996  signaled 
U.S.  resolve. 

Haiti  aiding  drug  trade 

One  of  the  differences  in  foreign  pol- 
icy opinion  between  President  George 
W.  Bush  and  former  Vice  President  Al 
Gore  centered  on  Haiti,  where  the  Clin- 
ton-Gore administration  intervened  with 
American  troops  and  U.N.  backing. 
Bush  opposed  that  invasion.  But  now 
that  Haiti  has  become  a  major  transship- 
ment point  for  Colombian  cocaine,  will 
the  Bush  administration  take  action? 

In  the  name  of  democracy,  Clinton 
brought  back  to  power  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide,  who  had  been  elected  president 
but  was  deposed.  He  recently  won  re- 
election. But  Lynn  Garrison,  who  advised 
Haiti's  military  before  the  invasion,  said 
drug  traffickers  are  increasingly  using  the 
country  to  ship  cocaine  to  the  United 
States.  In  1991  only  1  percent  of  the  drugs 
came  through  Haiti,  he  said.  Today,  it's 
20  percent.  Garrison,  author  of  the  book 
"Voodoo  Politics,"  said  there  is  enough 
evidence  in  the  hands  of  a  U.S.  attomey  in 
Miami  to  indict  Aristide  personally.  Aris- 
tide denies  any  role  in  the  drug  trade. 

Another  problem  is  lawlessness.  Un- 
der the  pre-Aristide  rulers,  who  were 
considered  dictatorial,  the  society  was 
relatively  violence-free. 

Even  worse,  he  added,  Aristide  has 
established  close  ties  with  Fidel  Castro, 
who  has  trained  Haitian  security  forces. 


Colien  goes  out  in  style 

The  Pentagon  spent  $218  a  head  on  a 
Nov.  30  tribute  to  Hollywood  that  some 
described  as  a  farewell  party  for  De- 
fense Secretary  William  Cohen.  The  to- 
tal cost  was  $295,000  and  guests  includ- 
ed Motion  Picture  Association  President 
Jack  Valenti,  a  World  War  II  veteran, 
and  actors  such  as  Cuba  Gooding  Jr., 
star  of  the  film  "Men  of  Honor." 

But  one  reporter  asked  Pentagon 
spokesman  Ken  Bacon  how  this  could 
be  rationalized  to  soldiers  on  food 
stamps.  "I  think  it's  a  querulous  ques- 


tion," Bacon  said,  meaning  he  was 
ticked  off. 

Bacon  went  on  to  say  the  cost  of  the 
Hollywood  dinner  was  really  quite  rea- 
sonable. "That  compares  about  with 
what  the  secretary  would  spend  for  ma- 
jor dinners  here,"  Bacon  said.  He  added 
that  Cohen  was  trying  to  get  soldiers  off 
food  stamps,  but  that  his  job  included 
"making  sure  the  military  is  seen  in  the 
best  possible  light"  and  the  Hollywood 
party  was  part  of  that  effort.  One  re- 
porter suggested  the  event  was  a  bribe  to 
convince  Hollywood  to  produce  pro- 
military  films. 
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Win  Electric  Mobility! 


The  Colombian  qnagmire 

"Colombia  poses  a  major  challenge 
for  the  Bush  administration,"  noted  The 
San  Francisco  Chronicle.  The  paper 
contended  that  the  public  doesn't  sup- 
port or  understand  America's  military 
engagement  in  Colombia,  which  has 
been  underway  for  more  than  two 
decades,  and  there  is  no  exit  strategy. 

This  harsh  verdict  has  been  con- 
firmed by  a  General  Accounting  Office 
report  finding  that  a  new  $1.2  billion 
U.S. -aid  package  will  "likely  take  years" 
to  have  any  impact  on  drug  activities. 

The  GAO  report  said  the  problem  is 
worse  than  ever.  From  1995  to  1999,  co- 
caine production  more  than  doubled  and 
Colombia  became  a  major  supplier  of 
heroin  to  the  United  States.  During  the 
same  period,  the  United  States  provided 
$765  million  to  reduce  drug  activities 
there.  Drug  trafficking  groups  control 
more  than  40  percent  of  the  country. 

The  GAO  said  part  of  the  problem 
arose  when  the  Colombian  government 
launched  a  countemarcotics  campaign 
which  lacked  funding  and  structure.  An- 
other problem  is  that  U.S.  assistance  has 
been  of  dubious  value.  The  GAO  said 
helicopters  provided  to  the  Colombian 
National  Police  didn't  have  funding  to 
maintain  them.  Additional  staff  needed 
to  initiate  the  program  won't  be  on  the 
ground  until  late  2001,  and  much  of  the 
U.S.  assistance  won't  arrive  until  2002. 

Tech  toys  or  weapoos? 

It  sounds  like  a  groundless  rumor  on 
the  Internet:  Saddam  Hussein  was  buy- 
ing up  Sony  PlayStation  2  video  games 
for  military  purposes,  leading  to  a  short- 
age for  the  kids  last  Christmas.  But  Jim 
Longley,  a  former  member  of  the  House 
Armed  Services  Committee,  said  there 
may  be  some  truth  to  the  story. 

Longley  said  the  toys  are  "extremely 
useful  in  military  design  and  modeling 
applications"  because  of  their  superior 
computer  capabilities.  He  added,  "The 
technology,  especially  the  capabilities  of 
the  image  processors  in  these  video 
games,  is  probably  five  to  10  years  more 
advanced  than  those  contained  in  some  of 
our  most  sophisticated  missiles." 

Longley,  now  a  consultant  on  tech- 
nology issues,  said  the  Pentagon  has 
lost  its  edge  because  of  a  sharp  decline 
in  defense  research  and  development. 

-  Cliff  Kincaid 
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Join  the  Over  100  Winners 
Enjoying  Independence! 

The  Electric  Mobility  Rascal  is  designed  to  give  you  the  mobility  and 
independence  you've  dreamed  of!  And  now  you  can  win  a  Rascal  FREE  in 
our  Sweepstakes!  The  Rascal  is  a  prize  you'll  use  and  enjoy  EVERY  DAY!  It 
gives  you  the  "instant  mobility"  you  need  to  shop,  visit  friends  and  travel  - 
without  depending  on  others!  Take  your  Rascal  everywhere!  The  remarkable 
Rascal  is  PORTABLE  -  the  heaviest  component  is  only  34  lbs.!  It  even  separates 
into  compact  sections  that  are  guaranteed  to  fit  in  the  trunk  of  your  car! 

PLUS, 

•  Start,  stop  and  steer  with  "Just-One-Hand"  controls! 

•  The  Rascal's  a  snap  to  refuel  with  its  built-in  battery  charger! 

•  Rascals  are  backed  by  a  Lifetime  Frame  Guarantee  and  a 
3 -Year  Limited  Drivetrain  Warranty! 

•  Private  Insurance  reimbursable*  if  you  qualify! 

•  Already  in  use  by  thousands  of  Veterans  throughout  the  U.S.A.! 

•  Built  with  pride  in  the  U.S.A.! 

The  patented  ConvertAble 
Option  uses  interchangeable 
_  front  sections  to  convert 
- '  from  a  3-  or  4-wheel 
^ ''  scooter  to  a  nimble 
p)  indoor  4-wheeler  - 

without  using  tools. 

For  a  Free  Color  Catalog,  Special  Money-Saving  Offer  and  to  be 
entered  in  the  Rascal  Mobility  Sweepstakes,  Return  the  Card  or 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-662-4548  S 

*  Insurance  reimbursement  amounts,  if  any,  depend  on  the  individual  circumstances, 
medical  necessity,  and  policies  of  the  beneficiary,  cannot  be  determined  in  advance, 
and  do  not  apply  to  medical  equipment  received  free  of  charge. 

Electric  Mobility,  One  Mobility  Plaza,  Dept.  9505,  P.O.  Box  156,  Sewell,  NJ  08080 

©2001  Electric  Mobility  Corp. 
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Desert  Storm  event 
planned  in  Capitol 

Joe  Sharpe,  assistant  director 
of  the  Legion's  VA&R  Division 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  announced 
"The  American  Legion's  10th 
Anniversary  Celebration  of  Oper- 
ation Desert  Storm"  to  be  held  at 
the  Hyatt  Regency  Capitol  HiU 
March  10  from  2  to  4  p.m. 

The  ceremony,  which  takes 
place  during  the  Legion's 
Washington  Conference,  will 
honor  Gulf  War  veterans  but  is 
open  to  all  veterans.  The  event, 
sponsored  by  Stars  &  Stripes 
Omnimedia  Inc.  of  Pittsburgh 
will  include  prominent  speak- 
ers, special  music  and  award 
presentations  to  four  congress- 
men who  served  in  the  Gulf 
War. 

For  reservations,  contact 
Sharon  Southern,  secretary  to 
the  assistant  director  of  the 
VA&R,  at  (202)  861-2700. 

Veterans  Advisory 
Team  named 

The  American  Legion 
National  Adjutant  Robert  W. 
Spanogle  and  Medal  of  Honor 
Recipient  Retired  Maj.  Gen. 
Patrick  Brady  have  been  named 
to  serve  on  the  Veterans  Transi- 
tion Advisory  Team  for  Presi- 
dent George  W.  Bush. 

The  Transition  Advisory 
Team  will  provide  input  and 
related  outreach  activities  to  the 
Transition  Policy  Coordination 
Groups. 

Other  distinguished  members 
include  Gen.  Charles  Krulak, 
former  commandant  of  the 
Marine  Corps,  and  Adm.  Jay 
Johnson,  former  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations. 

Former  Congressman  Bill 
Paxon  will  serve  as  chairman  of 
the  Transition's  overall  advisory 
committee.  Maria  Cino,  former 
deputy  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can National  Committee's  Vic- 
tory 2000,  will  serve  as  execu- 
tive director. 


Flag  collection  donated  to  Legion 


The  Emil  A.  Blackmore  Museum  at 
The  American  Legion  National  Head- 
quarters in  IndianapoUs  recenrty  received 
an  extensive  flag  collection  from  the  wid- 
ow of  Paul  Manozzi,  a  former  university 
history  professor  in  New  York  and  Le- 
gionnaire for  12  years. 
More  than  140  flags  were 
delivered  by  New  York 
Department,  4th  District, 
Commander  Ralph  Pre- 
ston and  Al  Carpenter, 
administrative  assistant 
to  New  York  Department 
Adjutant  Richard  Pedro. 

There  are  numerous 
versions  of  the  American 
Flag,  including  a  49-star 
flag  representing  Alas- 
ka's admission.  Few  49- 
star  flags  were  crafted. 
Hawaii,  the  50th  state, 
was  admitted  to  the  union 
in  1959  shortly  after  Alas- 
ka's admission  earlier  in 
the  year.  The  professor 
often  took  his  flags  to 


schools  for  lecmres  and  made  presenta- 
tions at  Boys  State.  American  Legion  Li- 
brarian and  Museum  Curator  Joe  Hovish 
said  he  plans  to  display  the  flags  and  hopes 
the  flags  can  be  used  as  teaching  tools  for 
area  teachers. 


Al  Carpenter,  left,  an  administrative  assistant  to  the  New 
York  Department  Adjutant,  and  Ralph  Preston,  Fourth  Dis- 
trict Commander,  Department  of  New  York,  display  one  of 
140  flags  donated  to  The  American  Legion  by  Paul 
Manozzi. 


CWF  Offers  patriotic  CDs,  pins 


The  American  Legion  Child  Wel- 
fare Foundation,  a  nonprofit  corpora- 
tion created  in  1954  by  The  American 
Legion,  is  offering  on  a  limited-basis 
two  incentives  for  donations  made  to 
the  organization,  according  to  U.S. 
"Udie"  Grant,  the  Foundation's  board 
president. 

For  a  $10  donation,  the  Foundation 
is  offering  the  American  Pride  CD,  a 
collection  of  music  celebrating  patrio- 
tism with  arrangements  of  15  of  the  na- 
tion's most  cherished  songs. 

For  donations  of  $20  or  more,  the 


The  CD  "American 
Pride"  is  available 
for  a  $10  dona- 
tion. 


A  collectable  pin  is  available  for  a  dona- 
tion of  $20  or  more. 


Foundation  offers  a  limited-edition, 
pewter-tone  pin  portraying  an  eagle  in 
flight.  A  banner  be- 
neath the  eagle's 
wings  displays  the 
phrase  "Soaring 
into  the  New  Mil- 
lennium." 

Since  its  cre- 
ation, the  Founda- 
tion has  granted 
nearly  $6  million  to 
nonprofit  youth- 
oriented  organizations,  providing  them 
a  means  to  educate  the  public  about  the 
needs  of  children  across  the  nation. 

The  CDs  and  pins  are  available 
while  quantities  last  and  can  be  ordered 
by  calling  (317)  630-1202,  by  e-mail  at 
admin@cwf-inc.org  or  by  mailing  a  re- 
quest along  with  a  tax-deductible  dona- 
tion to  The  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  1055, 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206-1055. 

All  donations  directly  assist  young 
people. 
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Thinking  'outside  tlie  liox'  worics  for  Idalio  Post 


Responding  to  National  Commander 
Ray  Smith's  message  to  think  "outside  the 
box"  while  recmiting,  Post  136  in  Boise, 
Idaho,  joined  Timberline  High  School  and 
the  Idaho  National  Guard  in  sponsoring  a 
Veterans'  Day  pancake  feed. 

Agent  Orange 
benefits  victory 

Vietnam  War  veterans  with  diabetes 
are  now  eligible  for  compensation  and 
health  care  for  their  presumptive  exposure 
to  Agent  Orange.  The  Department  of  Vet- 
erans Affairs'  decision  was  supported  by 
The  American  Legion. 

National  Commander  Ray  Smith  for- 
mally petitioned  VA  to  add  Type  2  dia- 
betes to  illnesses  thought  to  be  related  to 
Agent  Orange  exposure.  Consequently, 
Acting  VA  Secretary  Hershel  Gober 
announced  approval  of  the  awarding  of 
benefits.  The  government's  response  to 
the  Legion's  petition  will  help  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  veterans.  The  VA's  deci- 
sion was  based  on  a  National  Academy  of 
Sciences'  Institute  of  Medicine  report  that 
suggested  an  association  between  adult- 
onset  diabetes  and  exposure  to  dioxin,  a 
by-product  of  herbicides  used  in  Vietnam. 

VABR  Division 
reorgaoiziog 

The  American  Legion  is  reorganizing 
the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Division  in  Washington,  D.C. 

James  R.  Fischl,  an  Air  Force  veteran 
and  former  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs 
official,  became  VA&R  director  Jan.  1 . 

National  Commander  Ray  Smith 
said  the  reorganization  will  enable  the 
Legion  to  stay  ahead  of  changes  in  the 
provision  of  benefits  and  services  by  the 
federal  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

"A  new  operations  unit  is  being  estab- 
lished to  intensify  the  level  of  training  for 
appeals  representatives  on  the  national 
staff  and  Department  service  officers  na- 
tion-wide," Smith  said.  "The  Court  of 
Veterans  Appeals'  decisions,  new  bene- 
fits and  services,  and  changing  eUgibility 
for  medical  care  necessitates  this." 


Among  the  Post's  objectives  were: 
increasing  the  community's  awareness  of 
veterans;  raising  $5,000  for  high-school 
programs  and  the  Post;  demonstrating 
the  Post's  resolve  to  support  the  commu- 
nity; and  recruiting  new  members. 


The  Post  reached  all  its  goals.  Be- 
sides serving  more  than  2,000  pancakes 
to  approximately  800  people  and  raising 
$5,000,  the  event  also  provided  the  op- 
portunity for  students  to  meet  veterans 
of  wars  dating  back  to  World  War  II. 


If  you  have  contracted  MESOTHELIOMA 
or  LUNG  CANCER  due  to  exposure  to 


You  may  be  eligible  to  be  compensated 
for  your  injuries  by  bringing  a  lawsuit 
against  the  asbestos  industry. 

At  Weitz  &  Luxenberg  we  maintain  an 
extensive  practice  in  representing  the 
interests  of  asbestos  victims.  In  fact, 
we  represent  thousands  of  victims, 
from  all  across  the  United  States,  and 
were  instrumental  in  upholding  the 
constitutionality  of  asbestos  litigation 
through  the  landmark  Brooklyn  Navy 
Yard  and  Consolidated  Powerhouse 
trials,  resulting  in  combined  group 


verdicts  of  $166  million. 

We  maintain  a  staff  of  over  40  attor- 
neys and  200  support  personnel  all 
primed  to  work  closely  wath  you  to 
achieve  maximum  results.  This  may 
explain  why  77%  of  all  asbestos  cases 
on  the  New  York  City  trial  docket  for 
the  year  2000  are  being  handled  by 
Weitz  &  Luxenberg. 

For  further  information,  and  a  free 
informational  booklet,  call  the  law  firm 
of  Weitz  &  Luxenberg  today. 


Weitz  &  Luxenberg,  P.C. 

LAW  OFFICES 

Setting  the  standard  in  asbestos  litigation  for  over  a  decade 
180  Maiden  Lane  •  New  York,  NY  10038 

1-800-476-6070 

www.weitzlux.com 


Future  verdicts  or  settlements  cannot  be  predicted  from  prior  results. 
The  statute  of  limitations  of  your  respective  state  will  help  determine  your  ability  to  file  a  claim. 
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Mike  Douglass, 
a  member  of  the 
2000  Olympic  Air 
Pistol  Team,  was 
the  1993  pre- 
cision national 
champion  of  Am- 
erican Legion 
Shooting  Sports. 


Legion  gets  IISOC  seat 

The  American  Legion  was 
unanimously  selected  as  a  per- 
manent member  of  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee. 

As  a  member,  The  American 
Legion  can  vote  and  participate  in 
the  decision-making  process  for 
matters  pertain- 


ing  to  Olympic 
sports. 

Two  prom- 
inent sports  pro- 
grams  helped 
secure  the 
membership: 
American  Le- 
gion Baseball, 
with  an  annual 
participation  of 
90,000  youth, 
and  American 
Legion  Junior 
Shooting 
Sports,  which 
has  10,000  an- 
nual participants.  Seventeen  alum- 
ni competed  on  the  U.S.  baseball 
and  shooting  teams  in  the  2000 
Summer  Olympic  Games  in  Syd- 
ney, Australia.  The  Legion's  in- 
volvement in  other  community 
sports  programs  further  secured  the 
membership. 

USOC  membership  will  serve 
as  a  prestigious  membership  tool, 
as  well  as  offer  the  Legion  die  op- 
portunity to  learn  ways  to  better 
serve  its  athletes. 

Other  Olympics  committee 
members  include  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  the  YMCA  and  YWCA, 
and  the  Boys  Club  and  Girls  Club 
of  America. 

Discount  Prescription 
Program  cliange 

The  pharmacy  chain  of  Duane 
Reade  no  longer  participates  in  The 
American  Legion  Discount  Pre- 
scription Program  network  effec- 
tive Jan.  22.  The  change  affects 
only  the  state  of  New  York  with 
181  stores  and  the  state  of  New  Jer- 
sey with  three  stores. 


VA  Committee  names  chairman 


Rep.  Chris  Smith,  R-N.J.,  an  advo- 
cate for  The  American  Legion  on  many 
veterans  issues,  has  been  named  chair- 
man of  the  House  Veterans'  Affairs 
Committee.  Smith  replaces  Rep.  Bob 
Stump,  R-Ariz.,  who  will  join  the 
Armed  Services  Committee  of  the 
107th  Congress.  Both  received  formal 
congratulations  from  National  Com- 
mander Ray  Smith. 

In  the  new  congressional  session, 
The  American  Legion  will  fight  for 
laws  to  protect  the  voting  rights  of 
overseas  active-duty  troops,  as  well  as 
numerous  rehabilitation  reforms. 
These  reforms  include  a  $1.3  bilHon  in- 
crease in  fiscal  2002  veterans  health- 
care funding  and  a  law  to  allow  com- 
bat-disabled military  retirees  to  receive 
full  disability  and  retirement  pay. 


Rep.  F.  James  Sensenbrermer  Jr.,  R- 
Wis.,  has  been  appointed  to  head  the 
Judiciary  Commit- 
tee. Sensenbrenner, 
a  flag-protection 
supporter,  now 
chairs  the  commit- 
tee that  holds  hear- 
ings on  the  flag- 
s' protection  amend- 
I  ment.  He  replaces 
I  Rep.  Henry  J. 
I  Hyde,  R-Ill.,  who 
will  serve  as  chair- 
man of  the  Interna- 
tional Relations 
Committee,  a  key 
committee  for  the 
development  of  legislation  for  the  ac- 
counting of  POW/MIAs. 


Rep.  Chris  Smith, 
R-N.J.,  was  named 
chairman  of  the 
House  Veterans' 
Affairs  Committee. 


Smith's  letter  assisted  American 


National  Com- 
mander Ray  Smith 
called  for  Russian  of- 
ficials to  release  im- 
prisoned American 
Edmond  Pope  two 
days  prior  to  Russian 
President  Vladimir 
Putin  announcing 
that  he  would  be  re- 
mmed  home. 

In  a  letter  written 
Dec.  7  to  Russian 
Ambassador  Yury 
Ushakov,  Smith  said 
Pope,  convicted  Dec. 
6  of  spying  and  sen- 
tenced to  20  years  of 
hard  labor,  was  de- 
nied due  process.  The 
Commander  added 
that  the  "secrets"  Pope  supposedly  stole 
were  available  from  open  sources,  the  es- 
pionage charges  and  trial  proceedings 
were  concealed  from  U.S.  observation 
and  the  verdict  showed  signs  of  judicial 
predetermination  -  not  practices  of  a  re- 
sponsible nation. 

Smith's  letter  further  stated  he  was 
"appalled"  to  learn  from  Pope's  con- 
gressman. Rep.  John  Peterson,  R-Pa., 
that  the  Russian  government  considered 


Rep.  John  Peterson,  R-Pa.,  right,  greets  American  businessman 
Edmond  Pope  and  his  wife,  Cheri,  at  Ramstein  Air  Base,  Ger- 
many, after  Pope's  release  from  Moscow's  Lefortovo  prison 
Dec.  14.  Pope,  convicted  by  Russia  as  a  spy,  was  pardoned  by 
Russian  President  Vladimir  Putin. 


Pope's  membership  in  The  American 
Legion  as  tacit  evidence  of  spy  status. 
Smith  also  questioned  the  methods  used 
to  convict  Pope  and  the  merit  of  sentenc- 
ing a  54-year-old  with  bone  cancer  to  20 
years  of  hard  labor.  "It  is  in  Russia's  best 
interest  to  release  Mr.  Pope  as  soon  as 
possible,"  Smith  said. 

Pope  was  pardoned  and  released 
Dec.  14,  the  day  his  sentence  was  to  go 
into  effect. 
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Bush,  Cheney  attend  Leginn's  Salute  tn  Hemes 


National  Commander  Ray  Smith,  left,  and  National  Adjutant  Robert  Spanogle,  second 
from  right,  join  the  crowd  in  welcoming  President  George  W.  Bush  at  "The  American 
Legion  Salute  to  Heroes:  Veterans  Inaugural  Banquet"  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Jan.  20. 


President  George  W.  Bush  was  giv- 
en a  rousing  greeting  from  an  over- 
flow crowd  of  1 ,200  at  "The  American 
Legion  Salute  to  Heroes:  Veterans  In- 
augural Banquet"  in  Washington, 
D.C.  National  Commander  Ray  Smith 
and  National  Adjutant  Robert 
Spanogle  were  at  the  banquet,  as  were 
Vice  President  Dick  Cheney  and  the 
event's  emcee,  Catherine  Bell,  star  of 
the  television  hit  series  "JAG." 

More  than  90  Medal  of  Honor  re- 
cipients attended  the  banquet  along 
with  more  than  600  representatives  of 
veterans  service  organizations.  The 
traditional  banquet  is  hosted  by  The 
American  Legion. 

Bush's  appearance  at  the  banquet 
was  his  first  stop  of  Inaugural- Evening 
events.  Vice  President  Cheney  intro- 


duced President  Bush  who,  after  pro- 
longed cheering,  smiled  and  told  the 
crowd  to  behave  themselves. 


Prior  to  his  appearance,  Bush  held  a 
brief  private  meeting  with  Commander 
Smith. 


HOW  TO  USE  NATIONAL  REUNION  REGISTRY^^ 

The  National  Reunion  Registry  handles  all  reunion  information 
services  for  The  American  Legion  Magazine.  NRR,  a  division  of 
Military  Information  Enterprises,  Inc.,  is  a  private  organization  that 
provides  information  about  reunions,  helps  veterans  locate  old  bud- 
dies and  offers  other  special  benefits  to  veterans  and  their  families. 

NRR  maintains  contact  information  on  thousands  of  reunions 
and  provides  this  information  free  of  charge  to  veterans. 

There  are  several  ways  to  register  reunions  or  check  reunion  list- 
ings with  the  National  Reunion  Registry.  Please  contact  the  organi- 
zation directly  by  writing  to  NRR/Reunions,  PO  Box  17118,  Spar- 
tanburg, SC  29301,  by  faxing  (864)  595-0813  or  via  e-mail  at 
information@militaryUSA.com.  Due  to  the  large  number  of 
reunions,  NRR  cannot  accept  phone  requests  for  reunion  informa- 
tion. 

To  register  a  reunion,  you  should  include  the  complete  name  of 
the  organization  and  branch  of  service  with  your  request.  The 


request  should  also  include  the  reunion  dates  and  city,  along  with  a 
contact  name  and  telephone  number.  Please  also  include  a  size  esti- 
mate of  the  group. 

Using  the  Internet  is  the  quickest,  most  accurate  way  to  access 
the  reunion  registry.  You  may  check  to  see  if  your  buddies  are  plan- 
ning a  reunion  by  visiting  NRR's  Web  site  at  www. 
MilitaryUSA.com.  To  promote  the  best  accuracy  and  fastest 
process  when  listing  your  reunion,  complete  the  Reunion  Registra- 
tion Form  available  on  the  Web  site. 

LOCATING  A  BUDDY 

MilitaryUSA.com  offers  many  services  for  veterans,  including 
tips  and  techniques  for  locating  current  or  former  military  members. 
How  To  Locate  Anyone  Who  Is  or  Has  Been  in  the  Military:  Armed 
Forces  Locator  Guide  is  a  practical  guide  to  help  people  locate  ser- 
vice members.  The  publication  can  be  purchased  by  contacting  MIE 
Publishing,  P.O.  Box  17118,  Spartanburg,  SC  29301  or  by  faxing 
(864)  595-0813. 


 AIR  FORCE  

819th  Redhorse  '66,  '67,  Las  Vegas,  4/1-4, 
Mark  Guidry,  (520)  685-3364,  katmar®  table- 
toptelephone.com;  7th  Bomb  Wing  B-36,  Fort 
Worth,  TX,  4/19-22,  Richard  George,  (817) 
292-4932,  b36assn7bw@aol.com;  Pilot  Class 
43D,  Charleston,  SC,  4/25-28,  Frank  Dutko, 
(850)  932-3467,  dutko43d@hotmail.com;  41st 
Ftr  Sq,  San  Francisco,  4/29-5/2,  Frank  Fariello, 
(650)  327-7587,  fralois@attglobal.net;  874th 
ACW  Sq,  Las  Vegas,  5/1 1  -1 3,  Bruce  Shymans- 
ki,  (303)  663-8620,  bshymanski@earthlink.net 

Det  0900  Lahr,  Myrtle  Beach,  SC,  5/13-17, 
George  Johnson,  (910)  455-3450,  johngeo4@ 
coastalnet.com;  6th  Bomb  Grp,  St.  Louis,  5/17- 


20,  Ray  Defilippo,  (636)  343-8555,  rdefilippo@ 
aol.com;  35th  Mnt  Supply  Grp,  New  Orleans, 
5/18-21,  Claude  Clawson,  (614)  577-0094, 
cclawson@webtv.net;  330th,  331st  FIS,  Tucson, 
AZ,  5/23-27,  Bumell  Hostetter,  (717)  898-7132, 
burnell@lancnews.infi.net;  42nd  Bomb  Grp, 
Montgomery,  AL,  5/24-27,  Frank  Saler,  (903) 
868-1256,  michar331@yahoo.com;  114th  Avn 
Co,  Columbia,  MO,  5/29,  Jim  Gosnell,  (305) 
292-5681 ,  jgosnl  0293@aol.com 


 ARMY  

50th  Inf  Reg,  1  st  Bn  Mech,  Las  Vegas,  3/1 1-15, 
Kenneth  Riley,  (717)  632-7604,  ichiban® 
blazenet.net;  9th  Inf  Div,  5th  Cav,  3rd  Sq,  San 
Antonio,  3/15-18,  Ron  Quezada,  (850)  836-5280, 
blackknight@dfsi.net;  278th  Reg  Combat  Tm, 


Pigeon  Forge,  TN,  3/16-17,  Billy  Stewart,  (423) 
745-9394,  bbstewart@webtv.net;  8th  Cav  Troop 
F,  Pensacola,  FL,  3/30-4/1 ,  Dennis  Galinski,  (570) 
251  -8454,  dootoo@ezaccess.net;  31  st  Inf  Div, 
200th  Inf  Reg,  Co  D,  Gatlinburg,  TN,  April,  Gale 
Ruth,  (419)  562-5387,  chughes@backroads.net 

1st  Cav  Div,  5th  Reg,  2nd  Bn,  Co  C,  St.  Louis, 
4/27-29,  James  Machin,  (312)  397-9907, 
burgertogo@aol.com;  25th,  4th  Machine  Rec 
Unit,  Virginia  Beach,  VA,  4/29-5/2,  Russell  Om- 
men,  (815)  933-1045,  mstyommen@ 
juno.com;  OCS  Alumni,  Columbus,  GA,  5/3-6, 
George  McCoy,  (770)  973-3170,  colgmccoy@ 
mindspring.com;  7th  Inf  Reg,  St  Louis,  5/3-6, 
Curley  Faulk,  (318)  824-7560;  86th  Chem  Mor- 
tar Bn,  San  Antonio,  5/6-9,  George  Murray, 
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Murray,  (256)  820-4415  St.  Louis,  5/3-6, 
Curley  Faulk,  (318)  824-7560;  97th  Sig  Bn, 
Reno,  NV,  5/6-1 1 ,  Reunion  Planner,  (757)  464- 
0513,  dave97th@aol.com;  61st  Field  Art  Bn, 
1st  Cav  Div,  Deadwood,  SD,  5/8-10,  Frank 
Mowery,  (307)  235-8679,  fncmowery® 
aol.com;  172nd  Eng  Combat  Bn,  Pigeon  Forge, 
TN,  5/8-11,  Joseph  Layne,  (410)  561-5258, 
jlayne@qis.net;  Sugamo  Prison  Assn, 
Frankenmuth,  Ml,  5/9-11,  V.  Czaja,  (409)  291- 
0934,  sugamo@geocities.com 

WAC  Rycom  Det  81 1 7  Okinawa,  Ft  Lee,  VA, 
5/9-12,  Barbara  Becker,  (734)  453-5109, 
wackywac54@aol.com;  5th  Cav  Assn,  Pigeon 
Forge,  TN,  5/14-20,  Freddie  Owens,  (865)  539- 
0584,  meac1@aol.com;  Army  Security  Agcy 
Alpiners,  Washington,  DC,  5/17-20,  Ralph 
Thadeus,  (314)  367-9577,  alpiners@ 
primary.net;  53rd  Inf  Reg,  N.  Platte,  NE,  5/21- 
26,  Robert  Spence,  (650)  697-4825, 
rhspence@flash.net;  94th  Inf  Div  Assn,  Boston, 
5/24-26,  Harry  Helms  Jr,  (610)  363-7826, 
harrynhelmsjr@aol.com 


 COAST  GUARD  

USCG  Station  St.  Augustine,  FL,  4/24-26,  Marian 
Bamett,  (904)  824-9281;  USCG  Jams,  Mystic, 
CT,  5/4-5,  Charles  Greene,  (901)  782-3672, 
cgreene@wk.net;  USCG  Rush,  Las  Vegas,  5/6- 
10,  John  Vogel,  (520)  783-3625;  USCG  255 
Cutters,  Las  Vegas,  5/6-10,  Doak  Walker,  (907) 
789-2579,  saad@ptialaska.net;  USCGC 
Campbell,  New  Orleans,  5/9-12,  James  Kelly, 
(860)  848-1160,  jkelly@uconectnet;  USCG 
Eastwind.  Boston,  5/25-28,  Joseph  Quintiliani, 
(508)  548-0329,  uscgdiver@webtv,net 


 JOINT  

Anzio  Beachhead  Vets  of  WWII,  Nashville,  TN, 
3/1,  C.  Easter,  (540)  725-7293;  Japan 
Occupation  and  MacArthur's  Honor  Guard, 
Tokyo,  4/15-20,  David  Valley,  (858)  485-6616, 
dvalley@fda.net;  Underage  Military  Vets  of 
Pensacola,  FL,  in  Pensacola  4/26-29,  George 
Brouse,  (800)  595-1006 


 MARINE  

MCB  53  Assn,  Las  Vegas,  3/25-30,  Mitchell 
Dunbar,  (757)  463-1676,  cal3san@ 
email.msn.com;  Pit  123  '68,  Arlington,  VA,  4/1- 
4,  Michael  Quill,  (315)  253-4371,  afdx@ 
tds.net;  Mojave  Desert  Mc  Assn,  New  Orleans, 
4/8-12,  Harold  Knudsen,  (218)  732-3978; 
USMC  Musicians,  Camp  Lejeune,  NC,  4/21-23, 
R.  Oldenburg,  jazjoc@bnis.net;  VMB  612  Mag 
61,  Boston,  5/3-7,  Joel  Krensky,  (800)  972- 
7777,  marines@colpittswt.com 


 NAVY  

USS  Guardfish,  Port  Canaveral,  FL,  March, 
Richard  Armstrong,  (510)  521-5781,  nicedad1@ 
earthlink.net;  NMCB  10,  Bloomington,  MN,  March, 
D.  Kunz,  (651)  459-2807,  mnseabee@ 
uswest.net;  USS  John  PaulJones,  San  Diego, 
3/2-5,  J.  McKechnie,  (619)  435-3978, 
john540@juno.com;  USS  Rockbridge,  Savannah, 
GA,  3/7-11,  Ray  Dillon,  (410)  742-5706;  Flying 
Midshipmen  Natl  Conv,  St.  Augustine,  FL,  3/14- 
18,  Reunion  Planner,  (800)  964-5955 


Avn  Midshipmen  '46-'50,  St.  Augustine,  FL, 
3/14-18,  J.  Anthony,  (904)  471-6136, 
bcs1905@aol.com;  USS  Navasota,  Las  Vegas, 
3/18-20,  William  Slaughter,  (775)  266-3329, 
jojola7@aol.com;  USS  Noa,  Jacksonville,  FL, 
3/28-4/1,  Wilma  Rascoe,  (904)  228-3366;  USS 
Vicksburg,  San  Antonio,  3/29-4/1 ,  J.  Desiderio, 
(856)  589-5461;  USS  Lloyd  Thomas.  Norfolk, 
VA,  April,  Bob  Scherrer,  (757)  467-6270, 
scherrerva@aol.com 

USS  Chopper.  Kingsland,  GA,  4/4-7,  Bob 
Stamper,  (813)  677-5485,  k4cfv@gte.net;  USS 
Aventinus,  Annapolis,  MD,  4/15-19,  Robert 
Pound,  (508)  223-5131,  rpound1702@aol.com; 
USS  William  M.  Wood,  Myrtle  Beach,  SC,  4/17- 
19,  Charles  Traub,  (757)  340-9056,  ctraub3@ 
cs.com;  Navy  Musicians,  Virginia  Beach,  VA, 
4/18-22,  B.  Waltrip,  (915)  572-3719,  navmu@ 
geocities.com;  USS  Yorktown.  Reno,  NV,  4/24- 
27,  Wayne  Teitgen,  (904)  246-6943 

USS  Zeal,  San  Diego,  4/25-28,  Frederick  Rufe, 
(908)  859-0606,  fredr1@fast.net;  USS  Lang, 
Mobile,  AL,  4/25-28,  John  Taylor,  (334)  843- 
5353,  jonpott@flash.net;  USS  Goodrich. 
Newport,  Rl,  4/25-29,  Thomas  Duming,  (203) 
269-0831,  bosundd831@aol.com;  USS  Tarawa. 
Jacksonville,  FL,  4/26-29,  Cliff  Gardner,  (401) 
539-1 149,  cjrOO@banet.net;  USS  Kenneth  D. 
Bailey.  Indianapolis,  4/26-29,  Robert  Levine, 
(617)  327-3286,  rhl713@aol.com 

USS  Hazelwood  Boston,  4/28-30,  Charles 
Kepner,  (860)  448-7227,  janchaskepner@ 
snet.net;  USS  Hermitage.  Pigeon  Forge,  TN,  4/29- 
5/2,  C.  Dehart,  (319)  252-3687;  USS  Rolf, 
Columbus,  OH,  May,  John  San  Marco, 
chiefjsm@aol.com;  USS  Bremerton.  Tucson,  AZ, 
May,  Robert  Polanowski,  (716)  365-2316, 
skica130@  aol.com;  USS  Donner  St,  Peters- 
burg, FL,  May,  Ron  Luxon,  (330)  725-6285, 
ussdonner@att.net 

DESRON  48,  Daytona  Beach,  FL,  5/1-5,  Edward 
Mills,  (910)  476-5889,  desron48@aol.com;  USS 
Abbot  Daytona  Beach,  FL,  5/1-5,  Bill  Beavers, 
(630)  653-2540,  billbdd629@aol.com;  USS 
Prime,  Chester  Springs,  PA,  5/1-6,  Andrew 
McCreight,  (610)  363-1388,  circanet@ 
bellatlantic.net;  USS  Tucson.  Lafayette,  LA,  5/2- 
5,  Paul  Morin,  (408)  258-1470,  pmorin3289@ 
aoi.com;  USS  Macomb.  Jacksonville,  FL,  5/2-6, 
James  Dimond,  (901)  873-2865,  emcsusnret@ 
aol.com 

USS  Bataan.  San  Antonio,  5/2-6,  Dick  Weaver, 
(830)  257-3744,  rlwesw@ktc.eom;  USS 
Muliphen.  Williamsburg,  VA,  5/3-6,  Ronald 
Wiant,  (302)  737-1751,  rwiant@delanetcom; 
USS  Walters.  Cobb.  San  Antonio,  5/3-8, 
James  Plough,  (423)  475-2970,  jpl5925548@ 
aol.com;  USS  Buck  Charleston,  SC,  5/6-9, 
John  Connolly,  (501)  922-3969,  joncon@ 
ipa.net;  USS  Wa/7ey,  San  Diego,  5/6-9,  John 
Nichelson,  (310)  768-3838,  jnichels@ 
packbell.net;  Signalman  Class  11-A-45, 
Charleston,  SC,  5/6-9,  Taylor  Crouch,  (817) 
924-1971,  taylor927@  aol.com;  USS  Kenneth 
Whiting.  Maui,  HI,  5/7-12,  John  Potthoff,  (903) 
675-81 12,  jonpott@flash.net 


USS  Lawrence,  Branson,  MO,  5/8-9,  Ralph 
Wegener,  (816)  353-0178;  USS  Tangier, 
Pensacola,  FL,  5/9-13,  Carlton  Daugette,  (925) 
935-0226,  chiefbames@worldnet.att.net;  8th  AF 
446th  Bomb  Grp,  New  Orleans,  5/10-13,  Bill 
Davenport,  (714)  832-2829,  history446@ 
earthlink.net;  USS  Smalley  Nashville,  TN,  5/16- 
20,  George  Bauersfeld,  (914)  736-6377, 
dd565@prodigy.net;  USS  Hugh  W.  Hadley. 
Hampton,  VA,  5/17-20,  Thomas  English, 
(570)  476-1424,  englmfn@ptd.net 

USS  Thomas  E.  Eraser.  Chattanooga,  TN,  5/21- 
24,  William  Sturgill,  (517)  522-8594,  bilsturg@ 
aol.com;  USS  Portsmouth.  Valley  Forge,  PA, 
5/28-6/3,  Joseph  Barber,  (860)  379-5364, 
jbarber@snet.net;  USS  Glennon.  Charleston, 
SC,  5/31-6/3,  Anthony  De  Natale,  (718)  984- 
2539,  tony840@prodigy.net 


IN  SEARCH  OF 


Anyone  who  served  with  Co  A,  255th  Inf  Reg, 
1  St  Pit  in  February  1 945,  contact  Albert  G. 
Smith,  504  Alward  Road,  Warsaw,  IN  46580 
or  call  (219)  269-3913. 

Anyone  who  played  on  the  1949  8th  Army 
Chicks  team  in  the  Army  Worldwide  Baseball 
Tournament  at  Ft.  Benning,  contact  Donald 
Betz,  336  Boone  Lake  Circle,  Bluff  City,  TN 
37618,  call  (423)  538-4935  ore-mail 
dbetz2@aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  with  3rd  Bn,  160th  Inf  Reg, 
40th  Div  during  the  invasion  of  Panay  Island 
during  World  War  II,  contact  Mitchell  J.  Hilow, 
16  Reed  St,  Worcester,  MA  01602,  call 
(508)  755-9365  or  e-mail  secretary243@ 
aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  332nd  Med  Brig 
HHC  or  its  subordinate  units  during  Operation 
Desert  Storm,  contact  Ben  Story,  P.O.  Box 
249,  Forrest  City,  AR  72336,  call  (870)  633- 
6402  or  e-mail  bstory@ipa.net 

Anyone  who  served  aboard  the  oil  tanker  USS 
Chiwawa  AO-68  during  World  War  II,  contact 
Jon  L.  Strupp,  512  66th  Ave.  NE,  Fridley,  MN 
55402,  call  (763)  571-4927  or  e-mail 
j_strupp@hotmail.com. 

Anyone  who  served  with  FASRON  117  at  NAS 
Barber's  Point  at  Oahu,  Hawaii,  between 
January  1953  and  January  1955,  contact 
John  V.  Reeves,  2913  S.  Cherry  Circle, 
Mesa,  AZ  85210  or  call  (480)  892-5979. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  836th  Eng  Avn  Bn 
in  the  Southwest  Pacific  between  July  1943 
and  October  1945,  contact  Ray  Peacy,  331 
Old  Bell  Road,  Aiken,  SC  29801,  call  (803) 
649-7878  or  e-mail  peacy@scescape.net 

Anyone  who  served  with  78th  Ord  Co  Depot 
between  August  1 942  and  July  1 945, 
contact  Stuart  M.  Hughes,  202  W.  Calle 
Nogal,  Green  Valley,  AZ  85614,  call  (520) 
625-9377  or  e-mail  stuart.hughes@ 
worldnet.att.net. 

Anyone  who  served  with  Torpedo  Sqn  1 ,  Air 
Grp  1 ,  aboard  the  USS  Yorktown  in  the 
Pacific  during  WWII,  contact  Marvin 
Lieberman,  765  E.  Doran,  Glendale,  CA 
91206  or  call  (818)  247-4497. 

Anyone  who  served  with  D  Troop,  1st  Cav,  4th 
Inf  Div  in  An  Khe  Providence,  Vietnam, 
between  July  and  December  1970,  contact 
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Douglas  D.  Waldorf,  1022  11th  St.  S,  Sauk 
Rapids,  MN  56379. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  596th  Trans  Co, 
Henry  Kaserne,  in  Munich,  Germany, 
between  1955  and  1957,  contact  Charlie 
Weaver,  2754  Lullington  Drive,  Winston- 
Salem,  NC  27103,  call  (336)  765-9635  or 
e-mail  patchas@triad.rr.com. 

Anyone  who  served  on  the  USS  Marine 
Jumper  in  Asia  in  1946,  contact  Howard  W. 
Taylor,  7026  Lakeside  Drive,  Shreve,  OH 
44676  or  call  (330)  496-3138. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  6th  Med  Depot  in 
Korea  during  the  1950s,  contact  Mack 
Mullins  at  P.O.  Box  25542,  Fayetteviile,  NC 
28314,  call  (910)  867-4292  or  e-mail 
rmpamack@aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  69th  Armd  Field  Art 
Bn  during  WWII,  contact  Roy  Gustavson,  6 
Aberdeen  Place,  Fair  Lawn,  NJ  07410  or 
e-mail  towerdog47@aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  with  the  831  st  Avn  Eng  in 
Europe  during  1945,  contact  Robert  J. 
Anderson,  701  South  Ash,  Crookston,  MN 
56716,  call  (218)  281-6991  ore-mail 
rjandson@rrv.net 

Anyone  who  served  in  Det  D,  177th  Army  Sec 
Agcy  in  Korea  between  August  1958  and 
September  1959,  contact  Edward  Erickson, 
4098  W.  145th  St,  Rosemount  MN  55068 
or  call  (651)  423-2357. 

Anyone  who  served  in  HQ  Co,  3rd  Bn,  5th  Inf 
Reg,  which  returned  from  Mainz,  Germany, 
in  December  1958,  contact  James  Barbe  at 
1519  Greenville  Road,  Bristolville,  OH 
44402,  call  (330)  889-21 1 7  or  e-mail 
jimbo520@aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  70th  Combat  Eng 
Bn  in  Austria  between  1950  and  1953, 
contact  John  Zawillnski,  650  Rte.  81, 
Killingworth,  CT  06419,  call  (860)  663- 
2513  or  e-mail  kntrydawg@aol.com. 

Anyone  who  served  in  Co.  I,  317th  Inf,  2nd  Sq, 
3rd  Pit  during  December  1944,  contact 
Charlie  R.  Griffin,  105  Fair  Ground  Road, 
Harrisburg,  AR  72432. 

Anyone  who  served  in  the  15th  SBC,  USMC,  at 
Quantico,  Va.,  between  July  and  December 
1952,  contact  John  Featherstone,  823  W. 
20th  St,  San  Pedro,  CA  90731  or  call  (310) 
833-2190. 


TAPS 


Patrick  G.  Breen,  Dept  of  Illinois.  Natl  Counter- 
Subversive  Activ.  Cmte.  Memb.  1950-1958 
and  1965-1975;  Natl  Memb.  &  Post  Activ. 
Cmte.  Memb.  1973-1974;  Natl  VA&R  Exec. 
Cmte.  Memb.  1975-1981;  Natl  VA&R  Region 
5  Cmte.  Memb.  1981-1988;  Natl  VA&R 
Region  5  Cmte.  Vice  Chmn.  1988-1989;  Natl 
VA&R  Region  5  Cmte.  Chmn.  1989-1990; 
Dept  Cmdr.  1980-1981;  and  various 
Department  positions. 

Edward  J.  Elvers  Jr.,  Dept.  of  Oregon.  Natl 
Distinguished  Guests  Cmte.  Memb.  1982-1983. 

James  D.  Valentine,  Dept.  of  Washington.  Nat1 
Sec.  Cmsn.  Representative,  1980-1984;  Natl 
Counter-Subversive  Activ.  Cmte.  Memb. 
1986-1995;  Natl  Legis.  Cncl.  Memb.  1993- 
1994;  Dept  Cmdr.  1979-1980;  and  various 
Department  positions. 


SEND  ADVERTISING  COPY  AND  REMIT- 
TANCE TO:  Joan  Rizzo,  Classified  Advertising, 
The  American  Legion  Magazine,  c/o  Fox  Asso- 
ciates, Inc.,  347  5th  Ave.,  Suite  1110,  New 
York,  NY  10016.  (212)  725-2106,  FAX  (212) 
779-1928.  All  classified  advertising  is  payable 
in  advance  by  check  or  money  order.  Please 
make  remittance  payable  to  "The  American 


Legion  Magazine."  RATES:  $23  per  word. 
Count  street  addresses  and  box  numbers  as 
two  words;  all  city,  state  and  zip  codes  as 
three  words.  CIRCULATION:  2,550,000  per 
month.  DEADLINE:  Advertising  copy  must  be 
received  60  days  before  cover  date  of  issue 
desired.  All  advertisements  are  accepted  at  the 
discretion  of  the  publisher. 


APPAREL 


SUSPENDER  WEARERS!  Frustrated  with  clips  that 
constantly  slip  off  your  pants?  Our  suspenders  feature 
patented  "no-slip  clip."  Brochure/order,  (800)  700^15. 


BOOKS  &  MAGAZINES 


FLYING  SCHOOL:  COMBAT  HELL.  In  WWII  German 
Luftwaffe  storm  groups  flew  kamikaze  missions-the 
untold  story.  Postpaid.  $17,  233  Blenheim  Rd.,  Bal- 
timore,  MP  21212.  

LOON  LAKE  LLOYD.  Humorous  biography.  WWII 
machine  gunner,  woodsman.  $15,  (541)  599-2220. 

IVY  HOUSE  PUBLISHING  GROUP.  Quality  publish- 
ing and  promotion  of  your  book.  Write  5122  Bur  Oak 
Cir.,  Dept.  AL,  Raleigh,  NO  27612,  (800)  948-2786. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES  

UNIQUE  BUSINESS,  (888)  791-9373.  

CASINO  SUPPLIES/PLAYING  CARDS 


CATALOG,  (800)  233-0828. 


COLLECTIBLES 


HUNTING  DOG  ART@  www.beagleart.com  

EDUCATION  &  INSTRUCTION  

BL^CKSTONE  PARALEGAL  STUDIES.  Affordable, 
Homestudy,  Comprehensive  since  1890.  Free  cata- 
log, (800)  826-9228,  http://blackstonelaw.com  or 
P.O.  Box  701449,  Dallas,  TX  75370  AL.  

MISCELLANEOUS  

OBSOLETE  AMMUNITION  AND  BLANKS.  Catalog, 
(800)  877-2666.  www.ows-ammo.com. 

SIMULATED  ENGRAVED  BUSINESS  CARDS. 
$17Ahousand,  delivered.  Free  samples,  (888)  263-6811. 


lEEiail  SHOPP 


• 

HAT  PINS*MEDALS 

• 
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A.         •  FREE  COLOR  CATALOG 

X 

/rTn^       •  2500+  Military  Designs 

> 

o 

*                •  Army.  Navy,  Air  Force,  Marines 

1— 

^V''^ft*/    •  Ca/I  now!  Toll-free! 

a. 

1  -888-223- 1159 

r 

• 

\BF        •  Custom  pins  &  patches  available. 
Dealer  inquiries  welcome. 

w 

III 

-1 

HONORS 

^ 
u 

bjy  Hoover's  Mfg.,  Co. 

P.O.Box  547AI_,  Peru,  ll_  ei354 

m 

Fax:  1-815-223-1499 

FLAG  CO.,  INC. 

P.O.  BOX  1118 
FORT  DODGE,  lA  50501 

800-992-3524 


www.fflartinsllag.Gom 


Ask  for  our  colorful  catalog" 


ALL  KINDS  -  ALL  SISES  -  PROMPT  SHIPMENT 


Enjoy  an  active 
rewarding  lifestyle! 

Scooter  Lifts  &  Ramps  Available. 
Quality  &  Savings  You  Deserve! 

1-800-229-1317 
Scooter  Discounters 


OF  INTEREST  TO  ALL 


MILITARY  CAPS/INSIGNIAS  @www.flagsofthe- 
world.com. 


WWW.USIMAGES.COM. 


WWW.WILL-MASTER.COM. 


PERSONALS 


MEET  NICE  SINGLES.  Christian  values.  Free  maga- 
zine. Singles-ALM,  Allardt,  TN  38504-0310. 
www.nicesingles.com. 

ASIAN  WOMEN!  Overseas,  marriage-minded.  Sun- 
shine International  Correspondence,  Box  5500-HK, 
Kailua-Kona,  HI  96745-5500.  (808)  325-7707, 
www.sunshine-girls.com. 

RETIREMENT/RETIREMENT  LIVING 

LOUISIANA:  Tired  of  cold  winters,  high  crime,  city 
life?  Visit  www.kentwoodla.org. 


TRAVEL/RECREATION 


MILITARY  HISTORY  TOURS  OF  EUROPE.  Call  for 
brochure,  (800)  622-4004. 


WANTED 


TOUR  JACKETS,  Japan,  etc.  (800)  858-1335. 

OLDER  JUKEBOXES,  (636)  978-2788.  

OLD  GUITARS,  (800)  451-9728.  

CAMERAS,  Leica,  Alpa,  Canon,  Hasselblad,  Nikon, 
Voigtlander,  Zeiss,  Rolleiflex,  Others.  Ritz  Col- 
lectibles, (800)  956-9132. 


SWORDS,  (800)  798-6167. 


BOY  SCOUT  PATCHES,  (940)  455-2519. 


FLOMM^S 

"Fastest  Selling"  Active 
Retirement  Communities 

featuring: 

FOUR  LAKES  GOLF  CLUB 

Championship  Golf  •  Tennis  | 
Marina  on  Chain  of  4  Lakes  % 
20,000  Sq.  Ft.  Clubhouse  w/  Theatre  ' 

Pool  •  Full  Restaurant  and  Lounge 
Gated  Community  •Activities  Director 

Homes  from  $40's  to  $90's 

1-800-630-4608 


Call  Or 
Write  For 
Free  Info 
Packet 


FOUR  LAKES  GOLF  CLUB,  990  LaQuinu  Blvd. 
Dept.  AML  ,  Winter  Haven,  Fl  33881 
www.fourlakesgolfclub.com 


U.S.  MILITARY  MEDALS-PINS 


FREE  EXPERT  RIBBON  MOUNTING 
LOW  PRICES-FASTEST  SERVICE 
TOLL  FREE  TEL  1-800-864-5062 

VETS  SUPPLY  LINE 

106S0  Co.  Rd.  81  #131 
Maple  Grove,  MN  55369 

SEND  $1.00  FOR  40  PAGE  CATALOG 
VISA  •  MC  •  NOVUS  •  DISCOVER  ACCEPTED  I 


CUSTOM  NAVY  SHIP'S  CAPS 
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RHODES  HEARING 
FREE  CATALOG! 


MINI-CANAL: 


SAVE  HUNDREDS! 
45  DAY  TRIAL! 


JO  Com  Minimum— 20  Coin  Limit 


All  M,ii(ir  (  a'Uit  (  ,inls  Aurpled 

(  all  Toll  rrte  1-888-260-8111 

Siis.m  Drive  •  VVa(fini!  Kivxr,  NY  1 1  792 

\.M  Si.  I'MI'\^  SMlf  Houfnlh  Vl,l  s,iI,a  Li\ 
I'ri,  rs  Mihi.  i  t  KM  li.iiiur 


y  Slot  Machines 
^  Poker  Chips 
♦  Video  Poker 


i  Gambling  Books  4  Computer  ProgramsJ 
V  Las  Vegas  Nile  Supplies 
♦  Playing  Cards  ♦Roulette  Wheels 
^  VHS  Gambling  Tapes 


Call  for  60  page  color  catalog! 

Call  800-322-2447 

Fax  702-366-0329  •  In  Nevada  702-382-9903 
www.ggss.com  or  E-mail:  ggs@fiax.net 


First  Coin  of  tlie 
New  Century 
^Year  2001 
I  American 
Silver  Eagles 


Limited  $ 
Time  Offer, 


8; 


95 

while  supplies  last.  \J  63« 

For  a  limited  time  only,  Eastern  Numismatics  is 
offering  the  new-year  2001  American  Silver 
Eagles.The  purchase  price  is  $8.95  per  coin  for  mini- 
mum of  5  coins.  Each  coin  is  Brilliant  Uncirculated 
and  contains  One  Oz.  of  Pure  Silver  .999  Fine. 
This  offer  expires  March  31st,  2001 

5  Coins  $44.75  +  $3.00  S&H  (Total  $47.75) 

10  Coins  $89.50  +  $6.00  S&H  (Total  $95.50) 

20  Coins  $179.00  +  $9.00  S&H  .  (Total  $188.00) 

1-800-835-0008 

I     Accepted     |  New  York  residents  add  sales  tax  where  applicable. 

Eastern  Numismatics  Inc. 

642  Franklin  Ave.,  Garden  City,  N.Y.  11530 
Visit  us  on  the  Internet  USCoins.COm 


AWARD  CASES 

ALSO  MEDALS  AND  RIBBONS 
Solid  hardwood,  gunstockwalnullinish.  Full  1 ' 
between  glass  and  black,  blue,  red  or  white 
velvety  mounting  board.  5"x7"  -$18.95, 
8"x10"  -$24.95,  11  "x14"  -$29.95, 
14"x20"  -  $39.95,  20'x24"  -$59.95.  Add 
$5.00  shipping  per  case.  (No  P.O.  Boxes) 
R.ANDREW  FULLER  COMPANY 

Box  2071-L,  Pawrtucket,  Rl  02861 
VISA/MCAccepled  (WritetorFREECalalog) 


KITES! 


Windsocks,  Flags  and  Spinners 
Traditional,  Stunt  and  Power  Kites 
Free  80  page  Catalog,  or  shop  online  at: 

wwwjntothewind.com 

1408-L  Pearl  St.,  Boulder,  CO  80302  •  (800)  541-0314I 


The  Monolithic  Dome 

•  AiMormed.  Super-Strong.  Insulated,  Steel- 
Reinforced.  Concrete  Building 

•  Energy  Efficient  &  Disaster  Resistant 

•  Homes.  Schools.  Churches,  Storages,  Gymnasiums, 
Arenas,  and  Much  More 

www.inonolithic.com 

'  Free  Brochure  (800)  608-0001 

Dome  Living  Book:  full  color,  1 64pg,  1 1 9  Plans  $24.95 
'  Sixty-mmute  Infonnation  Video  (VHS)  SI  9.95 
'  Add  $5  shipping/handling  for  the  book  and/or  video 

1 77  Dome  Park  Place  Depl  AL,  Italy  TK  76651 


^0 


Palmer's  one-hand  operated,  double  & 
single  seat  3  wheelers  are  Gear  driven. 
.   >    FREE  BROCHURE 

cte^   Call  800-847-1304 


PALMER  INDUSTRIES 


P.O.  BOX  5707WH 
ENDICOTT  NY  13763 
ALSO  PEDAL  /  ELECTRIC  1  &  2  SEATERS  & 
HANDCYCLES,  ELECTRIC  KIT  FOR  TRIKES 

V'isii  us  ai  our  Web  Site:  www.palmerind.com 


MEN'S  WIDE  SHOES 


EEE  EEEEEE,  SIZES  5-13 

•  FREE  catalog  -^^^ 

•  High  cjuality 

•  160  styles 

HITCHCOCK  SHOES.INC. 

Dept.  5C  Hingham,  MA  02043 
1-600-992-WIDE  www.wideshoes.com 


A  treasured 
symbol  of  your 
service 

1 

Choose  from  over  100  dijferent  rings 
Classic  Military  Rings  are  in  a  different 
league  from  typical,  school-style  service  rings. 

Call  today  for  a  FREE  color  catalog: 
(503)73  1  -9256  {24  hr.  recorded 
message).  Or  write:  Classic  Military  Rings, 
435  SB  85th  Dept.  A-301,  Portland  OR  97216. 

Men's  ring  prices  start  at  $127.  60  day 
money-back  guarantee.  ICodeA-30l1 


www.ClassicRings.com 


Best  Quality  at  Discount  Prices! 

-800-531-6575 

30  X  40  X  10  $4,231 

40  X  60  X  12  $6,899 

60X  100X  12  $14,216 

100  X  125  X  14  w/colunnn  $28,500 

All  26  gauge,  20  year  warranty 
Save  Money  By  Building  Yourself 

Local  Building  Codes  May  Effect  Price 

AEC  BUILDINGS,  INC. 

Visit  us  at  our  website:  www.aecbuildings.com 


1 P  I  f  it  0^ 

★  Display  Your* 
Military  Awards! 

3000  Official 
Medals,  Badges, 
L  Patches  &  Insignia 

Army  •  Navy 
tt^^^  •  Marines 

^liHBi^lHil^^*  Air  Force 
Call  for  your  FREE  Color  Catalog 

"i'Sca  1-800-486-1651 

web'store  @  www.usmedals.com 

gg  •:THEAM£B1CAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE  -  MARCH" 2001. 


lEEIOH  SHBPPIR  

uPTo  60%  SAVINGS 


30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU  BUY 

GUARANTEED  LOWEST  PRICES! 

>  ALL  MAKES  &  MODELS    •  TERMS  ARRANGED 

>  30  YRS.  EXPERIENCE      •  ALL  MAKE  REPAIRS 

•  CUSTOM  INSTRUMENT  SPECIALISTS  • 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

1-800-323-1212 

We're  the  oldest,  biggest  and  best 

LLOYDS,  DEPT.  AL    BOX  1645,  ROCKFORD,  IL  61110 


to^lOO 


PER  HOUR  WITH 


Badgre-A-IVIitut 


Yes,  it's  really  possible  by  making  and  selling 
bright,  colorful  pinback  buttons.  Buttons  cost 
less  than  40ii:  to  make  and  can  in  turn  be 
sold  for  $1.00  or  more!  Sell  your  Badge- 
A-Minit  buttons  at  fairs,  flea  markets, 
conventions  and  more.  Or  promote 
your  upcoming  fundraisers  by 
wearing  buttons  around  town! 

Our  Starter  Kit  is  only 
$29.95  (IL  res.  add 
$1.95  tax)  and  contains  /j 
everything  you  need  to 
get  started.  Call  to  order  today! 


Badge-A-Mlnit,  Dept.  AL301 ,  Box  800,  LaSalle,  IL  61301 
Call  800  •  223  •  41  03 
www.badge3minit.com 


Finely  Crafte  J 
\    Leatner  Footwear 
\      For  Men 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  YOUR  WORK 

ALL  SUBJECTS  CONSIDERED 
WRITE,  OR  SEND  YOUR  MANUSCRIPT  TO: 

MINERVA  PUBLISHING  CO. 

1001  BRICKELL  BAY  DR.,  #2310,  MIAMI,  FL  33131 


FREE    ^^eep  (pmfoYt 

Video  &     ADJUSTABLE  BEDS 

Brochure  1-800-401-8692 


Solid  Wood  Flag  Case 
Oak  S49.'= 
USA    JMimi^   Cherry  or  Walnut  $59.' 

(plus  7.S0  ea.  S/H) 


Goodstuff  Amenca 
PO  Box  583 
Icard,  NC  28666 


888-597-8833 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


40%-50%0FF 


Ideal  for  shop,  boat  &  vehicle  storage 


20  X  30 
25  X  32 


30x44  47x  100 
40  X  60    50  X  1 20 


Inventory  varies 
Factory  Direct  ■  Toll  Free 


northAmerican  Offers 
Moving  Discount 

SAVE  $$$ 

On  Your  Next 
Interstate  Move! 

North  American  Van  Lines 
offers  American  Legion  members  a 
40%  discount  on  interstate  moves. 
Let  Nortti  American,  the  world's 
largest  professional  mover,  trans- 
port your  household  goods  with 
moving  services  to  meet  every  need 
and  budget.  In  addition  to  saving 
40%,  you  will  receive  up  to  $50,000 
coverage  on  your  household  goods 
at  no  charge 

For  more  information  or  a  free 
estimate,  call  Andy  Mento  at  Quality 
Movers/North  American  Van  Lines 

1-800-524-5533 

Email:  ancly2828@aol.com 


MEN:  BE  TALLER!! 


TIRED  OF  BEING 
CONSIDERED 
SHORT?  Try  our 

quality  footwear. 
HIDDEN  height 
increaser  inside 
shoes.  Will  make 
you  up  to  3"  TALLER.  Over  100  styles. 
Extremely  comfortable.  Discreet  packaging. 
Sizes  5  to  12.  Widths  B  to  EEE.  In  business 
since  1939.  MONEYBACK  GUARANTEE!  Call 
or  write  for  FREE  color  catalog.www.elevator- 
shoes.com 


ELEVATORS^ 

RICHLEE  SHOE  COMPANY,  DEPT.  AL13 
P.O.  BOX  3566,  FREDERICK,  MD  21705 


1-800-343-3810 


$AVE  $1000's  WITH 
A  QUICK  CLICK  TO 
www.SunPorch.com 

(BONUS  CODE:  LEN) 


Convertible  Sunspaoe® 

SUMMER  SCREEN 
ROOM  CONVERTS 
TO  AN  INSULATED 
WINTER  SUNROOM 


Or  send  $2.  for  color  catalog  to 
Dept.  LEN,  Box  368,  WestportCT  06880 
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C  'vmA\\ 


"You've  got  to  stop  living  in  the  past,  Harold. 


"Grampy,  were  there  any  stars  on  the 
flag  when  you  were  born?" 


Does  A  Body  Good 

I  am  thankful  for  laughter,  except  when  milk  comes  out  of 
my  nose.  -  Woody  Allen 

Couple's  Paradise 

Adam  and  Eve  had  the  perfect  marriage.  He  didn't  have  to 
hear  about  all  the  men  she  could  have  married,  and  she 
didn't  have  to  hear  about  the  way  his  mother  cooked. 

-  Submitted  by  Gerald  B.  Grisco,  Chicago 


She  Said  It 

Overheard  in  a  fitting  room:  "Oh,  I  have  an  hourglass  fig- 
ure. All  the  sand  is  in  the  bottom." 

-  Submitted  by  Evelyn  Ledger,  Alva,  Fla. 

Driving  You  Crazy 

Have  you  ever  noticed  that  anyone  going  slower  than  you  is 
an  idiot,  and  anyone  going  faster  than  you  is  a  maniac? 

-  George  Carlin 


"1  told  you  they  don't  taste  lil<e  spaghetti. 


Parting  Shots 
jokes  wanted 

The  American  Legion  Magazine  wel- 
comes anecdotes,  jokes  or  submis- 
sions for  "Parting  Shots."  Submissions 
should  include  the  name,  hometown 

and  telephone  number  of  the  person 
submitting  the  material  for  verification. 
($25  will  be  paid  for  submissions  that 
are  published.)  Send  submissions  to: 

Parting  Sliots  Editor 
The  American  Legion  Magazine 
P.O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 
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Asbestos  Cancer  Hits  Former  Sailors 

•  Many  who  served  aboard  ship  in  the  1 940's,  1 950's,  1 960's  and  early  1 970's 
were  exposed  to  asbestos. 

•  Due  to  the  long  latency  period  of  these  diseases,  some  are  now  coming  down 
with  asbestos-related  cancers. 


IF  YOU  NOW  HAVE  MESOTHELIOMA  or 
LUNG  CANCER,  OR  A  LOVED  ONE  HAS 
RECENTLY  DIED  FROM  ONE 
OF  THESE  CANCERS 

For  Medical  Resources: 


Visit  tine  IVIesotlielioma  Web:  www,mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 
or  call  toll-free  1-877-367-6376  to  receive  a  free  packet  or  to  ask 

questions.  (Packet  includes  information  on  mesothelioma  treatment,  clinical 
trials,  cancer  linl<s,  how  to  access  legal  and  financial  resources,  and  frequently 
asked  questions  with  answers  by  the  law  firm  below.) 


For  Information  on  Compensation  from  the  Asbestos  Industry: 
Law  Offices  of  Jonathan  David,  P.C/ 

10655  Six  Pines  Drive,  #260 
The  Woodlands,  TX  77380 
(Greater  Houston  Area) 
Handling  cases  nationwide  with 
local  counsel  in  state  of  filing. 

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 


Call  Toll-free  1-800-998-9729 


•Licensed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Texas 

Not  Certified  by  the  Texas  Board  of  Legal  Specialization 


Yellow 


lin]i<)rtc'ii 


You're  lookin' 
good  guy  —  rain  or 
shine,  day  or  night... 

in  this  cotton/polyester  poplin  jacket. 
Machine  wash  and  wear,  water-resistant, 
wind  repellent  too!  Zip  front,  soft  rib  knit  trim  at 
collar,  cuffs  &  hem.  5  pockets  —  2  flap  security, 
2  handwarmer  and  1  inside  chest!  Smooth  nylon 
ining.  Handsome  shoulder-spanning  chest  seam 
makes  your  shoulders  look  broader!  Order  now! 


^  3-Season  Only  J       95*  each 

JACKET  ly  m 


Haband  1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  Peckville,  PA  18452 
Send  jackets.  I  enclose  $  purchase 


price  plus  $3.95  toward 

postage.  GA  residents  add  sales  tax 


Sizes:  S(34-36)  M(38-40) 
L(42-44)  XL(46-48 
*Big  Men  (just  $4  more  each): 
2XL(50-52)  3XL(54-56)  4XL(58-60) 


© 

7A6-3MC 

WHAT 
SIZE? 

HOW 
MANY? 

30 

Yellow 

2K 

Tan 

8A 

Slate  Blue 

9P 

White 

AA 

Black 

□  Check  Enclosed 
Card  #  


□  Visa     □  MasterCard 


□  Discover/NOVUS® 
 Exp.:  /  


OV^  Order  on  line  at  www.haband.com  | 


I 


□  Mr.  □  Mrs.  □  Ms. 

Address  

City  &  State 


.  Apt.  # 


Zip. 


100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Full  Refund  of  Purchase  Price  at  Any  Time! 


